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Foundations

1834 
The Ancient Order of Foresters 

is founded.
1850 

Legal status attained under 
the new Friendly Society Act.

1864 
Members set up the UK’s first 

voluntary Lifeboat Fund.

Growth

1901 
Order Insurance Fund          

established
1912 

Adoption of ‘Approved         
Society’ status

1918 
The Foresters’ War Memorial 
Benevolent Fund established

Acquisitions

2000 
The Society is regulated by the 

Financial Services Authority
2003 & 2005

Tunstall Assurance Friendly 
Society and Leek Assurance 
Collecting  Society acquired

2014
POIS acquired
2017 & 2018

Lifetime ISA and Junior ISA 
launched

Foresters Friendly Society was established in 1834 when we were known as The Ancient Order of Foresters. Over the past 
190 years, our focus has never changed and our members remain at the heart of everything we do.


