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MEMBER SUPPORT

Our discretionary member benefits help members to cover 
higher educational costs, everyday dental and optical 
bills, convalescent support, and much more. In 2022, we 
gave a staggering £1.65million in discretionary grants and 
charitable donations, providing financial support to those 
who needed it most. 

As of 30 November 2023, we have awarded almost 
£362,000 to members from the Society’s central benefit 
funds. Here’s a breakdown of the discretionary support 
that our members can apply for:

Healthcare grants
The cost of everyday healthcare can add up. Our 
discretionary healthcare grants can help towards the 
cost of everyday dental and optical care, including dental 
checks, eye tests and new glasses.

Foresters Support Fund
The Foresters Support Fund is available to assist 
members of any age in times of hardship. For example, 
we’ve been able to help members affected by floods 
and members facing illness. We have also been able to 
support members who were impacted by the Coronavirus 
pandemic.

Educational Awards

If you have children or grandchildren, then you know 
how much higher education can cost. Our discretionary 
Educational Awards can provide grants for members 
aged 16 and over who are in further education and 
studying for a recognised qualification. Up to £300 a year 
could be awarded, which will help towards the cost of 
books, travel expenses or other items.

Giving back to our members 
As a Friendly Society, giving back to our members is at the heart of what we do. Since 
Foresters was founded in 1834, we’ve been supporting our members ‘as they walk 
through the Forest of life’, playing a vital role in financial services and society. For over 
185 years, our traditional values have remained the same; making a positive impact 
on the lives of our members. 

£87,335
in Educational Awards

£89,309
from the Foresters Support Fund

£103,500
from the Foresters Child Support Fund

£67,075
to help with the cost of a
Convalescent stay

£14,765
to help with Help at 
Home Domiciliary costs

As of 30 November 2023,  
we have awarded members:
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MEMBER SUPPORT

Giving back to our members 

Terms and conditions: The membership benefits we provide aren’t regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority or the Prudential  

Regulatory Authority, and are regularly reviewed by us to ensure they are relevant to our members. Qualifying periods apply. 

Convalescent grants
Our discretionary Convalescent grants assist members 
recuperating after short or long illnesses by providing a 
stay in a convalescent home. Foresters Friendly Society 
supports a convalescent home in Bridlington, Yorkshire, 
which has been used by thousands of our members to 
rest, recuperate and recover from illness. Members may 
be eligible for support with costs towards a stay and 
non-members, such as spouses, can accompany you for 
an additional charge. We also provide grants for stays in 
convalescent homes in other locations closer to you. For 
further information please call 0800 101 8310.

Foresters Child Support Fund
As part of our benevolent approach, the Foresters 
Child Support Fund was set up to support widows and 
orphans of members who died during the First World 
War. Today the Fund’s purpose is to provide financial 
assistance for children (up to and including the age of 19).

Circumstances that would be considered for a  
grant include:

Children who are bereft of one or both parents

Children whose parents are incapacitated

Children who are incapacitated or have special needs

Children who are carers

Help at Home grants

If you need help at home, covering the costs can 
be prohibitive. To support members, discretionary 
grants are available to contribute towards the cost of 
domiciliary care. Members can reclaim up to £720 in any 
two-year period, to go towards Help at Home costs. 
Alternatively, members can apply for a combination 
of one week Help at Home financial support and one 
week convalescence via our Convalescent grant, 
making this benefit flexible to your needs.

If you’d like to find out more information on any of our discretionary grants,  
including how to make a claim, then don’t hesitate to call us on 0800 783 4162

Downloadable claim forms can also be found on our website:  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/contact

‘I applied for the 
Educational Award, 
which has helped 
immensely with 
university. The grant 
from Foresters has 
supported my travel 
costs and enabled me 
to buy textbooks. It 
has been a great help 
with my studies and 
the difficulties of everyday life being a student. 
My Court Secretary was extremely efficient in 
processing the grant and I’m extremely grateful.

Thank you Foresters!’

Chloe, Staffordshire



Thank you everyone for your contributions to Miscellany. 
The deadline for submissions for the next issue is 31 January 2024.   
Please note that for better reproduction photographs need to be a high resolution, 
ideally 300dpi. If you do not want your photograph published please inform me 
by email at the address below. The editor reserves the right to edit and condense 
contributions or publish articles at a later date.Printed with 100% 

renewable energy and 
vegetable based inks

To subscribe - and read Miscellany online - visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk        Foresters - Miscellany

Welcome to Miscellany

Other personal highlights included an unexpected 
seafront sprint. On the Sunday morning, members 
took part in a wreath laying ceremony at Torquay 
war memorial. Afterwards we would walk behind the 
Order standard to the High Court venue, at the other 
end of the bay. Your Editor soon realised that to take 
photos of the procession, I would have to keep in front 
of it. Cue a run along the prom, snapping away while 
dodging bins, benches and fellow pedestrians. The 
passing land train gave us all a friendly beep. 

Before High Court, around 140 Foresters attended the 
Charity Ball in Keele. The event allowed for a visit to 
the fascinating Foresters Museum, nearby in Tunstall. 
After High Court meanwhile, many of us enjoyed the 
late summer: it is a great pleasure to include reports 
and articles from Courts spanning all 18 Areas. 

Thank you as always to all Courts and members who 
continue to send in a fantastic variety of articles for 
publication. As always, I wish I could include each 
one. Apologies that I couldn’t. But please keep them 
coming. Readers may notice that this edition has a 
sporty theme. There are reports on football, cricket, 
golf, bowls, skittles, long distance walks and runs. 
Fittingly so, given our new High Chief Ranger’s chosen 
charity appeal. 

The High Chief Ranger’s appeal for 2023-24 is for 
Youth Sport Trust, a charity ‘founded to harness 
the power of play and sport in children’s education 
and development’. More information about them 
appears after we meet our new High Chief Ranger, 
John Springham. Elsewhere, Cynthia Tudor reflects 
upon the importance of good neighbours, plus the 
Miscellany crossword and quiz make their return. 

While working on this edition, the quote at the top of 
this page kept springing to mind. I first heard it on a 
crackly old LP by a 1980s band. They had sampled 
it from a film, the 1946 musical comedy Two Sisters 
From Boston. Peter Lawford’s line is sometimes 
attributed to the Ancient Greek tragedian Sophocles. 
Its origin - ancient or modern, comic or tragic - doesn’t 
matter. But I hope that the words encourage support 
for the Youth Sport Trust appeal. Whether you are new 
to Foresters or a long time member, I hope that you 
and your family are keeping safe and well. 

Yours fraternally, 

‘In his autumn before the winter comes man’s last mad surge of youth’ – Peter Lawford 

H
ello and welcome to Miscellany. The focus of this edition is 
High Court 2023, the Society’s AGM weekend. This year it 
took place on the ‘English Riviera’ in Torquay. As Miscellany 
Editor, I attended to report on proceedings. Besides 

making notes and taking photos, it was very enjoyable catching 
up with fellow Foresters. High Court is a chance to meet old friends 
and make new ones. Including the four-legged variety! It was a 
pleasure to compare collars with Pixie, the Foresters Brass mascot. 

Rory Walsh, Editor

EDITOR’S WELCOME
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Welcome to Miscellany
HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Meet John Springham, 
our new High Chief Ranger 
for 2023-2024
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I am currently Secretary of three Courts: Robin Hood 2694 (in the 
Pride of Kent Area), Perseverance of West Kent 3420 (Southern 
Home Counties Area) and Unity 3665 (Southern Home Counties 
Area). I am also Assistant Secretary of Court Wellington Hope 
2215, in the South London Area. I have served four years on the 
Membership Committee, the last year as High Sub-Chief Ranger, 
and I am also a Trustee of the Foresters Homes in Bexleyheath.

Away from Forestry, I was employed as an HGV driver for a variety 
of companies. This required me to drive all over the country but, 
even then, I was never too far away from Forestry. One of our 
fundamental principles is that a Forester can attend any Court 
meeting anywhere in the country, as a visitor.

I also enjoyed playing all sorts of sports, especially cricket. I have 
to admit that cricket is my first love. I used to go to school in St. 
John’s Wood in London and in the summer months we’d walk 
from school to Lord’s Cricket Ground. We were always let in for 
free as it was after the tea interval, but only for County games. As 
many readers will know, I lived in London Zoo during my teenage 
years and used to walk around Regent’s Park, where many cricket 
games were taking place. I would ask if any of the teams were 
short of a player and would often get a game.

Having the joys of play and sport in my younger days is one of 
the reasons I chose Youth Sport Trust to be my charity appeal 
for the year. So many children and young people do not get 
the opportunity to participate in play and sport. This creates 
many problems for our young people and our communities as a 
consequence, including obesity and mental health issues. The 
facts are there for all to see.

Youth Sport Trust is the UK’s leading charity for improving every 
young person’s education and development through sport and 
play. In a drive to raise donations for my charity appeal, Grant 
Streader from our Southampton office has kindly accepted my 
invitation to run the 2024 London Marathon! [see page 40 for more 
information - Ed.] I want to take this opportunity to invite members 
and Courts to come up with their own personal challenges to 
support the appeal. It doesn’t have to be as extreme as running 
a marathon and all events and donations, big or small, would be 
greatly appreciated.  

As part of my role as High Chief Ranger I am still a member of the 
Membership Committee. I’m sure this will keep me busy, especially 
as having got Stage 1 of the Court Strategy passed at High Court 
2023 we now have to deliver. I believe that with all members’ help 
we can achieve that goal, so that we can move onto Stage 2.

Finally, together with my partner Brenda, I am looking forward 
to visiting many Courts and Areas. I look forward to not only 
promoting my charity appeal but promoting Foresters. Our Society 
has given me so much and I hope I can repay in some small way.

Yours fraternally,

John
John Springham,
High Chief Ranger

In 1977 I was introduced into Court Peaceful Valley 1753, then of the London United District, by my late father 
in law. In 1981, following the death of the then Court Secretary, I was elected to fill that role and held the 
position for 30 years. I served on the District Committee of Management of the London United District from 
1985, becoming District Chief Ranger in 1989. Following incorporation, I became the first Area Chief Ranger of 
the Southern Home Counties Area.

Foresters Password 2024:

The High Chief Ranger sets the annual Society Password. The key to the code is on the Court Intranet and can be 
obtained from your Court Secretary.
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MEMBER MOMENTSNATIONAL CHARITY 

Believing in every 
child’s future 
Introducing the High Chief Ranger’s Charity for 2023-24:  
Youth Sport Trust

Youth Sport Trust is a children’s charity founded in 1995 
to harness the power of play and sport in children’s 
education and development. Our vision is a future where 
every child enjoys the life changing benefits of play and 
sport. Our mission is to equip educators and empower 
young people. Together we create opportunities for 
everyone to belong and achieve.

The challenge we face
Our children are in crisis. Too many of our children continue 
to face health and wellbeing challenges. Unhappy, 
unhealthy children don’t learn effectively. If children don’t 
learn, they don’t achieve their potential in life and we don’t 
have a society fit for the future.

•	 2.2 million children are active for less than 30 minutes a 
day (Sport England 2022)

•	 Only 47% of children and young people in the UK are 
meeting the Chief Medical Officer guidelines of taking 
part in sport and physical activity (Sport England, 2022) 

•	 23.4% of year 6 children are obese (NCMP, 2022) 

•	 18% of children aged 7 to 16 years have a probable 
mental disorder. For those aged 11-16 this increases to 
20% (NHS Digital 2022)

•	 The number of children in England needing treatment  
for mental health problems has risen 39% in a year  
(PA Media, 2022) 

•	 27% of children are living in poverty  
(Action for Children 2021)

The benefits of PE, play and sport
PE, play and sport are vital for the future health of our 
nation. They are critical tools to improve physical and 
mental health, social and emotional wellbeing and 
academic attainment. When children play, they are happy 
and feel a sense of belonging. When children are physically 
active, they are healthy and achieve. 

Youth Sport Trust helps give children a happy and healthy 
childhood. We train teachers, inspire young leaders, help 
families to play, and lobby for change. As a result of taking 
part in our projects and programmes: 

•	 71% of young people reported more confidence in taking 
part in physical activity 

•	 71% reported improvements in their communication skills 

•	 85% believed their leadership skills had improved 

•	 72% felt that their resilience had improved 

•	 76% reported improvements in their team working skills

•	  71% reported their self-belief had improved

Together we harness the power of play and sport to build belonging for generations, 
improving their health, fostering inclusion and developing character and leadership.
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MEMBER MOMENTSNATIONAL CHARITY 
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How you can help

If you’re interested in supporting our work, any donations would be most welcome. Members and Courts can make 
bank transfers to the High Chief Rangers Appeal CIF Account or by using the QR code on this page. Donations can 
also be made via the following Just Giving page:  
www.justgiving.com/campaign/forestersfriendly 

You can also support the appeal through fundraising. The Youth Sport Trust website includes information on 
fundraising events you can join in with and lots of handy fundraising resources to download. Among them are our 
fun 60 Second Physical Activity Challenges. Why not come up with your own personal fundraising challenges too?

You don’t have to run a marathon to make a difference; any support can go a long way. 

Tel: 01509 462900

Email: info@youthsporttrust.org

Website: www.youthsporttrust.org 

13,203
teachers, coaches  

and practitioners were 
trained to deliver physical 

education, sport and play to 
support the development of  

young people

237,981
young people participated 

in an activity made possible 
through the work of the 

Youth Sport Trust

86,897
young people were trained 

through the Youth Sport 
Trust to become young 
leaders to their peers

In partnership with Youth Sport Trust
By supporting us, Foresters are helping us to raise significant national awareness of the crisis facing our young 
people. You are galvanising much-needed support for schools, teachers, parents and families to get our young 
people active and happy. Ali Oliver, CEO of Youth Sport Trust says, ‘Youth Sport Trust is hugely grateful to Foresters 
Friendly Society for their commitment to the health and happiness of future generations and support of our charity 
mission to build brighter futures for children and young people through the power of play and sport’.

Our impact in 2022
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MEMBER PORTRAIT

Name: Albert Edward (Bert) Choney 
Area: South London

Court: Wellington 3449  

Lives: Epsom, Surrey

Get to know some of the members 
who support our Society 

Bro. Albert (Bert) Choney was born in Epsom on New 
Years Day 1930. He was enrolled at birth into Court 
Wellington 3449 by his father, who administered 

the Court’s Juvenile section. Just before his father’s 
death, Bert joined the adult Court at the age of 16. Since 
then, Bert has been the Court’s Chief Ranger several 
times, served as Secretary for almost 38 years, plus held 
the offices of District Chief Ranger, District Sub-Chief 
Ranger and District Trustee.  

After leaving school at 14, Bert became a Post Office 
messenger, delivering telegrams by tricycle. Following a move 
into factory work, he was called up to the RAF. Demobbed in 
1950, Bert worked for five years in the goods delivery section 
of British Rail. He then entered the motor trade, working in 
parts distribution with local main dealers. Until his retirement 
in 1995, Bert worked for 18 years in the Transport Division of 
Surrey County Council. As Parts Manager, he was responsible 
for maintaining the Council’s fleet of 800 vehicles, from vans 
and trucks to mowers and specialist equipment.

‘We are a family of petrolheads’ says Bert. ‘If any work needed 
doing on any of our cars, we did it all ourselves’. Before giving 
up his licence, Bert enjoyed driving, especially caravan tours 
with his wife Eileen. Bert and Eileen married in 1952. They 
had two sons and two daughters, who all became Foresters. 
Eileen’s parents and three brothers joined Court 3449, and 
all went on to serve as Chief Ranger. Bert now has eight 
grandchildren, four great grandchildren, and two step great 
grandchildren. His fifth great grandchild is due to be born in 
Australia next year. 

Bert became Secretary of Court 3449 ‘on 1 July 1974’. He still 
held the office on the Court’s 150th anniversary; ‘10 August 
2010. During the centenary year [1960] I was Chief Ranger’. 
Before becoming Court 3449’s Secretary, Bert was elected 
to the Surrey United District Committee of Management. He 
was District Chief Ranger in 1966 and later appointed District 
Trustee. When the Surrey United and Brighton Districts were 
amalgamated in 1988, Bert served on the committee. Ten 
years later he became Sub-Chief Ranger of the new South 
Eastern District. 

Between 1975 and 2009, Bert was a regular delegate at High 
Court. He carried the Surrey United District standard at over 
twenty High Court church parades. In 1984, Bert also carried 
it at the Ancient Order of Foresters’ 150th Anniversary parade 
in London. ‘It was a big standard. I can remember looking 
up at it as a boy before the War’ he says. ‘I wanted to let it 
really fly’. At High Court 1980 in Ayr, Eileen carried the District 
standard while Bert carried the personal standard of High 
Chief Ranger Ken Stacey. 

After Eileen’s death in November 2008, Bert stepped down as 
Court 3449’s Secretary three years later. Outside of Foresters, 
Bert’s hobbies included flying remote control aircraft. ‘I had 
to stop as I began toppling over watching them take off!’ 
He remains actively involved in Court 3449 and one of his 
grandsons is Assistant Secretary. ‘My main pride is that 
I’ve been a Forester for 94 years’ Bert says. ‘Why do I do 
these things? For the fun of it. Like anything in life, if you put 
something in you get something out.’  
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MEMBER MOMENTS

THAMES VALLEY

THAMES VALLEY

Area Secretary
Alan Howes

Court Alma 2768
Beverley 01264 781 765

Court Bold Robin Hood 5131
Alan 01869 253 699

Court Centenary 2028
Vee 01494 714 827

Court Crowood 4644
Mary 01672 520 908

Court Earl Leofric 4536
Kirsty 01902 342 918

Court Loyal Oxonian  
St. Frideswide 2991
Sharon 01869 240 528

Court Pride Of Reading 4961
Peter 01491 834 758

Court Pride Of The Hill 5044
Peter 01491 834 758

Court Pride Of The Loddon 5562
Taryn 07759 819 363

Court Pride Of Wellington 4558
Eric 01635 863 765

Court Robin Hood & Merry Men of  
Sherwood Forest 4265
Barry 01344 884 903

Court Victoria & Ivanhoe 7626
Sharon 01869 240 528

Trusty Thames Valley

Tea for two Courts

On Sunday 9 July, Courts Centenary 2028 and Victoria & Ivanhoe 7626 held 
a joint afternoon tea at Haddenham Garden Centre, Buckinghamshire: ‘25 
Foresters and friends enjoyed each other’s company and a raffle raised £82 
for Myeloma UK.’

Alan Howes, Thames Valley Area 
Secretary, reported on 18 July: ‘24 
members enjoyed the Area Lunch at 
Badgemore Park Golf Club. The raffle 
raised £102 for the Trussell Trust.’ 

NORTH LONDON

NORTH  
LONDON

Court Abbey Foresters 1940
Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Amity 6105
Brian 01255 850 401 

Court Edmonton’s Pride 1351
Ann 07956 300 202

Court Old Oak 1620
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Peaceful Valley 1753
Andrew 01227 222 028

Court Pride of Islington 2939
Cheryl 07885 761 787 

Court Tubal Cain 2765
Shelly 07496 076 507

Cream Tea on  
the River Lee

In late summer, members of 
Court Pride of Islington 2939 
were joined by members and 
friends from other Courts for 
a trip on the River Lee. Our 
reporter writes: ‘We left Broxbourne in bright sunshine and spent a lazy Sunday 
afternoon cruising along the river. We were served a traditional cream tea, 
delicious scones piled high with jam and plenty of cream, along with unlimited 
tea and coffee. We enjoyed watching other people messing about on the river, 
waving to families soaking up the sun in their riverside gardens, marvelling at 
the varied wildlife and watching the crew working the locks. We all look forward 
to doing it again next year.’
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MEMBER MOMENTS

CENTRAL

Area Secretary
TBC

Court Garibaldi 3533
Jan 01922 620 650

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Lord Stanhope 2804
Brenda 01889 800 751

Court Moorlands 9475
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Pride Of Norton 5249
Susan 01922 512 391

Court Royal Rangers 1670
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Three Brothers 4482
Alison 07740 585 070

Court Watt Villa 2455
Sam 0121 476 1726

CENTRAL

Brothers and Lords

On 25 June, Court Three Brothers 4482 became proud sponsors of the Junior 
section of Milford Hall Cricket Club. Alison Carnell, Court Secretary, presented 
a £1,000 cheque from the Court to David Smith, Club Chairman, and two 
aspiring young cricketers. Milford Hall Cricket Club was founded in 1930 and is 
a volunteer run not for profit organisation. The Junior section includes boys and 
girls of various age groups. On 3 September, the Senior team won the Voneus 
Village Cup, played at Lords Cricket Ground. Before the final, Court Secretary 
Alison met the Under 10s side: ‘As you can see, they were really excited. It 
was so inspirational for them knowing that 9 of the 13-man squad were Juniors 
like themselves’. Among Milford’s supporters was John Springham, High 
Chief Ranger: ‘I was keeping an eye on their progress during the match on my 
phone. Well done to Milford Hall CC on a wonderful achievement.’

Court Pride of Norton 5249 donated £1,000 to 
local charity Under 7s football team Chase Colts. 
On 11 August, U7 player Henry together with 
Coach Higgins received the cheque on behalf of 
the team from Susan Cockhill, Court Secretary. Susan reports: ‘The club is 
affiliated with the Football League and is proud of its inclusivity. They welcome 
boys and girls from all faiths and backgrounds.’ The Court’s donation helped 
the team to buy new kit for the 2023-24 season. The Colts are pictured a few 
weeks later in their new Foresters-sponsored shirts. 

Susan Cockhill, Secretary of Court 
Pride of Norton 5249 reports: 
‘On 20 July, nineteen members, 
family and friends enjoyed an 
excellent three course meal and a 
night at Monmore Green Stadium 
watching greyhound racing. None 
of our party were experts when it 
came to recognising form but one 
lucky winner won £56. A great 
night was had by all and we plan 
to visit again next year.’

Gone to the dogs
Kit for Colts
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CENTRAL

Tee-Rex

In July, Court Lord 
Stanhope 2804 visited 
the Sutton Coldfield 
offices of the Buddy Bag 
Foundation, a charity that 
helps children going into emergency care. ‘Buddy Bags’ are backpacks containing essentials 
such as pyjamas, toiletries and underwear, plus a comforting book or toy. Brenda Batt, 
Secretary of Court 2804, reports: ‘This is a fantastic organisation who really make a difference. 
The children can range from babies in arms to 16 year olds. No one is left out. The charity is 
always in need of support, for the cost of the bags let alone the items bought to put in them. 
After the kindness of members’ donations, I went to present a £300 cheque from the Court, 
plus another £60 which family and friends had given for such a worthy cause.’

On 14 May, Central Area members enjoyed a boat trip 
along the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. Our 
reporter writes: ‘The sun was well over the yardarm as we 
set sail for Sunday lunch aboard the cruiser Georgie Kate. 
We meandered gently towards Penkridge. 29 Foresters 
representing 4 Courts had a delicious lunch of roast beef 
followed by apple pie and ice cream. A collection raised 
£73 for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for the Foresters 
Heritage Trust. What better way to spend a sunny Sunday 
afternoon?’ To find out, the Area took to the water again 
by repeating the trip on 29 July, this time with ‘a lovely 
fish and chip supper’.

Members from Court 
Garibaldi 3533 took to the 
green on 26 August with a 
round of Dinosaur Mini Golf 
at Calderfields Golf Club in 
Aldridge. Our Court reporter 
writes: ‘Here are a few of us 
having a ball - and the sun 
came out in the end!’

Return voyage

Bag buddies 
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MEMBER MOMENTS

DEVON AND CORNWALL

DEVON AND 
CORNWALL

Area Secretary
Gary Webber

Court Goodwill 5077
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pendennis 3754
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pride of the Plym 4087
Gavin 01752 513 714 

Court Semper Fidelis 4938
Margaret 01752 215 685

On 15 July, members of Court 
Pendennis 3754 enjoyed an 
afternoon garden party at the 
home of members Carole and 
Mike Date. Our reporter writes: 
‘Following a quiz, delicious home-made refreshments were served. A raffle raised 
£50 for Cornwall Blood Bikes, who deliver essential medical supplies - including 
blood, medication, and occasionally donor breast milk - to NHS hospitals and 
hospices throughout Cornwall and beyond. Courts 3754 and Goodwill 5077 are 
both raising money for this most essential local charity. The total raised during the 
year will be presented to them at a dinner planned for early 2024.’ 

Garden fundraiser

Court Semper Fidelis 4938 made the most of good 
weather with a day out on 24 July. Our reporter writes: 
‘We rode a steam train from Paignton to Kingswear, from 
where we got a ferry to Dartmouth. We then spent an 
hour in Dartmouth before heading down the River Dart by 
boat to Totnes. After an hour exploring Totnes, we took a 
bus back to Paignton. Lots of ice cream was consumed 
on a very hot day. We had an amazing turn out and the 
trip was enjoyed by all.’

Rail, road and river

Some 14 members of Court Semper Fidelis 4938 met for a tour of the Dartmoor Whisky Distillery in Bovey Tracey on 
20 May: ‘Not a bad way to spend a Saturday afternoon. We hope you all enjoyed it’. 

Dartmoor dram

On 11 August, Court Semper Fidelis 4938 held their 
annual Court Dinner at Exminster Golf Club. Guests of 
honour were John Springham, High Chief Ranger and 
his partner, Brenda. The Court writes: ‘There were lovely 
views and delicious food. We enjoyed the company of 
the High Chief Ranger and his partner, plus raised £100 
for his appeal for Youth Sport Trust’. 

A hundred for HCR
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EAST LONDON
AND ESSEX

Area Secretary
Janet Pooley

Court Bagster Phillips 2631
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Belmont Castle 5564
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Charterhouse 5671
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Duke Of Argyle 2630
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Good Intent 4629
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Industry Of Cobden 1752
Sandra 01474 702 513

Court Merry Foresters 2020
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Princess Alexandra 4163
Janet 01277 222 028

Court St. Augustine 6501
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Unity 3049
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Wellington 3538
Janet 01708 478 980

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

In May, Ian and Barbara Ruck celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary with a 
cruise in Canada - at the third attempt. Ian 
and Barbara, members of Court Industry 
of Cobden 1752, had to postpone in 
2020 due to the pandemic. Then three 
days before their rescheduled trip in 
2022, they both caught Covid-19. In May 
2023, however, they finally set sail: ‘We 
had an extra special, magical time on The 
Grand Princess Cruise from Vancouver to Alaska and back. We were welcomed 
on board with glasses of champagne and looked after with excellent service, 
excursions, entertainment and activities. The scenery was superb, the food was 
delicious and the wildlife was out of this world! We saw sea otters, dall porpoises 
and hump-backed whales - spectacular.’ [Congratulations Ian and Barbara, glad 
you were able to celebrate at last - Ed.]

Court Duke of Argyle 2630 held their annual 
summer recruitment lunch at the Hunter’s 
Meet restaurant, Hatfield Heath on 8 August. 
Cheryl Eagleson, Past High Chief Ranger 
and the Court’s Secretary, reports that ‘53 
members, family and friends enjoyed the meal’. PHCR Cheryl is seen here with 
Court member Sam, aged 8: ‘It was Sam’s first Foresters lunch and he was very 
keen to help with the raffle. He called out the winning tickets like a professional.’

For some years Court St Augustine 6501 
has supported Mudlarks, a Hertford 
based charity which supports adults and 
young people with learning disabilities. 
On 31 August, the Court reported: ‘Gina 
Forsyth, Court Chief Ranger and Trustee, 
works for the charity at their allotment site where vegetables are produced to 
supply the Mudlarks’ garden cafe. The prestigious Hanbury Manor Hotel hosted 
an event to thank supporters and fundraisers. Court Secretary Cheryl Eagleson, 
together with Trustee Jennifer Whiston were invited. It was a super occasion and 
lovely to meet the charity’s staff and volunteers. The photo shows Gina, Jennifer 
and Cheryl together with senior members of Mudlarks staff.’ 

The East London and Essex Area 
report that ‘On Tuesday 22 August 
Court Princess Alexandra 4163 held 
a lunch at the Nags Head, Ramsden 
Heath just outside Billericay. 25 
members enjoyed themselves.’

Third time lucky

Raffle runner

Give us a wave!

At the manor 
for Mudlarks
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EAST ANGLIA
NORTH

Area Secretary
Kevin Ayres

Court Excelsior 5956
Alison 01223 811 285

Court Eye Of Providence 1112
Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Foresters’ Future 3443
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Foresters’ Home 2746
John 01603 411 273

Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
Helen 01205 352 925

Court Guardian Angel 2523
Pemblah 01493 440 650

Court Gunners’ Delight 1107
Richard 07899 060 949

Court Motteux 1465
Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Perseverance 4892
John 01603 411 273

Court Poor Man’s Friend 4098
Ros 01353 720 638

Court Pride Of Newborough 9399
Sandra 01733 263 128

Court Prospect ‘B’ 9737 
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Robin Hood 1302
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Unity 4893
Ros 01353 720 638

In June members from Court 9399 
Pride of Newborough visited the 
Ramsey Rural Museum. Sandra Rust, 
Court Secretary, reports: ‘We spent 
a pleasant afternoon looking around 
the artefacts. The day brought back 
memories for some of our group, who 
even explained when and how some of 
the exhibits were used. We finished the 
visit with tea and cake.’

A scene from rural life

Rain doesn’t stop play

Roadside assistance 

Seen here are members of the Cowbit Tea for Two charitable club, boarding 
a coach to Norfolk Lavender Gardens near Hunstanton. Court Gunners 
Delight 1107 donated £300 to the club to support their outing on 17 August. 
Richard Nunn, Court Secretary, writes: ‘The club provides a meeting place for 
bereaved or single living people in and around what is an agricultural fenland 
area. The Court’s donation enabled transport to be provided for the visit. 
Among the attendees was Trevor Tyrrell, our Court Chief Ranger and long 
serving Foresters member.’

On 12 August, nineteen members from Court 
Foresters’ Pride 9389 enjoyed an afternoon at 
Tolethorpe Open Air Theatre in Stamford watching 
a production of Alan Bennett’s ‘The Lady in the 
Van’. Our theatre reporter writes, ‘After the play, 
some members also decided to stay for a picnic in 
the beautiful gardens of Tolethorpe Hall. They just 
managed to eat in time before it started to rain!’
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Beer class Sculpture Saturday
Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 visited Batemans Brewery 
in Wainfleet on 10 June. Charlotte Lenton, Assistant 
Secretary, reports: ‘We were joined by twenty members to take part in an 
afternoon guided tour, followed by half an hour of beer tasting. Several 
members caught the train together from Boston so they could enjoy the beer 
without the concern of driving. We even had a member from Lincoln who 
joined us at a Court social event for the first time’.

Court Guardian Angel 2523 reports: 
‘Some of our members enjoyed a 
sunny Saturday in August exploring 
the Raveningham Sculpture Trail, 
followed by tea and cake.’ [Super 
picture, very colourful!  – Ed.]

WALES AND THE BORDERS

WALES AND  
THE BORDERS

Area Secretary
Gail Lancaster

Court Bailey 2751
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Coventry 7829
Rosemary 01452 535 897

Court Loyal Hope 2949
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Marquis Of Bute 2842
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Pride Of The Wye 2849
Michael 01594 860 239

Court Loyal Hope 2949 met 
at the Toby Carvery, Caerphilly 
for their Summer Lunch on the 
21 June. Gail Lancaster, Court 
Secretary, writes: ‘The day happened to also be the Summer Solstice. There 
were 16 members in attendance and we all enjoyed the event, catching up with 
friends and the lunch of course.’ [Was there solst-ice cream for dessert? – Ed.]

Super seaside outing
Rosemary Groves, Secretary of Court 
Coventry 7829, reported on 19 August: 
‘The skies were overcast when a 
party from the Court arrived in Weston 
Super Mare for a day at the seaside. 
Happily, the rain held off, and everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the outing.’

Longest day lunch
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EAST ANGLIA
SOUTH

Area Secretary
Bruce Hicks

Court Brave Old Oak 3658
Beatrix 07885 909 869

Court Indian Chief 6203 
Corinne 01245 328 825

Court Lifeboat 4390 
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Pride Of Essex 4174 
Joan 01621 741 453

Court Pride Of Walton 2678 
Judith 01206 298 658

Court Prince Arthur 5432 
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Princess Royal 2948 
Joyce 01473 658 009

Court Rangers Home 2094   
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Sailors Home 5105   
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Victory 3621  
Bruce 01205 352 925

Royal tea
Court Princess Royal 2948 met at 
Hintlesham Golf Club on Sunday 4 June:  
‘A great way to spend an afternoon -  
a delicious Afternoon Tea’.

Pictured are members of Court 
Prince Arthur 5432 at Blake House 
Craft Centre, Blake End on Sunday 
13 August. Our reporter writes, 
‘We enjoyed a lovely brunch at 
the Sconch tea rooms before 
wandering round the various 
craft centre shops, located in the 
original farmyard buildings.’

A crafty visit

Courts Indian Chief 6203, Rangers Home 2094, Sailors Home 5105 and 
Prince Arthur 5432 joined forces for a shared trip on 19 May. Organised by 
Corrine Page, Secretary of Court 6203, the event saw nearly 50 Foresters 
travel by coach to The Waterside Inn, Ware for a hearty two course lunch. 
After lunch they boarded the boat directly from the restaurant’s own riverside 
terrace to embark on a fully guided cruise through the hidden Hertfordshire 
countryside. They returned to Ware Town Quay, next to the historic Priory, 
before boarding the coach home. A raffle raised £136 for the late PHCR John 
Crossley’s collection towards the British Heart Foundation.

All aboard

Court Sailors Home 5105 of West 
Mersea hosted a garden party on 
Sunday 4 June. Ashley Stammers, Court 
Secretary, reports: ‘Nearly 25 members 
enjoyed cups of tea and lots of delicious 
homemade cakes, and in glorious sunshine! A raffle raised £97 for Mersea 
Beach Club. Thanks to our hosts Cindy and Peter Rudlin, all the cake bakers and 
helpers on the day - too many to mention but you know who you are!’

Court Sailors Home 5105 again had 
a stand at the Mersea Lions Summer 
Show on Saturday 12 August. Ashley 
Stammers, Court Secretary, reports: ‘A 
blustery day but warm enough for an ice 
cream! A total of £99.82 was raised for West Mersea Beach Club. Thanks to our 
volunteers on the day - Cindy, Peter, Pam, Tony, Geoff and Clive.’

Sailors in the sun

Foresters and Lions
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NORTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary

Joanne Andrew 

Court Brownlow 6444

Malcolm 01525 220 778 

Court Fountain of Friendship 4480

Martyn 01582 616 865

Court Nell 6443

Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Perseverance 2796

Ted 01923 466 955

Court Prince Albert 2643

Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Star of Hertfordshire 3511

Christine 01234 772 794

Court Unity 9286

Ian 01234 772 794

Court Verulam Excelsior 6054

Ian 01234 772 794

On 4 June, Court Brownlow 6444 held their annual Spring lunch at the 
Chiltern Forest Golf Club in Aston Clinton, Aylesbury. Our reporter writes: 
‘56 members attended and guest of honour was Glyn Carpenter, High 
Chief Ranger. During the meal, the Court presented the High Chief Ranger 
with £1,000 towards his charity appeal for the Foresters Heritage Trust. 
A raffle raised a further £220. High Chief Ranger Glyn thanked Janet 
and Malcolm Prechner for organising the event and all the Court for their 
fantastic donations’. [Well done Court 6444 – Ed.]

Four-figure 6444
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Members from Courts Brownlow 6444 and Fountain of 
Friendship 4480 teamed up for a trip on the Chinnor and 
Princes Risborough Railway on Sunday 23 July. Martyn 
Fisher, Secretary of Court 4480, reports: ‘26 members 
enjoyed the return journey by steam train. The railway 
staff and volunteers are currently raising money to extend 
the seven-mile track and were all dressed in period 
uniform to keep the age of steam alive and kicking. 
During the visit we took a short walk to The Crown pub 
for Sunday lunch.’

Steam team

Sunday 6 August saw Court Perseverance 2796 take 
to the water for their annual boat trip along the Grand 
Union Canal. Ted House, Court Secretary, reports: ‘We 
had a larger crew this year, with 31 members enjoying 
an exciting voyage from Apsley to Berkhamstead. An 
entertaining time was had by all, including lunch on board 
of either chicken or fish and chips. Younger member 
Jessica helped with navigating the locks and took the 
helm for a while to steer us safely home.’

A grand day out
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NORTH  
WESTERN

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew

Court British Lion 44
Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Edgmond 2447
Jayne 01952 403 489

Court Faithful Abraham 1549
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122
Peter 0161 283 8518

Court Garibaldi’s Rest 4075
Ted 01226 289 408

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Livingstone 6050
Katarzyna 01229 463 554

Court Manchester’s Honour No.1
Christopher 0161 338 5606

Court Min-Y-Don 1464
Frank 01492 517 952

Court Promise 153
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Royal Windermere 697
Veronica 01524 593 768

Court Tunstall 1839
Tony 07990 307 339

Court William Henry No.70
Karen 07904 624 780

NORTH WESTERN

Court Tunstall 1839 enjoyed an outing on Foxfield Steam Railway on Sunday 
30 July. Anne Smith, Court Trustee, reports: ‘There was a good turnout with 
sixty attendees for the train journey from Blythe Bridge to Dilhorne Park. The 
trip included afternoon tea served along the route. A lovely afternoon was had 
by all.’ Anne adds that the railway featured on television ‘a few years back’ 
in the period drama Cranford. Coincidentally, the series was set in the 1840s 
when the Ancient Order of Foresters was barely a decade old. – Ed.

Court Edgmond 2447 teed off with some adventure golf on 24 June. Our 
sports reporter writes: ‘Twenty four Court members and visitors enjoyed a 
lovely sunny day at Perton Park Golf Club near Wolverhampton. Everyone 
had a great fun afternoon in very warm weather.’

On 18 June, North Western 
members visited Trentham 
Monkey Forest. Our primate 
reporter writes: ‘We had a 
great day out! There were ten 
members aged under 16 in 
attendance, which was great to 
see. Some of the group visited 
Trentham shopping centre for 
lunch afterwards too.’ 

Sunday steam

In full swing

Trentham Monkey Foresters
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On 16 July, Foresters presented a cheque to the charity 
Young Lives Vs Cancer on behalf of the late Steve Wrigley. 
Brooklyn Andrew, Court Development Officer and Secretary 
of Courts Promise 153 and Faithful Abraham 1549, reports. 
‘Bro. Steve was extremely passionate about Young Lives Vs 
Cancer and worked so hard fundraising for them. Through 
Court and Area events plus the Northern Conference, 
he raised a huge £7,000. Bro. Steve’s daughters Emma 

and Charlotte, their partners Craig and James, along with 
Steve’s grandchildren - Ava, Harry and Darce - joined us to 
present a cheque at Jack’s House, a home from home to 
support families whose children are fighting cancer. Before 
the presentation we all met for lunch to share memories. 
We finished the day with a talk from Joe, a representative 
from Young Lives Vs Cancer, and a lovely speech from 
Charlotte. It was an emotional day.’ 

A cheque from Steve

SCOTLAND

SCOTLAND 

Area Secretary
Norrie Dudgeon 

Court Abbey 7167 
Lesley 01540 651 762

Court Abercorn 5798
Eileen 0131 241 6458

Court Argyll 5968
Malcolm 01586 552 599

Court Donside 6770
Graeme 07812 673 289

Court Dunedin, Heart Of  
Midlothian 5257
Norrie 07816 091 908

Court Neilson 6329
Eleanor 01698 826 854

Court Pride of the Forth 5686
Lesley 01540 651 762

Court Royal Oak 4640
Eleanor 01698 826 854

Court St. Bernard 5522
Matthew 07713 434380

In mid-June, members spent two nights in Aviemore for a walking event in the 
Scottish Highlands. Norrie Dudgeon, Scotland Area Secretary, reports. ‘On 
the first afternoon we took a leisurely stroll around the Uath Lochans and up to 
the vantage point at Farleitter Crag, where we enjoyed wonderful views over 
Strathspey and the three lochans. On the second day, we walked nine miles 
from Aviemore, through Inverdruie to Blackpark then through Rothiemurchus 
Forest to Loch an Eilein. We walked around the beautiful loch and enjoyed 
views of the island castle. On both nights we went out as a group to local 
restaurants and enjoyed good food and company. We are thinking about a 
walking and cycling trip next year for those game enough!’ 

Foresters on foot
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WESSEX

Area Secretary 
Bobbie Smith

Court Amity 4668 
Jill 01963 220 790

Court Anchor Of Hope 6209
Tony 07967 190 096

Court City Of Bristol 1119
Karen 01384 626 561

Court Concord 2240
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Hampreston 5752
Jennifer 01202 428 183

Court Henbury 5779 
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Lush & Alexandra 5916
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Loyal Brethren 2290
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Island Foresters 1821
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Merdon 2201 
Morag 07572 873 637

Court Palace 6158
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Perseverance 3917 (Jersey) 
Richard 01534 880 977

Court Pride Of Hampshire 1734
Margaret 02380 740 471

Court Pride Of Sarnia 8143 
(Guernsey) 
David 01481 728 864

Court Progress 3038 
Colin 01305 852 516

Court Prospect 6575
Andrew 01305 264 316

Court Sarum & Pembroke 3260
Janet 01722 742 400

Court Sir George Hewitt 5069
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court St. Andrew 7170
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Stanley 6967
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Vale Of Avon 5217
Jane 01425 839 665

Court Yeovil’s Pride 3024
Rebecca 01935 478 598

Morag Kirby, Secretary of Court 
Merdon 2201, writes: ‘Originally 
registered in 1852, Courts 
Winchester Castle and Merdon 
Castle merged to form Court Merdon in 1999, making the Court over 170 years old. 
The Court committee felt that the best way to celebrate was a special anniversary 
lunch. At the end of April over 60 members and guests gathered at Burley Manor Hotel 
in the beautiful New Forest. The event gave the Court the opportunity to display a set 
of Foresters ceremonial axes that a previous Chief Ranger had managed to find and 
restore. A special presentation was made to Bobbie Smith, who was instrumental in 
keeping the Court going through some difficult times. With a beautiful setting and a 
delicious three course lunch, a wonderful afternoon was had by all.’

In memoriam – Ken Legge

Happy anniversary

With great sadness we report the passing 
in August of Bro. Kenneth Legge at the age 
of 102. After his birth in 1921, Bro. Kenneth 
was enrolled into the Independent Order of 
Rechabites by his father. He joined Foresters 
at the age of 16 and was a member of Court 
Yeovil’s Pride 3024. In January 1941, Kenneth 
was called up to serve in the RAF. His postings 
during the Second World War included in India, Burma, Singapore and Malaysia. 
Demobbed in 1946, Kenneth looked forward to attending Foresters meetings 
and social events with his daughter Janet, who he enrolled into the Court when 
she was born. Kenneth had a remarkable memory and still lived alone aged 100. 
He moved into a residential home just a week before turning 101. Kenneth had 
a wonderful life and will be sorely missed by all who knew him, including his two 
children, five grandchildren and six great grandchildren.
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Tea in the sun

On Sunday 11 June, Court Henbury 5779 held an event 
to support the Wessex Area Chief Ranger’s charity 
appeal. Tony Dayman, Court Secretary, reports: ‘On 
a gloriously sunny day Court 5779 held a Cream Teas 
Afternoon at the Old School, Sturminster Marshall. The 
income from the teas and tombola amounted to £573, 
all of which was donated to the Area Chief Ranger’s 
appeal for Guts UK, a charity that funds research into 
and assists those who have been diagnosed with 
cancers and other disorders of the digestive system. 
Among the visitors was Jane White, Chief Ranger 
of Court Merdon 2201. Jane presented Brian Rigler, 
Wessex Area Chief Ranger, with a cheque from her 
Court for £500. Brian, who is also Chief Ranger of 
Court 5779, thanked all the Wessex Area Courts and 
individuals who have supported the appeal.’

In May, Court City of Bristol 1119 
visited Bath. The Court reports: ‘24 
Court and family members joined 
the trip around the Roman Baths. 
The beautiful historic city had such 
amazing architecture and we enjoyed 
a very interesting journey through 
time. An additional benefit was the 
gorgeous weather.’

Bristol in Bath
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Marathon man

PRIDE OF KENT

Area Secretary
John Potten

Court Defence 4343
John Potten 01227 794 552

Court Louis 5401
Joanne (Interim) 07724 781 611

Court Maid Marian 5237
John Franks 01892 822 386

Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329
John Potten 01227 794 552

Court Robin Hood 2694
John Springham 01474 568 459

Court Union Jack 3825
John Potten 01227 794 552

PRIDE OF KENT

Very well done to Ian Head of Court Pride 
of Greenstreet 5329. Ian raised £2,665 for 
Prostate Cancer UK by running the 2023 
London Marathon. John Potten, Court 
Secretary, writes: ‘In early 2022 Ian’s dad 
Mike, a member of Court 5329 and Court 
Louis 5401, was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer. As a result, Mike advised his sons and 
brothers to have PSA tests for the disease. 
In one case an aggressive form of cancer 
needing urgent treatment was caught just 
in time. All this motivated Ian to run in the 
2023 London Marathon as part of the Prostate Cancer UK team. On April 23, 
he joined nearly 50,000 other runners in the rain for the start at Greenwich. 
Despite a leg injury, which forced him to stop for treatment at a St John 
Ambulance station, Ian completed his first marathon in 4 hours 28 minutes. 
Ian raised £2000 via his JustGiving website page, while his father Mike and 
wife Pam raised a further £665 by seeking sponsorship at Mike’s sports and 
social clubs. Foresters Courts 5329 and 5401 also made donations to this 
worthwhile charity.’ [Fantastic achievement Ian. Well done to you and all your 
supporters - Ed.]

On 23 July, Court Defence 4343 held an afternoon tea at the King Charles Hotel in Gillingham. Our reporter writes: 
‘The event was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.’ A month later, Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329 held a lunch 
on 20 August at the Woodstock Sports and Social club in Sittingbourne: ‘It was a very good lunch with 50 attendees. 
A raffle was held and there were handmade goods on sale for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for Youth Sport Trust.’

Court functions
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High Court 2023

Your Editor hadn’t been to Torquay since a holiday in 2012 and 
looked forward to revisiting ‘the English Riviera’. Especially as it 
meant attending two High Courts in a row. My first, Southport 
in 2019, was followed by the two virtual AGMs held during the 
pandemic. Arriving at the Riviera International Centre therefore 
induced a comforting mixture of novelty and routine. Before the 
official proceedings began Glyn Carpenter, High Chief Ranger, 
and Trevor Batten, Society Chairman, welcomed first time 
delegates: ‘immerse yourself in it and enjoy it’.  

As with High Court 2022 in Llandudno, delegates in the room 
were joined by those watching and voting online. Some Courts 
sent in person and online delegates. Notably, the participants 
in both formats were almost equal. Of the 338 registered 
delegates, 179 (53 percent) took part in person while 159 
(47 percent) did so online. It will be interesting to see if the 
percentages change in future. Plus, whether these changes 
affect where High Court is held.

For 2023, High Court returned to one of the Society’s most popular venues. Torquay on 
the south Devon coast has now hosted High Court ten times. The first was in 1954, when 
566 delegates gathered at the Town Hall. At that time High Court was held in September 
and lasted for a whole week. Some 59 years later, High Court 2023 was held at the Riviera 
International Centre from Saturday 1 to Monday 3 July. 

High Court highlights

•	The Society’s 184th High Court was the 
second to use a hybrid format

•	There were 338 delegates, including 32 
attending their first High Court

•	John Springham was elected High Chief 
Ranger 

•	Joanne Andrew was elected High Sub-Chief 
Ranger

•	Erik Vynckier was re-elected as Non-
Executive Member Director

•	Trevor Batten, Society Chairman, was  
re-elected as Non-Executive Professional 
Director

•	Paul Austin and Annabel Venner were 
elected as Non-Executive Professional 
Directors

•	Norrie Dudgeon and Caroline Instance were 
elected to the Membership Committee 

•	High Chief Ranger Glyn Carpenter’s charity 
appeal for the Foresters Heritage Trust 
raised a provisional £58,000
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Excluding the virtual AGMs of 2020 and 2021, the twenty most 
recent High Courts have been shared among nine venues. 
While Cardiff, Manchester, Telford and Llandudno have hosted 
once each, Torquay, Eastbourne, Scarborough, Southport 
and Birmingham have seen repeat visits (including Torquay six 
times). This reflects the complex logistics of staging High Court. 
There are only a few halls big enough to accommodate 300 to 
400 delegates in classroom style seating. If in person delegates 
decrease, the choice of venues may increase as different 
options become viable. 

‘The future is ours to create’
On the Saturday morning, as waves rolled onto Torquay beach 
and the seafront palm trees bobbed in the breeze, High Court 
began at 10am. ‘Greensleeves’ played as Peter Nixon, Curator 
at the Foresters Museum, carried the Society standard into 
the Forum. The Past High Chief Rangers processed behind, 
then the Board members and High Chief Ranger stepped onto 
the stage. Michael Charlton-Hubble, Past High Chief Ranger, 
read the Foresters Prayer. Glyn Carpenter, High Chief Ranger, 
formally welcomed everyone to Torquay. High Court 2023 was 
underway.

First item on the agenda was the High Chief Ranger’s Address. 
High Chief Ranger Glyn reported that he was honoured to 
serve in the office for a second time. His first was in 2016-17. 
He hoped however that serving twice would be an exception 
rather than the norm and encouraged more members to put 
themselves forward for the role. He thanked everyone who had 
supported the charity appeal for the Foresters Heritage Trust, 

plus all the members and Courts who had invited him and his 
wife Christine to social events. He also emphasised how High 
Court shapes the direction of the Society before concluding 
‘the future is ours to create’.

Absent friends
After the High Chief Ranger’s Address, the Message of Loyalty 
was read out. For the first time in 70 years, it referred to ‘the 
King’. It was proposed that the late Queen Elizabeth should 
be included in the Message as a mark of respect, along with 
Queen Camilla. This was duly accepted. 

Next, thoughts turned to absent friends. Many delegates spoke 
about fellow Foresters who had recently passed away. Among 
others, tributes were paid to Past High Chief Rangers John 
Crossley and Don Wild, Chris Morris (Court Secretary and 
former Area Co-ordinator), Steve Wrigley (Court Secretary, Area 
Secretary, and Court Development Officer) and Steve Barker 
(Court and Area Secretary). The Remembrance concluded with 
a minute’s silence. 

Another absentee was Nick Warr, Finance Director. In February 
2023, Nick announced that he was leaving Foresters at the end 
of July to become Actuarial Director at LV= (Liverpool Victoria). 
Nick joined Foresters in 2019 as Chief Actuary before being 
promoted to the Board. A regular presenter at the Southern 
and Northern Conferences, Nick hoped to attend High Court. 
An issue with childcare for his young family meant he was 
unable to. Trevor Batten, Society Chairman, thanked Nick in his 
absence for the work he had done for Foresters and wished 
him all the best for the future. 

Miscellany 
Prize Draw
Congratulations to 
Mary Donnelly of Court 
Foresters’ Pride 9389 
for winning the 2023 
Miscellany Prize Draw. 
‘I am delighted. It 
was a lovely surprise’ 
Mary says. Mary has been a Forester ‘for 
about 25 years’ but began attending Court 
meetings ‘during the last four or five.’ She 
is currently Court 9389’s Junior Woodward. 
Born in Kerry in southern Ireland, Mary was 
awarded a scholarship to study psychology at 
Oxford University before becoming a lecturer 
at the University of Nottingham. Mary says of 
Foresters ‘I’m so happy to belong to such a 
lovely big family.’ She has invested some of the 
£250 prize in premium bonds and ‘spent a little 
on treats, like perfume’. The Miscellany Prize 
Draw is open to all members who subscribe 
to printed or online editions of the magazine. 
Details on how to enter the 2024 Draw can be 
found on the inside back cover.

Joanne Andrew

Michael Charlton-Hubble and Humphrey ClarkeCaroline Instance meets Agatha Christie

Paul Austin

Ken Thomas
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Later during High Court, a temporary absence was granted to 
Alex Coope of Court Victory’s Pride 3067. An online delegate, 
Alex had to briefly leave the meeting to help clear a fallen tree. 
As Glyn Carpenter, High Chief Ranger, put it, ‘There we go, 
Forestry in action.’

Membership matters
Throughout the weekend delegates heard from a variety of 
speakers. They included the candidates standing for election as 
Non-Executive Directors - Paul Austin, Trevor Batten, Annabel 
Venner and Erik Vynckier. Rachel Webb, Chief Executive, 
gave a wide ranging report on the Society’s finances and 
business plans. Grant Streader, Head of Operations, gave a 
video presentation on Group Business, including the police 
federations. Cheryl Eagleson, Past High Chief Ranger, provided 
an update from the Past High Chief Ranger’s Working Group.

Most of the presentations were led by the Membership 
Committee. Gail Lancaster explained the Committee’s terms of 
reference and introduced the other members. Janet Clements, 
Past High Chief Ranger, spoke on how the Committee 
represents and interacts with members. Glyn Carpenter, High 
Chief Ranger, provided details of the Committee’s recent 
initiatives, including setting up a new Honorary Court, Heritage 
1834, and a range of Foresters branded clothes. Several 
delegates were soon modelling them. 

Brooklyn Andrew and Erik Vynckier spoke on Court finances, 
including discretionary grants. Pauline Young’s session on 
communication included an exercise inviting delegates to draw 
a shape following verbal instructions. Michelle Collins, Court 
Services Manager, made her first ever High Court presentation 

Violet Smith of 
Court Constantia 
2206 came up 
with a colourful 
fundraising activity 
for the High Chief 
Ranger’s charity 
appeal. Violet’s 
‘Guess the dress’ 
competition invited 
attendees to predict 
what colour her 
outfit would be for 
the Gala Dinner. 
There were 48 
colours to choose 
from and the winner 
would receive a 
bottle of wine.  
To raise as much money as possible, multiple guesses 
were encouraged and in the event of multiple winners, 
a random draw would decide the result. When the 
Gala Dinner arrived, six voters had guessed correctly. 
Michelle Collins, Court Services Manager, won the wine 
while Violet’s fantastic Sky Blue outfit raised £74.15 for 
the Foresters Heritage Trust appeal.

Guess  
the dress

Janet Clements and Kenneth Whitehead HCR Glyn receives Fund donations

Grant Streader

Annabel Venner Any spare change?Brian Smith and Kathryn Vagneur

John WillsBrooklyn Andrew Break time

Dozie Azubike
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by speaking about Blue Light Teams. The idea is to set up a 
fast acting support network for struggling Courts.

Kathryn Vagneur and Charlotte Lenton spoke on the Court 
Strategy Project. Their session closed with a case study from 
Guernsey. John Wills and Paul Stanford from Court Pride of 
Sarnia 8143 gave a detailed history of the Court, in particular 
methods they used to increase membership. Throughout the 
weekend, the Chairman and High Chief Ranger gave delegates 
the opportunity to ask questions. Those at the venue spoke 
at the rostrum as usual. Online delegates were connected by 
LUMI (the High Court IT team) and appeared on the room’s  
big screens.

Dining and dancing

Besides being a business meeting, High Court is a social 
occasion. Between the sessions, delegates and visitors alike 
enjoyed catching up over a cuppa and browsing the stands 
in the Arena. As the outgoing charity appeal, the Foresters 
Heritage Trust had a presence throughout the weekend. A 
variety of exhibits from the Heritage Trust collection were on 
display. There was also a photo montage of some of the larger 
objects at the Foresters Museum in Tunstall. 

During the lunch breaks delegates dined to the sound of 
Foresters Brass. On Saturday evening the band held a special 
concert upstairs in the Grace Murrell Room. Their set included 
jazz standards, Hollywood musical numbers, plus covers of 
pop songs. The band played ‘Happy Birthday’ to Diana Farrar 
of Court Lansdowne 2559 and a request for ‘The Floral Dance’ 
encouraged twirls between the tables. 

On Sunday evening, delegates and guests enjoyed the Gala 
Dinner. John Springham, High Sub-Chief Ranger, was an 
accomplished toastmaster. Following the three-course meal,  
a large raffle raised £1,130. This was supplemented by a £125 
whip-round by Foresters Brass plus Violet Smith’s ‘Guess 
the Dress’ competition [see separate box – Ed.]. A disco 
afterwards continued late into the night. 

Lest we forget

Sunday’s programme had begun at Torquay War Memorial. At 
9am delegates were invited to attend a wreath laying service 
led by Michael Charlton-Hubble, Past High Chief Ranger. 
Around 50 members gathered for the event. Glyn Carpenter, 
High Chief Ranger, laid a Foresters wreath on behalf of the 
Society. Christine Carpenter read an extract from Lawrence 
Binyan’s poem ‘For the Fallen’ (‘They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old’...) and the Kohima Epitaph. A minute’s 
silence was held before Chris Warner from Foresters Brass 
played the Last Post. 

Delegates then headed to the Society’s AGM. Torquay War 
Memorial is just over half a mile from the Riviera International 
Centre. Some 23 Foresters made the journey on foot, following 
the Society standard along the seafront. The group included 
Past High Chief Rangers and first time delegates. For many 
years, High Court saw hundreds of delegates walk behind their 
District standards on the way to the Church Service. ‘Our little 
parade’ (as High Chief Ranger Glyn later described it) was an 
enjoyable reminder of those times. 
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Abracadabra!

Helpdesk
Past Chairmen John Instance  
and Mike WilkinsonForesters Brass
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Propositions 

Besides seven elections, the AGM agenda listed 21 
propositions. Eleven came from the Board, while nine came 
from the Board on behalf of the Membership Committee. 
One proposition, number 16, was presented by the Board 
in conjunction with the Membership Committee. There were 
no propositions submitted by Courts and there were no 
amendments. All the propositions were carried.  

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2022 were approved, as 
was the Remuneration Report. MHA Macintyre Hudson LLP 
were appointed as the Society’s external auditors. The list of 
members appointed to the Arbitration Tribunal was approved, 
as were the nominations for Portraits in Miscellany. Once 
more, your Editor would like to sincerely thank delegates for 
supporting this proposition. 

The levy for the Member Care Benefit Fund decreased to 16p 
per £100 of Court net assets. The Heritage Trust Levy (5p per 
£100 of Court net assets) remained unchanged. Increased 
grants of £3,800 were approved for the Yorkshire Foresters 
Convalescent Home, Foresters Homes Bexleyheath, and the 
Portsmouth & District Friendly Societies Homes. The Foresters 
Brass Donation decreased by 0.01p, to 1.75p per £100 of 
Court net assets. Delegates also voted to close the Subsidiary 
Benefit Fund with the balance, £24,000, transferred to the 
Member Care Benefit Fund. 

There were two propositions relating to the Court Management 
Charge. For 2023 the Charge would be £2.09 per £100 of 
Court net assets, followed by an increase in 2024 to £2.19 per 
£100 of Court net assets. The proposition covering 2024 was 
intended to mitigate for potential inflation, plus allow Courts to 
budget further ahead. Both increases were approved. 

Court strategy

At High Court 2021, delegates voted for a future strategy to 
improve and ensure the long-term future of the Courts. The 
Membership Committee has since led a wide consultation 
process to put the new Court Strategy together. After 
discussing a ‘Green Paper’ of suggestions at High Court 2022, 
a ‘White Paper’ of their findings was issued in January 2023. 
At High Court 2023, the Membership Committee and the 
Board proposed the Court Strategy’s initial stages. 

The overriding vision of the Court Strategy is to ‘return to the 
Historic Foresters Ethos’ of delivering ‘Benevolent and Social 
Services to members.’ To achieve this, three broad areas of 
improvement were identified: refreshing the Court network, 
investing in the Courts’ future and increasing the Society’s 
national profile. Proposition 16 presented the timeline and 
budget for Stage 1, including the costs of hiring a part-time 
Project Co-ordinator. An additional levy of 2p per £100 of  
net Court assets for 2023 and 6p per £100 for 2024 was  
also agreed.

Of all the propositions at High Court 2023, the Court Strategy 
created the longest and most spirited debate. Several 
delegates raised concerns about costs and terms of reference, 
so suggested that the proposition should be withdrawn. Others 
said that waiting another year would lose valuable time and 
goodwill. After a prolonged discussion, the Court Strategy was 
carried by 245 votes to 46. 

Jenny Rouse of Youth Sport Trust

HCR John Springham The stage is set...Gala Dinner belles
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Election results

At High Court 2023 delegates once again used electronic 
voting for propositions and elections. Each delegate in the room 
was given a small machine, rather like a pocket calculator. 
Votes were cast by selecting the appropriate buttons. 
Delegates could also use these devices to type questions. 
Online delegates voted by following prompts onscreen. 

Electronic voting means that results can be counted and 
verified almost immediately. Using this method, the following 
members were elected: 

•	 High Chief Ranger – John Springham

•	 High Sub-Chief Ranger – Joanne Andrew

•	 Non-Executive Member Director – Erik Vynckier

•	 Non-Executive Professional Director – Paul Austin,  
Trevor Batten, Annabel Venner

•	 Membership Committee – Norrie Dudgeon,  
Caroline Instance

Although John Springham was elected using modern 
technology this was after he had been provisionally voted 
into office using a traditional manner. While proposing John 
Springham for election, John Levett, Past High Chief Ranger, 
asked delegates ‘Shall we do it by acclamation?’ This was 
agreed. When the proposition was moved, the room resounded 
with a chorus of assent: ‘AYE!’ 

Trusts and travels

A cornerstone of High Court is when the outgoing High Chief 
Ranger reveals the total raised for their charity appeal. The 
drumroll moment came on Monday morning. Glyn Carpenter, 
High Chief Ranger, restated the aim of digitising the Foresters 
Heritage Trust collection. After thanking members for their 
support, he opened the giant envelope at the rostrum and 
unveiled the cheque. The provisional total raised for the 
Foresters Heritage Trust was £58,000. 

In one of his last duties as High Sub-Chief Ranger, John 
Springham introduced his chosen appeal. Founded in 1995, 
Youth Sport Trust is a charity that uses sport and play to aid 
children’s education and development. Jenny Rouse, their 
Commercial Director, gave an informative presentation about 
the Trust’s aims and activities. She began by asking everyone 
in the room to pull their neighbour’s hand, which led to plenty 
of wriggling and giggling. ‘That is play - and many of our 
children don’t get enough. We’re here to help create happy, 
healthy children’. 

On this positive note the new officers were installed, 
beginning with John Springham as High Chief Ranger. After 
the installations, Kim Syrett of Court St. Leonards 2350 
proposed the Vote of Thanks to our hosts in Torquay, the 
LUMI technicians who enabled delegates to join in online and 
the Court Services team for all their work during the weekend. 
The Vote was seconded by Ken Thomas of Court Pendennis 
3754. Ken Strudwick, Past High Chief Ranger, then led the 
ritual of Foresters Fire. High Court formally closed in the 
traditional way, with delegates linking arms to sing  
Old Lang Syne. 

The skies were rather overcast when High Court 2023 began. 
Fittingly, the sun came out as the weekend progressed. 
Hopefully, Foresters from nationwide can look forward to a 
sunny outlook in Scarborough for High Court 2024.  

Award winners
During the Gala Dinner, Lisa Russell, Company Secretary, was 
presented with the High Chief Ranger’s Award for outstanding 
service. Glyn Carpenter, High Chief Ranger, explained ‘Lisa 
goes above and beyond for members every day, never 
more so than at High Court. Thank you for all you do for 
us in Foresters.’ High Chief Ranger Glyn also announced 
the winners of the Society’s new Achievement Awards. The 
Achievement Awards were established in honour of the late 
Steve Wrigley, who had set up a regional ‘I / We Made A 
Difference Award’ scheme. For the nationwide Achievement 
Awards members were invited to nominate individuals, teams, 
Courts and Areas. Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 received a 
trophy and certificate, presented to their Secretary, Helen 
Hicks. Marianne Pope, Secretary of Court Benevolence 2568, 
wasn’t at High Court but was presented later with her trophy, 
certificate and £100 cheque. Marianne is on the right with Liz 
Abbott, Past High Chief Ranger, and Joyce Dewick, Court 
Chief Ranger. Congratulations to all the winners.

Lisa Russell

Marianne Pope (right)

Court 9389
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HANTS AND SUSSEX

HANTS  
AND SUSSEX

Area Secretary   
George Yalden

Court Bosmere 2277
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281

Court Castledean 3797
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281

Court Constantia 2206
Ken 01243 788 190

Court Crown 3832
George 02392 349 744

Court Loyal Sincerity 2271
Morag 07572 873 637 

Court Maberley Wyndham 4217
Patricia 01798 861 291

Court Robin Hood’s Castle 5373
Ken 01243 788 190

Court Sir William Jolliffe 4479
Pauline 01243 788 190

Court Star Of Selsey 3954
Patricia 07788 244 919

On 19 August, members met for a night of Inter-Area 
Skittles. The Hants and Sussex Area welcomed Southern 
Home Counties members at The Spur pub in Slindon 
near Arundel. Our sports reporter writes: ‘A wonderful 
night of skittles supported by Courts Constantia 2206, 
Sir William Jolliffe 4479, Crown 3832 and Bosmere 2277. 
Their opponents from Southern Home Counties came 
from Courts St Leonards 2350, Star of Surrey 2767, 
Lansdowne 2559 and Friar Tuck 4460. Court 2350 were 

the winning team while the wooden spoon went to Court 
3832. John Instance from 2350 was the highest scoring 
man, while Pauline Young of Court 4479 and Violet Smith 
of Court 2206 tied for best scoring lady. Each received 
a bottle of wine. A raffle raised £158, which was shared 
between both Area Chief Ranger’s charity appeals. Thank 
you to all who took part and the Hants and Sussex Area 
committee for arranging the event.’

On Sunday 11 June, members 
from the Hants and Sussex Area 
made the most of the sun with a refreshing boat trip along the Chichester 
Canal. Our reporter writes: ‘We had a leisurely ride along the four miles of the 
canal and enjoyed spotting lots of wildlife along the way. Members saw mallard 
ducks, moorhens, swans and herons. During the trip we had a sumptuous 
cream tea. On the way back to Chichester we stopped off the boat for some 
lovely ice cream. A bit of rain at the end of the trip didn’t stop everyone 
enjoying each other’s company. A very great afternoon.’ 

Water and wings

Inter-Area action
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SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH  
LONDON

Area Secretary
Janet Clements

Court Apollo 3861
Janet 01708 478 980

Court British Flag 3213   
Joanne (Interim) 07724 781 611

Court Eleanor Rummyn 3182
Catherine 01483 481 203

Court Foresters Fancy 1968   
Cheryl 07885 761 787

Court Foresters’ Glory 2242   
Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Guildford Castle 3094
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Nelson’s Pride 2338   
Mike 020 8333 7668

Court Newark Abbey 4675   
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Planet Of Streatham 3408
Ian 07856 747 299

Court Runnymede 2089   
Joanne 07724 781 611

Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Wellington 3449   
Rosemary 020 8652 7467

Court Wellington Hope 2215
Brenda 01474 568 459

Ann and Paul Loader, long standing members 
of Court Foresters Fancy 1968, celebrated 
their Golden Wedding anniversary on 11 
August. Cheryl Fox, Court Secretary, reports: 
‘Ann and Paul’s children - Corinne, Ian and 
Matthew and their families, all members of 
Court 1968 - surprised them with a family celebration in Clevedon. There, 
a visit to the pier revealed a golden plaque commemorating Ann and Paul’s 
50th Wedding anniversary. Congratulations to Ann and Paul and we wish 
them many more happy years together.’

Sunday 13 August saw Court Guildford Castle 3094 
host their Annual BBQ in Brian and Helen Robins’ 
garden: ‘Thirty members and friends were greeted with 
a glass of Pimm’s. The food table was loaded with 
salads, burgers, sausages and chicken, followed by 
delicious desserts and cakes. It was great to catch up 
with friends from all over the South London Area, plus 
we were very lucky with the weather. Everyone agreed 
it had been another successful event.’

On 16 July, Court Wellington 3449 hosted a Miniature Train Day at the Surrey 
Society of Model Engineers (SSME) in Leatherhead. Our transport reporter 
writes: ‘The weather stayed bright, various trains ran, plus there were cakes 
galore. We were delighted to welcome John Springham, High Chief Ranger, and 
his Lady, Brenda. The event made over £500, which will be shared between our 
Court charity Leatherhead Swans and the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for the 
Youth Sport Trust. A big thank you to everyone who supported the event.’

Full steam ahead

Golden years

Catch up over ketchup
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A hot and sunny 19 June saw members of Courts Sir Colin 
Campbell 4399, Newark Abbey 4675 and Guilford Castle 3094, 
together with other Foresters friends, visit Windsor Castle to 
watch the Garter Day Parade. Anne Hawkins, Secretary of 
Courts 4399, 4675 and 3094, reports: ‘Two bands entertained 
the crowds while we waited for the parade to begin. Just 
after 2pm the Foot Guards took up their positions, followed 
ten minutes later by the Household Cavalry. At 2.40pm the 
Royal Procession commenced. We saw the Military Knights of 
Windsor, the Officers of Arms, followed by Knights and Ladies 
of the Order of the Garter. Royal members of the Order followed 
– the Duke of Gloucester, the Princess Royal, the Prince of 
Wales and the Duke of Edinburgh. Then followed Officers of 
the Order of the Garter, Black Rod, the Register of the Order, 
and the Chancellor. Finally, we saw the King and Queen. All the 
outfits were magnificent and the military performed with their 
usual precision. A great afternoon.’ [Members also spotted a 
familiar Foresters face. See the Out and About pages... - Ed.]

The South London Area arranged a visit to the WWT 
London Wetland Centre on 30 July. Our reporter writes: 
‘We began our visit by watching the otters being fed, 
then some of the children in our group had a go at pond 
dipping. Others enjoyed walking around the main lake. 

There are several hides located by the paths and although 
it was a rather grey day, we saw many different birds. The 
staff were very knowledgeable and able to answer all our 
questions. There was a children’s playpark, a café and 
lots of benches for a picnic.’ 

Courts at the Castle

Feathered friends
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YORKSHIRE

YORKSHIRE

Area Secretary
Helen Mackinnon 

Court Abiding Hope 2560
Andrea 01924 460 602

Court Chatsworth 2337
Alison 07729 879 138

Court Children Of The Forest 3710
Mike 0161 449 9665

Court Excelsior 4634
Kathryn 07900 256 174

Court Forester's Home 405
Martin 07875 284 883

Court Friendship 9370
Abraham 01482 441 750

Court George Stephenson 808
John 01434 607 673

Court Good Intent 2795
Sarah 07717 492 374

Court Goodwin 7225
Martyn 01709 511 923

Court Hotham 719
Carole 01377 270 140

Court Knaresborough Old Castle 
506
Kate 07814 229 075

Court Lady Hilda 567
Michael 07979 953 133

Court Marquis Grand United 4727
Shirley 0161 449 9665

Court Perseverance 1586 
Helen 01845 526 035

Court Peveril of the Peak 1972 
Tracey 01663 751 151

Court Roebuck 2510
David 07729 709 568

Court Sir Robert Peel 6088
Paul 0113 245 3062

Court Spirit Of Bagthorpe 5317
Theresa 01623 659 511

Court Swan 498
Ken 0113 264 8537

Court The Three Marys 322
Joan 01422 315 646

Court Victory's Pride 3067
Lindsey 01482 820 144

Court White Rose 447
Helen 01845 526 035

Court William & Mary 332
Adrian 01484 687 079

Birthday surprise

In June, Court Forester’s Home 405 donated £250 to local junior football club 
Holmfirth Town FC. This photo shows Ryan Farrell, Court Trustee, handing the 
cheque to some of the players, including Harley (in the red shirt) and Hunter 
(in the blue striped shirt). Sean Hazelden, coach of Holmfirth Town U9s, wrote 
to the Court: ‘Thank you for your kind contribution towards our club. We 
are looking at expanding to four U9 teams next season as we have rapidly 
increased in numbers recently. In September 2022, Holmfirth Town provided 
football for 226 boys and girls across 17 junior teams – though it is more now! 
Your donation will allow us to purchase the necessary equipment (balls / bibs / 
cones etc) to get our new U9 team up and running.’

Court Goodwin 7225 celebrated the support of two longstanding members 
with a surprise birthday visit. Martyn Blueitt, Court Secretary, writes: ‘Jeff 
and Joan Worton have been active supporters of Court Goodwin for many 
years. Unfortunately, health problems prevented them from attending our 
June meeting, which was in the week of Jeff’s 80th birthday. Consequently, 
my wife and I took Jeff’s present and some flowers up to their house and 
were made very welcome.’

Home team 



FORESTERS MISCELLANY   33

MEMBER MOMENTS

YORKSHIRE

Besides their regular meetings, Court George Stephenson 
808 have begun to arrange smaller informal gatherings for 
members. The Court reported on 27 July: ‘We have had 
our first Coffee, Cake and Conversation meeting at Dobbies 
Garden Centre, Birtley. It was a great success. Everyone 
enjoyed the chance to meet up in smaller numbers and 
have a good chat. More meetings are now being planned 
and a big thanks to everyone who turned up.’

Michael Grealy, Past High Chief Ranger, shares some news 
as Secretary of Court Children of the Forest 3710: ‘The 
Court held a Sunday lunch on 30 July at The Pear Tree pub 
in Humberston, Cleethorpes. There were 20 members in 

attendance. As usual a raffle was held, which raised £70 
for the Court Chief Ranger’s charity, Ward 31 at Castle Hill 
Hospital.’

On 30 July, Court William and Mary 332 held their annual Crown 
Green bowls competition at Thongsbridge Bowling Club. Our 
sports reporter writes: ‘30 bowlers and plenty of spectators had 
an enjoyable afternoon. The weather behaved itself until the final. 
Winners were Simon Hough and Ste Ashton who won a close 
game against Margaret Williams (the Court’s Chief Ranger) and 
Robert Schofield. A raffle and ‘name the rabbit’ competition raised 
£161 for the Chief Ranger’s charity.’

Court George Stephenson 808 met for lunch at The City 
of Newcastle Golf Club on 3 June. Our reporter writes: 
‘Fantastic third lunch of the year with over 40 members 
joining in. The food was excellent and the staff were 
superb. We had a great presentation from Durham Area 
Youth, who told us about the work they do and shared 
some of their personal experiences - great to hear from a 
charity we have supported. Finally, a big shout out to our 
entertainment. Singing by Karen, a visit from Mrs Brown 
and dancing by our members.’

Bowled over

Coffee, cake and conversation

Foresters in a pear tree

Lunch party
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Guernsey gift

Among the Foresters who attended the Guernsey Weekend in May were 
six members of Court Lansdowne 2559. The Court reports: ‘Our members 
spent what was a very enjoyable and educational weekend with the Guernsey 
members, who made us all very welcome. John Ellis, our Chief Ranger, 
presented a wooden bowl to Jan Hawke, Chief Ranger of Court Pride of 
Sarnia 8143. The bowl was hand made by our Court’s Sub Chief Ranger, 
Colin Baker.’

Court Friar Tuck 4460 held a small garden party at their Secretary Vicky’s 
home in Uckfield ‘before her children were on school holiday’. A raffle raised 
£65 for the Court Chief Ranger’s local charity, Crowborough Foodbank.

SOUTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Colin Baker

Court Friar Tuck 4460 
Vicky 01825 371 548

Court Lansdowne 2559
Roger 07714 736 737

Court Perseverence Of  
West Kent 3420
John 01474 568 459

Court South Sussex 2454
Diana 01323 899 101

Court St. Leonards 2350 
Kim 01444 258 278

Court Star Of Surrey 2767
John 01273 833 281

Court Unity 3665   
John 01474 568 459

91 years Young
On 15 June, Court Lansdowne 
2559 made a special presentation 
to long term member Charlie 
Young [in the blue shirt] The Court 
reports: ‘Charlie has in the past held 
various positions within Forestry. 
He was an active member until the 
pandemic, which led to a stay in 
hospital and he now lives in a care 
home. John Ellis, our current Chief 
Ranger, presented Charlie with 
a Past Chief Ranger’s Jewel and 
framed certificate for his outstanding 
contribution to Foresters. Charlie 
was 91 in September.’

Garden gathering
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Pictured are members of Court South Sussex 2454 in late August, 
taking a breather during their Summer Walk. ‘From Sovereign Harbour in 
Eastbourne we went along the beach to Pevensey, where we had lunch in 
The Smugglers Inn. We then went back across the fields, to make a 7-mile 
round trip. We were all pleased to get home and put our feet up.’

Seaside stroll

At their meeting on 4 June, Court 
South Sussex 2454 held cheque 
presentations with two local charities 
that they have been supporting. 
Members from the Court Committee of Management presented the Youth 
Counselling Project with £370 and Seahaven Wildlife Rescue with £380. Both 
amounts were raised during the previous six months. [Regular readers will 
recognise Bro. Den Bunn, Court Chief Ranger, in the right of both photos. 
Sadly, he passed away in early September after a courageous battle with 
cancer. Our sincere condolences go out to Bro. Den’s family and friends – Ed.]

South Sussex double

Pictured - about 140 metres 
above sea level - are Trudy Weller 
and her daughter Heidi at the top 
of Brighton’s i360 tower. On 18 
August, they walked across the 
observation pod’s glass roof when 
it was at maximum height, raising 
over £500 for Martlets Hospice. 
Trudy, former Secretary of Court 
Lansdowne 2559, writes: ‘Well, we 
did it! Despite getting soaked to 
our skins, it was exhilarating. The 
Martlets are always in great need of 
funds to ensure they can continue 
to give the wonderful care to both 
patients and their families. One 
reason Heidi joined me, other than 
supporting this amazing charity, was 
to help me creep up the ladder and 
nudge me through the hole in the 
roof. Thanks to all my sponsors.’

Walk on the high side
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EAST MIDLANDS

Court Albert 2926
Jeremy 07801 231 678

Court Benevolence 2568
Marianne 07456 949 722

Court Flower of England 2769
Brian 07973 966 476

Court Friend in Need 4820
John 01332 671 727

Court Good Samaritan 1834
Angela 01283 585 697

Court New Zealand 7159
Christine 01332 700 317

Court Old Oak Branch 3207
Helen 07919 883 156

Anniversary outing

Watery park

Court Benevolence 2568 met 
for a special Sunday lunch on 14 
May. The meal, at The Dovecote 
restaurant in Narborough, was 
arranged to celebrate the Court’s 
170th anniversary. The Court 
reports: ‘We were joined by 
John Springham, High Sub Chief 
Ranger, and his Lady, Brenda. 
A lovely time was had by all. 
[Congratulations to Court 2568 – 
here’s to another 170 years! – Ed.]

On 8 July, members of Court Benevolence 2568 visited 
the amusements at Wicksteed Park. The Court writes: ‘17 
children and their families attended. The children all received 
a free wristband from the Court to enjoy the rides and 
attractions. Despite lots of rain, a great day was had by all.’ 
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NATIONAL

FEBRUARY 2024

16–18 Southern Conference –  
The Queens Hotel, Southsea

MARCH 2024

15–18 Northern Conference – 
The Esplanade Hotel, 
Scarborough

APRIL 2024

20 High Chief Ranger’s Charity 
Ball – Inn on the Lake, 
Gravesend

JULY 2024

6–8 High Court 2024 – 
Scarborough Spa, 
Scarborough

SEPTEMBER 2024

6–7 Court Secretaries Conference 
– Leonardo Hotel, Hinckley 

Contact details:

Court Helpdesk

0800 101 8310

cheg@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

Court Development Officers 

Brooklyn Andrew
Sharon Blunsdon 
Norrie Dudgeon
Bruce Hicks 
Linda Levett
Trish Slade 
cdo@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

High Chief Ranger

jspringham@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

Foresters Brass

forestersbrass@gmail.com 

Court email addresses

The email address for each Court has 
the same format – the Court number 
followed by the Society email address.

For example:
Court1234@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

DIARY DATES
with Foresters
Out and About

High Chief Ranger’s  
Grand Charity Ball
On Saturday 20 May, around 140 Foresters from Courts nationwide enjoyed the High 
Chief Ranger’s Charity Ball at the historic Keele Hall in the grounds of Keele University, 
Staffordshire. Attendees included nine Past High Chief Rangers and several members 
of the Board. A champagne reception preceded an excellent three course meal. John 
Springham, High Sub-Chief Ranger, was toastmaster and Michael Charlton-Hubble, 
Past High Chief Ranger, said the Grace. 

A selection of artefacts from the Foresters Museum collection were on display 
throughout the evening. Proceedings concluded with a raffle and a disco. The raffle 
raised £1,070 for the Foresters Heritage Trust. Glyn Carpenter, High Chief Ranger, 
thanked members for supporting his charity appeal. ‘I am delighted that so many 
members could attend this evening and that many of you also took the opportunity to 
visit the Museum’. [See the next pages... – Ed.]



Foresters Museum open weekend
The venue of the 2023 Charity Ball was strategically chosen. Glyn Carpenter, High Chief 
Ranger, selected Keele Hall as it is about 20 minutes’ drive to the Foresters Museum in 
Tunstall. The Museum was open throughout the Charity Ball weekend of 20-21 May and 
members attending the evening meal were warmly encouraged to visit. Your Editor had 
wanted to see the Museum since being appointed in 2019. The pandemic disrupted 
previous plans but I was determined not to miss out this time...
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The Foresters Museum is based in the former offices of the 
Tunstall Assurance Friendly Society. ‘Tunstall’, as it is affectionately 
known, is a Victorian redbrick building on a corner site of Station 
Chambers. Foresters inherited it in 2003 when the Society 
acquired Tunstall Assurance. The building became a Foresters 
office and the Museum opened on the ground floor in 2018. In 
summer 2022, the Foresters Heritage Trust bought it from the 
Society to guarantee a permanent home for the collection. 

On the Saturday morning, your Editor arrived with a group 
of fellow Foresters. After going through the large doors, the 
lobby feels like the branch of an old bank. A stone floor echoes 
underfoot and a large counter spans the room. We were greeted 
by some of the Heritage Trust Trustees, including High Chief 
Ranger Glyn and Past High Chief Rangers Andrew Pooley, 
Michael Charlton-Hubble and Cheryl Eagleson. Peter Nixon, 
Museum Curator, welcomed and guided us around the displays, 
along with the Museum’s local volunteer Lydia Sweetman. 

The ground floor is packed full of objects related to Foresters and 
other Friendly Societies. Several large cabinets contain badges, 
collars, sashes, axes, horns, cutlery and tableware. An impressive 
banner from Court Pirbright 6714 caught the eye, as did ‘Robin 
Hood’ – a mannequin in full Forestric attire. Various other banners 
are kept safely in storage. Towards the back of the room are 
several chairs, some intricately carved. 

Janet Clements, Past High Chief Ranger, kindly showed me 
the Miscellany archive. Sis. Janet is one of my esteemed 
predecessors as Miscellany Editor. The Museum holds back 
copies of the magazine from its inception in 1836. Besides 
Miscellany, various written and printed ephemera line floor to 
ceiling compactus shelves. There are Society Directories, old 
District accounts, Court minute books and cash books... their 
historical as well as physical weight must be vast. 
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The collection continues beyond a magnificent marble staircase. 
Lining the upstairs rooms are posters, paintings and large 
group photos. There are also several honours boards and 
colourful Court dispensations. Peter Nixon explained how one 
room is being used to create a photography studio. To digitise 
the Museum collection, every object will need to be carefully 
photographed and labelled. 

Around 60 members popped in throughout the afternoon. 
Some brought things with them to donate to the Museum. The 
Heritage Trust welcomes donations from members and other 
sources. Forestric items regularly surface through auctions and 
antique shops, plus discoveries in attics and garages. Some 
are spotted further afield. Trustee Janet Pooley recalled, ‘The 
strangest was probably a Cardiff United District Chief Ranger’s 
chain that was for sale in a street market in Warsaw. How did it 
ever get there?’ 

Besides the collection’s volume, your Editor was struck by its 
variety. There’s a barometer from Court Old Oak 1620. A clock 
presented at High Court 1993 by a Court from St Lucia in the 
Caribbean. Other items mark time in other ways. A snuff box, 
ashtrays and books of matches are reminders of a different age. 
Yet visiting the Museum - exploring the collection, meeting and 
chatting with fellow members - also offers a reminder that the 
Foresters ethos of mutuality and benevolence continues in the 
Society today. 

The Foresters Museum is usually open on the first and third 
Saturday of each month and your Editor highly recommends 
visiting. 

For more information visit the Heritage Trust website 
(www.forestersheritagetrust.org) or call 07932 772 234.
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It’s a marathon,  
not a sprint
Grant Streader, Head of Insurance Operations at the 
Society’s Southampton office, is going the extra mile to 
raise funds for the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal for 
Youth Sport Trust. In fact, an extra 26.2 miles: Grant has 
agreed to run the 2024 London Marathon. Grant says: 
‘I have an interest in sport and fitness so the appeal for 
Youth Sport Trust resonates with me a lot. I haven’t run 
a marathon in several years, so this is definitely going 
to be a challenge. It will take months of hard training 
and preparation, but I’m determined to put my best foot 
forward. Youth Sport Trust is a great cause and if anyone 
would like to donate, I’d be very grateful for any support.’ 
The marathon is on Sunday 21 April. Members can make 
donations through the High Chief Ranger’s Appeal CIF 
and Grant’s JustGiving website page:  
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/grant-streader2024. 

Summer 
Fayre support
The Society’s Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) programme 
encourages Foresters staff to take part 
in local charity and community activities. 
In June, Carly Luetchford used some of 
her CSR days to organise a fundraising 
event at her sons’ school. Carly writes: ‘I 
am Treasurer for Friends of Three Legged 
Cross First and Nursery School. We are 
a small team that run fundraising events 
throughout the year and have recently 
been working to improve the school’s 
outdoor spaces, including a new trim trail 
and resurfacing the playground. Foresters 
kindly let me use a Charity Day to help 
organise, set up and run a Summer Fayre. 
We had lots of games, food, a raffle, and 
we welcomed Jay Millers Circus, who 
delighted the children with a show. The 
day raised just over £2,000. As a result, 
we met our fundraising target and the new 
playground markings will be laid shortly.’



MEMBER MOMENTS
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Executive decision
Congratulations to the Society’s Chief Executive Rachel Webb 
(née Hardy) and her long-term partner Nicholas who married 
on Saturday 8 July. Rachel reports: ‘Having both been married 
before, we decided to keep the event simple with a ceremony at 
Isle of Wight Registry Office near where we live.’

Day of sunshine 
As reported in the South London Area pages, some members 
visited Windsor Castle on 19 June to watch the Garter Day 
Parade. While queuing up in the Castle grounds they were 
pleasantly surprised to meet Michael Charlton-Hubble, Past High 
Chief Ranger. During his term in office, which spanned two years 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, PHCR Michael’s charity appeal 
was for Rays of Sunshine. He was invited to the Garter Day 
Parade in recognition of his fundraising efforts for the charity. 

Court Development Officers
Following the passing of Stephen Wrigley in April, two members have been appointed as Court Development Officers 
(CDOs) in hours equivalent to his full-time role. Brooklyn Andrew and Norrie Dudgeon began as CDOs on 7 August. 
Brooklyn is Secretary of Courts Promise 153 and Faithful Abraham 1549. Her CDO hours are Monday and Tuesday 9am 
to 4.30pm, Thursday 9am to 5.30pm. Norrie is Secretary of Court Dunedin, Heart of Midlothian 5257 and was previously 
Scotland Area Co-Ordinator. His CDO hours are Tuesday and Thursday 9am to 4pm. 
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Where are we? 
Following member feedback, a new Court Finder has been added to the Foresters website. The Court Finder is an 
interactive map that shows every Foresters Court in the UK. The map contains each Court’s contact details, including 
name / number, meeting address and email address. The map includes scroll and zoom functions to help navigation. 
A search bar provides the option to type in a postcode, which then displays the nearest Courts. This new feature will 
make it much easier for members - and non-members - to find their local Court, plus look for Courts in other parts of 
the country. The Court Finder is under the ‘Membership’ tab of the Foresters website and can be accessed using the 
following link: www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/branch-finder

Important changes will be made next year to the Society’s Member Get Member (MGM) scheme. Under the current MGM 
scheme, when an existing Forester introduces a friend or family member to the Society, who then opens a Court membership 
or financial services plan, the Society issues a £10 e-gift card (or £10 M&S gift card to those without email addresses) to both 
the referrer and the person taking out the membership /plan. A recent review has identified that the scheme is not an effective 
way of attracting new members. From January 2022 to October 2023, 314 referrals were made. Only 5 of them however 
went on to take out a policy. In addition, the Society has identified that the scheme generates a financial loss for the insurance 
business. Therefore, from 1 January 2024, the Member Get Member scheme will no longer include incentives. Work is 
currently underway in conjunction with the Membership Committee to review the Court Introducer Scheme. The aim is to 
improve the Court Introducer Scheme to support the Courts in introducing new members. Further details of the revised Court 
Introducer scheme will be issued in due course.

Important changes to the Member 
Get Member (MGM) scheme



Born in Salford in 1943, Bro. Don Wild was 
the fourth of seven children. After leaving 
school at 16 he spent much of his working 
life in the British Army. Don was a proud 
member of the Queen’s Royal Hussars, the 
Army’s most senior armoured regiment. 
During 18 years in the military, including 
postings with the British Army of the Rhine 
(BAOR), Don was awarded General Service, 
Long Service and Good Conduct medals, 
plus the Northern Ireland Clasp. 

While home on leave from North Africa 
in 1965, Don attended his brother’s 
engagement party. There he met Elizabeth 
Roberts, his future wife. They married in 
1967. It was Elizabeth and her family who 
introduced Don to Foresters as members of 
Court Friendly to the Poor 183. Don joined 
Court 183 but could only attend meetings 
when home on leave. 

After he was demobbed in 1979, Don 
trained as an HGV driver and transport 
manager but was forced to retire early due 
to ill health. He became more involved in 
Foresters after meeting other members 
of the Manchester District. Don served as 
Court 183’s Chief Ranger and later became 
a Court Trustee. In 1981 he attended his 
first High Court, at Scarborough. 

Besides Court 183, Don served as 
Secretary of Courts Peacock 203 and Sir 
Sydney Smith 53. In 1983 he was elected 
to the Manchester District Committee of 
Management and served as District Chief 

Ranger for 1985-1986. In 1997, he was 
elected to the Leeds District Committee 
of Management. The following year, Don 
served as Leeds District Chief Ranger and 
was also elected to the Executive Council. 

Don served with distinction as High Chief 
Ranger from 2003-2004. During his year 
in office, Foresters acquired the Tunstall 
Assurance Friendly Society, including 
the building now home to the Foresters 
Museum. As a result, Don become the 
first High Chief Ranger for many years to 
open a new Court. Court Tunstall 1839 
was created in 2004 for the 19,000 new 
Foresters members transferred from Tunstall 
Assurance. 

Don’s fundraising appeal as High Chief 
Ranger was for Baby Pods, special 
incubators used to transport very sick 
babies between hospitals. Don and 
Elizabeth themselves had three sons, who 
each served as Chief Ranger of Court 183. 
Their grandchildren and great grandchildren 
all became Foresters. Don kept in contact 
with the Queens Hussars regiment after he 
retired and remained a regular attendee at 
Foresters events, including High Court.  

Bro. Don passed away on 29 May 2023, 
ten months after Sis. Elizabeth, who died 
on 17 July 2022. Delegates at High Court 
2023 paid extensive tributes to them both. 
The Society extends deepest sympathy 
and condolences to Bro. Don and Sis. 
Elizabeth’s family and many friends. 

With great sadness we 
record that Don Wild, 
Past High Chief Ranger 
passed away in  
May 2023

REMEMBRANCE
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Voice...

To write in to Miscellany: 

email:  
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Post: Miscellany, Foresters Friendly Society, 
Genesis Centre, Innovation Way,  

Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4BF

Freepost: Freepost  
FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

LETTERS

The following letter was forwarded for 
publication in Miscellany by Shirley Grealy, 
Past High Chief Ranger

Dear Shirley, 

I trust all is well with you and Foresters. Thank you again 
for choosing Christians Against Poverty (CAP) as the 
charity appeal for your year as High Chief Ranger. 

Today I was reading CAP’s Annual Report and Accounts 
for 2022. You will be pleased to see that Foresters 
get a specific mention. On p24 the report notes: ‘We 
were Charity of the Year for the mutual financial savings 
company Foresters Friendly Society in 2022 and their 
members raised £55,577 for CAP’. 

What a great sum was raised. Overall, 2022 was a really 
challenging year for CAP as the cost-of-living crisis is 
looking likely to be deep and long lasting. Support from 
groups like Foresters was invaluable. 

Please pass on again our thanks to your members. 

Nigel Davidson
Philanthropy Relationship Manager 
London, South East and East of England
Christians Against Poverty
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JUST FOR FUN

How to play: 

Sudoku Answers 
in the next 

edition

Complete the grid so  
that every row, column  
and 3 x 3 box contains  
the numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU SOLUTION  

TO ISSUE 1642

7 3 9 6 5 1 9 4 2

2 9 6 7 8 4 3 1 5

5 1 4 2 3 9 6 7 8

8 7 2 3 1 5 4 9 6

3 6 9 8 4 2 1 5 7

4 5 1 9 7 6 5 2 3

9 2 5 4 6 8 7 3 1

1 8 7 5 9 3 2 6 4

6 4 3 1 2 7 5 8 9

7 8 9

8 2 9 3 6

6 5 2

8 3

5 1 4

4 6 7

6 2 1 9

4 7 8 1

7 1 9 4

Across 

1. Batting beetles (6)
7. 3049, 3665, 4893, 9286 (5)
8. HCR appeal, Youth ___ ___ (5,5)
9. ___ Stubbs, actress (3)
10. Bus, back, Khyber (4)
11. Member of our Society (8)
13. Units of measurement (6)
15. Bronchial condition (6)
17. Short greeting (2)
18. High Court 2023 venue (7)
19. Detective’s code? (5)
21. Not off (2)
22. John___, High Chief Ranger (9)
25. League, Union, School (5)
27. Cultured (8)

CROSSWORD 16

Answers to be published  
in the following edition

Down
1. ATMs (10)
2. Jeremy ___, actor (5)
3. Flying toy (4)
4. Frightening mistake after tea? (6)
5. Insect (3)
6. Rock (5)
7. Leads (6)
9. US state (4)
10. Amusing place (6)
12. French composer (7)
14. Kind (6)
15. Artificial intelligence (1,1)
16. Pair (3)
17. In person and online meeting (6)
19. Frenetic (5)
20. Red, Black, North (3)
21. Howzat! (3)
23. Headgear (3)
24. Inedible pie (3)
26. To or not to? (2)	

1 2 3 4 5 6

  7 

8

9 10

10  11 

12 

13 14 15  16

17

18  19 20

21  22 23 24

25 26

27

Answers to Crossword 15 (issue 1641)

Across:  7. Honoured guest  8. Yeti  9. On the run  10. Oscars  
11. Ranger  13. Adders  16. Farmer  18. Digitise  20. Area  21. 
Let  22. Heritage  23. Oath

Down:  1. Mowers  2. Nominate  3. Arrows  4. Editor  5. Dune  
6. Assure  12. Narrator  14. Driver  15. Spiral  16. Fuelled   
17. Events  19. Iris

Quiz answers

1. Boris Becker (aged 17 in 1985)

2. Lottie Dod

3. Women’s Street Skateboarding

4. Bern, Switzerland

5. Major League Baseball

6. Sachin Tendulkar (aged 19 in 1992)

7. Diver Tom Daley (aged 14) and swimmer  
Ellie Simmonds (aged 13) 

8. London Marathon (Wanjiru was 22 in 2009, 
Yehualaw was 23 in 2022)

9. Norman Whiteside (aged 18 in 1983)

10. Norman Whiteside as well (aged 17 in 1982)

Youth Sport Quiz! 

1. Who is the youngest tennis 
player to win the Men’s 
Singles title at Wimbledon? 

2. Aged 15 in 1887, who is 
youngest ever Ladies’ Singles 
champion at Wimbledon? 

3. In 2021, in which event did 
13 year old Momiji Nishiya 
win a gold medal at the Tokyo 
Olympics? 

4. BSC Young Boys play 
top-flight football in which 
European city? 

5. The annual Cy Young Award 
is given to players in which 
sport? 

6. Who is the youngest cricketer 
to make 1,000 Test match 
runs? 

7. Team GB’s youngest athletes 
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics 
and Paralympics both won 
medals. Who were they?

8. Samuel Wanjiru and Yalemzerf 
Yehualaw are the youngest 
man and woman to win which 
sporting event? 

9. Who is the youngest footballer 
to score a goal in an FA Cup 
Final?

10. And who is the youngest 
footballer to play in a World 
Cup?

A quiz themed around the HCR appeal for Youth Sport Trust: - 
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Neighbours
Cynthia Tudor, former Order Chaplain, 
encourages us to be good neighbours

I have acquired a lot of new neighbours! 

I decided that at my age living in a sixth floor flat some 50 miles away from my family in London 
was no longer a good idea. So, I have moved nearer to them into a residential care home. Now I 
have the family within striking distance. I also have a host of in situ neighbours: the other residents, 
all of course with various disabilities, plus a multi faith company of carers. It is wonderful. 

Neighbourliness is one of the underlying themes of Forestry. I am delighted to hear that it is high on 
the list of what members want to maintain in the Society today. I also feel that neighbourliness is 
something for me to think about too in my new situation. 

We are all familiar with the parable of the Good Samaritan and how he helped the man who 
had been mugged (Luke 10:25-37). Jesus told the story after someone asked him ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’ Well hopefully we won’t find ourselves in the position of the mugged man. Yet we are 
surrounded by people who would appreciate a good neighbour. Someone who, quite simply, just 
wants to be recognised, spoken to, smiled at, or given a wave.

This is something we can all do, wherever we are. It is at the core of becoming a good neighbour 
and, in the process, finding that we have acquired some good neighbours too. And maybe more 
Foresters friends to share our lives with. What more could we want? 

Every blessing

Cynthia Tudor

MEMORIES

Neighbourliness is one of the underlying themes of 
Forestry... we are surrounded by people who would 
appreciate a good neighbour.



Inside each edition you can read about the great 
social events we offer and the fundraising work 
we do for charities, all while having fun. You can 
subscribe to Miscellany as a benefit of belonging  
to Foresters Friendly Society. 

How would you like  
to receive Miscellany?

Print subscription	

Online subscription

Please enter your details below using capital letters and return to:  

Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Title:

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Post code: 

Contact number:

Email address:

Court name/number:

Thank you!
Terms and conditions: Free Prize Draw. You must be  
a Foresters member aged 16 or over. Employees or 
agencies of Foresters Friendly Society or their immediate 
family members, or anyone else connected with the Prize 
Draw, may subscribe to Miscellany but may not enter  
the free Prize Draw. The winner will be chosen at random 
and informed after the Draw closes. The editor’s decision 
is final. For full Terms and Conditions visit  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

You can subscribe and read editions online at  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

Alternatively, you can complete and return the form below. 
(Photocopied and scanned forms will be accepted if you don’t 
want to cut up your magazine). You can also subscribe by 
contacting your Court Secretary.
When you subscribe you will be automatically entered into our 
FREE PRIZE DRAW for £250. The Prize Draw is now open for 2024 
- subscribe now so you don’t miss out! 

Win
£250

Member subscriptions
Miscellany is your membership magazine - 
for you, about you, your community of 
friends. If you would like to receive future 
editions, please let us know.
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Join us on Facebook

Did you know that Miscellany has its own Facebook group? 
All Foresters are welcome to join it. Just like the magazine, 
the group is about Foresters, for Foresters and by Foresters. 

Join the group today to:

l	 keep up to date with the latest goings on across our network of Courts

l	 share news and photos from your Court with other Foresters

l	 access online copies of Miscellany magazine 

l	 enjoy a first glimpse of forthcoming Miscellany articles 

The Foresters Miscellany group has been set up as ‘Private’. This means there is no 
advertising and no spam. Furthermore, nobody else on Facebook can see who’s in the group 
and what is posted there.

To join the Miscellany group, you will need to have a Facebook account. 
Then follow these simple steps:

1.	Search for ‘Foresters Miscellany’ on Facebook or type in the following URL: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540397172820498/

2. Click the blue ‘Join Group’ button. 

3. Answer the two simple questions that appear onscreen and click ‘Submit’

(The questions help the group administrators to confirm that you are a Foresters member. 
Only the administrators of the group will see your answers.) 

The group administrator will then review your answers and add you into the group. 
It’s as simple as that!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Editor at: 
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk


