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High Court headlines 

The outgoing High Chief Ranger John Springham’s charity fundraising 
appeal for Youth Sport Trust raised a provisional £70,603. John and his 
lady Brenda Watson presented a cheque for this amount to Ali Oliver, 
Youth Sport Trust’s Chief Executive Officer. 

Joanne Andrew was elected and installed as High Chief Ranger for 
2024-25. Her chosen charity appeal is for The Rivers Trust. This umbrella 
organisation supports regional River Trusts throughout Britain, Northern 
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

Gail Lancaster was elected and installed as High-Sub Chief Ranger.  
Glyn Carpenter and Andrew Pooley, both Past High Chief Rangers,  
were elected to the Membership Committee. 

Rachel Webb, the Society’s Chief Executive Officer, was re-elected to the 
Board of directors. Richard Dickinson, Risk and Compliance Director,  
was formally elected to the Board after being co-opted in 2023. 

New Court levies were approved for the Foresters Support Fund, 150th 
Anniversary Educational Awards Fund and the Foresters Child Support 
Fund. 

Besides discussing business, delegates and visitors alike enjoyed 
the chance to experience some sea air, sunshine and socialising. The 
centrepiece of the next edition of Miscellany (number 1646) will be a full 
report on this weekend of all things Foresters. 

High Court 2024 took place from Saturday 6 to Monday 8 July at Scarborough Spa.  
A full report will appear in the next edition of Miscellany. In the meantime, here are some 
of the headlines:



Thank you everyone for your contributions to Miscellany. 
The deadline for submissions for the next issue is 30 November 2024.   
Please note that for better reproduction photographs need to be a high resolution, 
ideally 300dpi. If you do not want your photograph published please inform me 
by email at the address below. The editor reserves the right to edit and condense 
contributions or publish articles at a later date.

To subscribe - and read Miscellany online - visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk        Foresters - Miscellany

Welcome to Miscellany

Summer 2024 was packed with major sporting events. 
Fittingly so for Foresters, as the season saw the 
culmination of the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal 
for Youth Sport Trust. On the following pages, John 
Springham, immediate Past High Chief Ranger, looks 
back upon his year in office. There are also articles 
on his Grand Charity Ball, the 2024 Conferences, 
and some of the fantastic fundraising challenges that 
members completed to support his appeal. Among 
them is a special report on the sponsored walk along 
Hadrian’s Wall. 

This edition also welcomes Jo Andrew as High Chief 
Ranger and we hear from her chosen charity, The 
Rivers Trust. The Rivers Trust works to protect and 
improve the health of our rivers. Rivers are the blue 
veins of our island nation, supplying water for drinking, 
cooking, washing, bathing... plus they encourage all 
kinds of wildlife. Almost every village, town and city 
in Britain exists because of a nearby river. Hopefully 
Foresters nationwide will support the appeal. 

Elsewhere, there are articles from members and 
Courts throughout the land. Among the many social 
events and community activities that Foresters have 
enjoyed, this edition includes reports on boats, trains, 
cars, donkeys, bees, and a Court ‘going ape’. There 

are visits to a castle, a recycling centre and even a 
prison. As always, thank you to everyone who sent in 
articles for publication. All are most gratefully received. 
Apologies to those that I couldn’t fit this time - but 
please do keep them coming!

With limited space, there wasn’t the room your Editor 
would have liked for a full article on High Court, the 
Society’s AGM. Therefore, High Court 2024, and 
various events that followed the weekend, will be the 
centrepiece of the next edition of Miscellany. To keep 
members updated, there is a ‘headline’ summary on 
the facing page. Until then, I hope that fellow Foresters 
everywhere have had an enjoyable summer and that 
you are all looking forward to the rest of 2024. 

Yours fraternally, 

‘Time may change me but I can’t trace time’ – David Bowie, Changes

H
ello and welcome to this edition of Miscellany. It’s that time of 
year when the days are getting shorter, leaves are falling off the 
trees - and your Editor and Mrs Editor’s lockdown baby is now 
at school! Tempus fugit... Strictly Come Dancing has begun and 

the English cricket season has ended. After the excitement of Euro 2024, 
domestic league football is being played under floodlights. Athletes 
from around the world have long returned home from the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. 

Rory Walsh, Editor

EDITOR’S WELCOME
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Dear fellow Foresters,

Wow - what a year! As I contemplate it, I cannot believe how 
quickly it went by. It seems that it was only yesterday that I was 
installed as your High Chief Ranger with Brenda being installed as 
my Lady.

We were delighted to have visited so many Courts and Areas from 
East, West, North and South. The miles we travelled promoting 
Foresters, and indeed my charity appeal for Youth Sport Trust,  
were breathtaking. It seems like I never retired from lorry driving! 
Nonetheless it was so enjoyable and something we wouldn’t have 
missed for the world.

I have been asked if there was a highlight in my year. I can honestly 
say that the whole year was a highlight. Being the first High Chief 
Ranger to visit a Court in Northern Ireland was very special. Going 
to Guernsey is always special for a High Chief Ranger. But every 
visit was special - and different. Each one just goes to show the 
variety of events that Foresters can put on for their members.

Going to the House of Commons, mixing with the great and the 
good of the sporting world, was also very memorable. It was there 
that Youth Sport Trust presented their manifesto for politicians to 
consider during the General Election. 

The response to my charity appeal has been overwhelming, as 
has the support given by so many members. It would be remiss of 
me not to mention those individuals that have gone the extra mile, 
quite literally. Therefore I would like to thank Grant and Stephen 
for running the London Marathon (both of them recording times of 
under 4 hours); Alan, Glyn, Helen and Trish for walking the length 
of Hadrian’s Wall - and we were all delighted that Steve Wrigley’s 
daughter, Charlotte, was able to join them for the second half of 
the walk; Bruce for going to his local swimming pool to swim the 
equivalent of the English Channel both ways; members of the 
Southern Homes Counties and Hants & Sussex Areas who walked 
the South Downs Way; and Christine for leaving ‘terra firma’ to do a 
wing walk. All these individuals - and all members who have raised 
money for my appeal - have my immense gratitude for their efforts.

The Membership Committee has continued to work extremely hard 
on moving the Court Strategy forward and the results of that hard 
work were presented and discussed at High Court in Scarborough. 

That was where my journey as High Chief Ranger ended and I 
handed over the chain of office to Jo Andrew. I wish her well  
during her year and very best wishes for her charity appeal,  
The Rivers Trust.

My final words to you all: THANK YOU.

Yours fraternally,

John
John Springham,
Immediate Past High Chief Ranger

What a year!
John Springham reflects upon his year  
in office as our High Chief Ranger
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

“I was asked if there was a highlight 
in my year. I can honestly say that the 
whole year was a highlight.”
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MEMBER MOMENTSNATIONAL CHARITY 

A summer of sport
Looking back with the outgoing High Chief Ranger’s charity  
for 2023-24: Youth Sport Trust 

The financial benefits of physical activity
Ahead of a packed summer of sporting events, new 
research released by Youth Sport Trust found that physical 
activity in schools is worth between £4.5bn and £9bn 
in wellbeing benefits. Free to access sport and physical 
activity is most valuable to those children who are least 
likely to access it outside of school. Analysis, conducted 
by social impact consultancy State of Life, shows that 
access to free physical activity in primary and secondary 
schools is worth at least £4.5bn each year in improved 
life satisfaction, happiness and wellbeing amongst young 
people - and is likely to be double this figure.

The calculation is based on the Treasury-recommended 
measure of wellbeing, the WELLBY. This states that a ‘plus 
1 point’ movement in life satisfaction per year is worth 
£13,000 in economic value. By analysing the data, State 
of Life concluded that being physically active for half an 
hour a day in school has a +0.084 effect on happiness for 
children aged 7 to 10 and a +0.149 effect on life satisfaction 
for young people aged 11 to 16. According to the WELLBY 
value, these uplifts in happiness and life satisfaction are 
worth on average £1,100 per year for a primary aged child 
and £1,900 per year for a secondary aged child.

Youth Sport Trust National School Sport Champion Sir Mo 
Farah said ‘As this report shows, getting kids active through 
PE and school sport is vital to improve their physical and 
mental health. Not only does being active help children 
grow up happy, healthy and ready to learn, but it can 
help schools tackle challenges around attendance, 

engagement and behaviour. I want everyone to join me 
and think about how we can inspire children and young 
people to get active, get well and have fun.’

Ali Oliver, Chief Executive of the Youth Sport Trust, said ‘This 
new report by Youth Sport Trust and State of Life puts an 
economic value on the impact of being physically active 
at school. It also reminds us why protecting universal 
access to PE and school sport is important to children’s 
education and development. Many young people face 
barriers to being active outside of school, including family 
responsibilities, costs, safety, and access to facilities. 
Therefore, ensuring all young people are active within 
school is absolutely essential, particularly for those young 
people who can benefit the most.’

‘Sadly too many schools struggle to prioritise physical 
activity due to competing priorities and pressures. As a 
result, 40,320 fewer hours of PE were taught in secondary 
schools in 2022-23 compared to 2011-2012, when London 
hosted the Olympics. We believe this is a matter of 
national concern and something that must be reversed. 
We need to put physical activity, including PE and sport, 
at the heart of the school day to unlock the transformative 
effect being active can have on wellbeing and positive 
engagement.’ 

National School Sports Week and beyond
As part of Youth Sport Trust’s work to support PE and 
school sport, National School Sports Week 2024 took 
place from 17 to 23 June. To coincide with the Euro 2024 
tournament, this year’s theme was football. The week of 
events, powered by Sports Direct’s Monster Kickabout, 
aimed ‘to put the ‘all’ back into football’ by promoting fun, 
inclusivity, and the importance of regular physical activity. 
4,250 schools registered to take part. 

Having fun and being active isn’t just for National School 
Sports Week. The Chief Medical Officer’s guidance is 
that children should be active for 60 minutes a day on 
average. Yet 2.4 million young people are active for less 
than 30 minutes per day. This summer was packed with 
major sporting events, from Euro 2024 to the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. Youth Sport Trust is keen to support 
families to keep moving (see the next page for details).
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Sometimes it can be difficult 
to find affordable and 
engaging ways to keep active. 
Youth Sport Trust has these  
10 free and fun suggestions:

Walking or jogging in a local park 
is a great way to get some fresh 
air, exercise, explore your natural 
surroundings and burn some 
energy at the same time. 

Skipping or playing hopscotch 
is fun, plus helps develop 
coordination and balance. All you 
need is some chalk and a flat 
surface to play on.

Dancing to music is a great way 
to get the heart rate up and 
have fun at the same time. Plus 
of course kids can dance to their 
favourite music at home for free. 

Riding a bike or scooter is a great 
way to explore the area and get 
some exercise. It’s also a fun way 
to socialise with friends. 

Playing active games like tag, 
hide-and-seek, or capture the 
flag, is fun and can be enjoyed 
with a group of friends or family. 

Swimming at a local pool or 
beach is a great way to cool off 
on a hot day plus most local pools 
offer free swimming hours for 
children. 

Community sports such as 
basketball, football, or rugby 
often offer free sports leagues for 
children. 

Hiking or exploring a local nature 
reserve is a way to get some 
exercise, while learning about the 
natural environment and bonding 
with family and friends. 

Yoga and stretching exercises are 
great for improving flexibility and 
balance. Kids can do these for 
free at home or in a local park. 

Outdoor games like frisbee or 
football are great for improving 
coordination and teamwork. 
They’re also lots of fun to play with 
friends. 

It’s not too late to donate
Thank you to Foresters Friendly Society for all your 
donations to the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal. Your 
generosity allows us to continue to transform the lives 
of young people through sport. Your support makes a 
real difference by helping more children to enjoy the life-
changing benefits of being active. Members and Courts 
can still make bank transfers to the appeal using the QR 
code on this page. Donations can also be made online 
via the following JustGiving link: www.justgiving.com/
campaign/forestersfriendly

Tel: 01509 462 900

Email: supporters@youthsporttrust.org 

Website: www.youthsporttrust.org

10 ways to reach 60 Minutes a Day

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

I am Area Secretary for the North Western and the Northern 
Home Counties Courts. I am also a Court Trustee and still 
support Courts holding different positions. I was an Area Co-
Ordinator before the role was made redundant, going on to be 
a Court Development Officer. I have also held the position of 
Area Chief Ranger. 

My life in Foresters began long before I was old enough to 
take on a Court role. I went to my first High Court aged seven 
months old with my parents and grandparents. My family are 
fifth generation Foresters. My dad was District Chief Ranger 
many years ago and my mum Area Chief Ranger more recently. 

Foresters is in my blood. I was born a Forester and the Society 
has always been a part of my life. I have made lifelong friends 
through Foresters. I had the pleasure of calling members 
‘Aunty’ and ‘Uncle’ as they were part of my childhood. Today, 
Foresters is part of my children and grandchildren’s lives.  

Foresters Friendly Society has taught me life skills, etiquette, 
good manners, and given me the confidence to move forward 

in everything I have done. In my professional life, I worked with 
adults and young children with learning disabilities, mental 
health problems, and challenging behaviour. I specialised in 
autism and Aspergers. I worked in various settings, from school 
level to secure units, across all ages. While working full time, 
I was still involved in Foresters at Court level, attending the 
Northern Conference and High Court. 

It is an honour to represent the Society as your High Chief 
Ranger. 

Each year, the High Chief Ranger nominates a charity to 
provide a nationwide focus for our fundraising. For my 2024-25 
appeal I have selected The Rivers Trust, a charity celebrating 
its 20th anniversary this year. The Rivers Trust leads the 
movement to protect and improve our rivers, for us and for 
future generations. 

I chose them as my husband works for the Mersey Rivers 
Trust. Seeing and hearing about the work that he does has 
helped me to understand the importance of our rivers and 

Meet our High 
Chief Ranger 
for 2024-25:  
Jo Andrew

“I was born a Forester and it has always been a part of my life. I went to my 
first High Court aged seven months old with my parents and grandparents. 
Foresters is in my blood”.

Many of you will know me, but for those that do not, I am Jo Andrew. I have 
been involved in Foresters all my life, holding various positions within the 
Society, from Junior Beadle to Court Secretary. I am currently Secretary of eight 
Courts in five different Areas: Court British Lion 44 (North Western Area); Courts 
Nell 6443 and Prince Albert 2643 (both Northern Home Counties Area); Court 
Abbey Foresters 1940 (North London); Court Louis 5401 (Pride of Kent); and 
Courts British Flag 3213, Foresters’ Glory 2242 and Runnymede 2089  
(South London). 
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Brooklyn’s taking  
the plunge 
Brooklyn Andrew, Court Development Officer and Membership 
Committee member, is gearing up for an exhilarating fundraising 
event for the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal. On Saturday 
26th October, Brooklyn will take part in an adrenaline pumping 
skydive. 

After taking off from the Black Knights Parachute Centre in 
Cockerham in Lancashire, Brooklyn and her partner Stephen will 
leap from a plane at an altitude of 7,500 feet before parachuting 
safely back to land. During the descent, they will be freefalling at 
an impressive speed of 120mph. 

Brooklyn is taking on the skydive to highlight the High Chief 
Ranger’s appeal for The Rivers Trust and to raise donations for 
the charity. All money raised will help to generate the vital funding 
that The Rivers Trust need to continue their important work of river 
conservation.

If you’d like to show your support for Brooklyn, any donations, 
whether large or small, will help to make a difference. Donations 
can be made by bank transfers to the High Chief Ranger’s Appeal 
CIF Account or via Brooklyn’s page on the JustGiving website: 
www.justgiving.com/page/brooklyn-andrew-skydive-rivers. 

inspired me to help save them. Rivers are an integral part of 
our communities. Healthy rivers mitigate the effects of climate 
change, can protect communities from flood and drought 
events, and they bolster ecosystems and biodiversity. 

Sadly, many of our rivers in the UK and Ireland are far from 
healthy. Support is needed now more than ever before. You 
can find out more about The Rivers Trust and their work in the 
following pages of this edition of Miscellany. 

During my year in office, I am looking forward to supporting 
the next generation of Foresters, who I am sure, like me, will 
work hard to secure our future. We are facing some turbulent 

times but I believe in the Foresters Friendly Society. I also 
believe I can use my skills working in challenging environments 
to help secure the Society’s future, for my grandchildren and 
generations to come.

We are unique in what we do. We are proud of what we do. 
Let’s continue to be the amazing Society we are today.  

Yours fraternally,

Jo
Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger

Jo enjoying tea on the water at Cardiff Bay Jo with Gail Lancaster, High Sub-Chief Ranger



10   FORESTERS MISCELLANY

NATIONAL CHARITY

Introducing the High Chief 
Ranger’s charity for 2024-25: 
The Rivers Trust 

Hello from the CEO

Rivers are the foundation of 
our landscapes. They are 
vital for our physical health 
and mental well-being. Rivers 
provide a myriad of societal 
benefits, including supporting 
wildlife, providing clean 
water for drinking and food 

production, reducing risks from flooding and drought in our 
changing climate, sequestering carbon and, simply but 
very importantly, beautiful green and blue places to relax 
in and around. 

Sadly, the current state of our rivers is not good enough to 
fully reap those benefits, as we shared in our recent State 
of Our Rivers Report:

•	 No single stretch of river in England or Northern 
Ireland is in good overall health.

•	 Just 15% of English, 31% of Northern Irish, and 
50% of Irish river stretches reach good ecological 
health.

•	 Toxic chemicals that remain in ecosystems for 
decades pollute every stretch of English rivers.

Despite the various challenges our rivers face, we are 
determined to realise our vision of wild, healthy, natural 
rivers, valued by all. Crucially, and despite the grim 
national statistics, we are making progress. Across the 
movement our Trusts are making big local impacts. River 
health has never been higher up the political agenda, and 
our messaging around the importance of a catchment-
based, joined up approach to water management – rather 
than piecemeal actions and short-term reactions to 
headlines – is being listened to.

I’m thrilled that Foresters Friendly Society has chosen 
The Rivers Trust as its charity partner. The team and I are 
excited to share more of our work with Foresters members 
over the coming year and are extremely grateful for your 
support.

Mark Lloyd, Chief Executive

“Despite the various challenges our 
rivers face, we are determined to 
realise our vision of wild, healthy, 
natural rivers, valued by all”
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The Rivers Trust is the umbrella organisation for the Rivers 
Trust movement, with over 65 member Trusts across Britain, 
Northern Ireland and Ireland. The Rivers Trust is primarily a 
delivery organisation. Everything we do is geared towards our 
ultimate goal of improving rivers for people and wildlife. 

The graphic on p10 shows what we achieved from 2023 to 
2024, but the numbers only tell part of the story. Each wetland 
created or restored, each fish barrier eased or removed, each 
tree planted, or volunteer engaged is a small ripple that will 
grow and contribute to a large-scale wave of improvement in 
the health of our rivers. By working with nature, engaging with 
communities, forging partnerships with businesses, collecting 
and democratising data, and campaigning for meaningful 
change, our movement is demanding better for our rivers 
every day.

Nature-based solutions are at the heart of our movement’s 
work and philosophy. Working with nature doesn’t just allow 
us to restore our rivers as part of a landscape that’s more 
resilient to climate change; they deliver countless benefits for 
wildlife and local communities.

Restoring and re-opening rivers that have been historically 
straightened, dammed, deepened, reinforced, diverted, 
embanked, and culverted is crucial for re-establishing the 
natural processes that make them function properly.

Connecting with communities and involving them in our 
journey helps people and rivers alike. The health of our rivers 
impacts everyone, and we know that communities across 
the UK and Ireland care passionately about it. Everyone has 
a role to play in conserving water, avoiding pollution from 
chemicals and plastics, and slowing the flow of water off 
rooves and paved driveways which can overload our sewer 
network. Our local Trusts are ideally positioned to provide 
opportunities for local people, schoolchildren, farmers, 
and community groups to get involved with positive action, 
whether that’s picking up litter, removing invasive species, or 
planting trees.

Democratising data so everyone has access to information 
about their local river is a vital part of our mission. It drives 
our collaborations and partnerships and is central to activities 
such as our Sewage Map, State of Our Rivers Report, and the 
biannual Big River Watch.

Collaborating with corporates is important if they are to play 
their role in a healthy, natural, climate-resilient environment. 
We connect business to on-the-ground action, improving river 
catchments right on our collective doorstep.

Over the coming months we’ll be delving into these areas of 
work to explain our approach and demonstrate our impact in 
more detail. In the meantime, you can find out more, including 
how to get involved yourself, on our website and social media 
accounts. Any support you can give to The Rivers Trust will 
help us to forge a better future for rivers and people.

Email: info@theriverstrust.org
Website: www.theriverstrust.org

Contact us...

Positive River News
South East Wales Rivers Trust have been involved in 
releasing over 200 water voles along the River Thaw in 
the Vale of Glamorgan. Water voles used to be common 
across waterways in Wales but their populations have 
declined by 90% in the past 30 years. This reintroduction 
follows four years of planning and work to improve the 
habitat and reduce the number of American mink, a non-
native predator.
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MEMBER PORTRAITS

Name: Bob Hall 
Courts: Moorlands 9475, Royal Rangers 1670

Area: Central

Lives: Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire

Bro. Bob Hall is the Secretary of two Courts, 
Moorlands 9475 and Royal Rangers 1670. His active 
involvement with Foresters began in 1969. Bob 

recalls, ‘I was asked to become the Secretary for Court 
Biddulph. At that time my main duties were to record the 
sickness subscriptions collected by two brothers and 
discuss any requests for sickness grants from the Court 
fund.’

‘In 1991, Court Biddulph acquired another local Court 
who were struggling, and we merged with Court Horton to 
became Court Moorlands 9475’ Bob continues. ‘When I first 
commenced, we had difficulty in persuading enough members 
to attend meetings. But we now have a social event after 
our Court meeting and regularly have some twenty members 
attending - and full Committees.’ 

‘During my time in Foresters, I have sat on the Cannock 
District Committee of Management and, since the reform 
of the Areas, I have been Central Area Chief Ranger’. Bob 
is also a regular attendee at High Court and the Northern 
Conference. In 2007, he was asked to take over as Secretary 
of Court Royal Rangers 1670, based in Wolverhampton. 
September 2019 saw Bob reach fifty years in office as a 
Court Secretary and the Central Area presented Bob with the 
Society’s Service Jewel. 

‘Being involved with Foresters has meant that I have made 
friends with many members who were previously unknown to 
me’ Bob reflects. His family are also active members. Bob and 
his wife Jennifer married in 1968. They have two married sons 
and a grandson, all of whom are members of Court 9475. 
‘Now that we are retired, Jennifer has taken a more active 
part in the running of the Court. She is an Introducer and adds 
entries onto our Facebook page, when we are not on holiday 
in Europe or in Britain.’

Before he retired Bob worked as an accountant ‘in industry, 
mostly for engineering companies.’ Since he was a teenager, 
he has been a church organist and been called upon to play 
at several churches in the area. Bob was also a member of 
the local Round Table for over twenty years. As well as running 
two Foresters Courts, ‘I also enjoy gardening and growing 
vegetables, to various degrees of success.’ 

Get to know some of the members who support our Society 

‘Being involved with Foresters has meant 
that I have made friends with many 
members who were previously unknown 
to me’ 
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Name: The late Stephen Wrigley
Courts: Leek 2005, Faithful Abraham 1549, 
Roebuck 2510

Area: North Western

Lives: Cheshire

MEMBER PORTRAITS

Bro. Stephen William Wrigley joined Foresters 
in November 2016 as North Western Area Co-
ordinator. When he suddenly passed away in April 

2023, he was Secretary of Courts Leek 2005, Faithful 
Abraham 1549 and Roebuck 2510. Steve was also Area 
Secretary of the North Western, Central and Yorkshire 
Courts, a Court Development Officer, plus he organised 
the annual Northern Conference. Steve was nominated 
posthumously for a Portrait in Miscellany. His daughter, 
Charlotte Wrigley-Clark, writes: 

‘Steve was born in 1956 into a happy home in Greater 
Manchester. He was loved deeply by his parents, Irene and 
Bill, and wider family. In his early childhood Steve was a 
passionate collector, with an amazing collection of model 
cars. A very sporty teenager, he later achieved the accolade of 
U19s then U21s County Tennis Champion. In his twenties and 
thirties Steve was a member of the community table tennis 
team, winning many local trophies, and was an accomplished 
squash player. 

In more recent years, Steve enjoyed playing football with 
his four grandsons. He was happy to be goalie for hours or 
practice free kicks over and over again, he just loved spending 
time with them. Steve was a family man first and foremost. 
He was a very involved parent and grandparent who watched 
dance recitals, swimming, football matches, golf, gymnastics 
and his granddaughter horse riding. He only got on a horse 
once and swiftly got off - he knew what he liked and didn’t.

Away from sport, Steve had a long and successful career at 
National Westminster Bank. He was a highly respected leader 

of a large team and was not afraid to take risks. He loved 
working and became affectionately known at NatWest as 
‘the Roadrunner’ because he never sat down. At Foresters, 
Steve was also known as ‘Tigger’, as he was always bouncing 
around helping everyone. 

Although he joined Foresters later in life, he thoroughly 
embraced the Foresters community and made many friends. 
Steve really enjoyed being a Forester. Like his father, Bill, 
Steve was also a Freemason. He joined the Masons in 1975 
and in 1987, aged 31, he became the youngest ever Master 
Mason of Werneth Lodge. Six years after completing his 
year as Worshipful Master of the lodge, Steve was appointed 
Provincial Grand Master. 

Always laughing and joking, Steve loved the UK’s cold climate, 
talking politics, and having a healthy debate. In his spare time, 
he was a bit of a craftsman, building models of classic cars 
and sail boats. Steve was a gregarious man with many friends 
and an exceptionally kind heart. He used to say, “You don’t 
need to worry about anything, I am here to look after you”. 
That really was his motto. He loved life.’

Get to know some of the members who support our Society 
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MEMBER MOMENTS

CENTRAL

Area Secretary
Susan Cockhill

Court Garibaldi 3533
Jan 01922 620 650

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Lord Stanhope 2804
Brenda 01889 800 751

Court Moorlands 9475
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Pride Of Norton 5249
Susan 01922 512 391

Court Royal Rangers 1670
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Three Brothers 4482
Alison 07740 585 070

Court Watt Villa 2455
Sam 0121 476 1726

CENTRAL

Tea for two Courts

Courts Pride of Norton 5249 and 
Three Brothers 4482 met for a 
joint afternoon tea on 9 February 
at Dobbies Garden Centre, Gailey. 
Susan Cockhill, Area Secretary, 
reports: ‘25 members and friends 
enjoyed a scrumptious tea at this 
friendly venue. This is the third 
year running we have held this 
event. Thank you to all the staff 
who made this another successful 
visit. We shall be back!’ 

Howzat!Firsts all round

Regular readers will recall that Court Three Brothers 4482 sponsor the 
junior teams of their local cricket club, Milford Hall. On 12 April, the Court’s 
Secretary Alison Carnell reported from an Under 12s pre-season practice 
session: ‘Another great turnout, 72 youngsters came along. Parents were 
busily looking up Foresters and we had some really good conversations 
about what the Society does and how we do it.’ In the centre of the group 
photo is the Voneus Village Cup, which the senior team won at Lords. 
In May, High Chief Ranger John Springham got to hold the trophy when 
he and his lady Brenda Watson attended a match. ‘A lovely lazy sunny 
afternoon watching cricket. It was enjoyed by all.’

Court Leek 2005 enjoyed the return 
of an annual social event on 13 April. 
The Court reports: ‘An excellent 
pie and pea supper at the Bowling 
Club in Leek was our first event of 
the year and a first for Adrian, our 
new Secretary. Sixty eight members 
turned out and the raffle raised £191 
for our High Chief Ranger’s chosen 
charity, Youth Sport Trust.’
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CENTRAL

On 4 June a small group of Foresters from Court Pride 
of Norton 5249 visited the Veolia waste management 
and reclamation site in Four Ashes. Our recycling 
reporter writes: ‘Hilary, our guide, gave us detailed 
background on the state of the art facility before we 
donned safety gear for a tour to see the giant workings 
of the site. We all pledged to do our bit by recycling 
more of our domestic waste in the future. All those 
workings made us hungry, so we went on to the local 
Spread Eagle pub to enjoy a spot of lunch.’

Wasting away Dream cars

Court Moorlands 9475 took to the road on 16 April. 
Our motoring correspondent writes: ‘An early morning 
start saw 23 Foresters arrive at Morgan Works 
Malvern. We were treated to a very interesting tour 
by an excellent knowledgeable guide. These iconic 
beautiful cars have been produced at the factory since 
1910. Each car is individually manufactured to an 
owner’s specification, so no two are the same. After 
lunch we raised £55 towards the High Chief Ranger’s 
appeal. This photo shows James, our youngest 
Forester, deciding if this is the car he would like’. 

On Saturday 11 May, members from the Central Area 
took to the water. Our reporter writes: ‘We gave a warm 
welcome to John Springham, our High Chief Ranger, and 
his lady Brenda Watson as they joined us for a cruise on 
the picturesque Rudyard Lake. On a lovely warm sunny 
afternoon over 30 Foresters were treated to a leisurely 
trip around the 2.5 mile long lake on the all-electric new 
boat, Sunray. The boat’s skipper gave us a very interesting 

commentary about the 
history of the lake. After a 
plentiful buffet, a raffle and 
donations raised £250 for 
the High Chief Ranger’s charity, Youth Sport Trust. Thank 
you to Court Lord Stanhope 2804 for a lovely day out and 
to Ray Perry, Ranger and Chairman of the Lakes Trust, 
and his team.’

HCR or HMS?
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DEVON AND  
CORNWALL

Area Secretary
Gary Webber

Court Goodwill 5077
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pendennis 3754
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pride of the Plym 4087
Gavin 01752 513 714 

Court Semper Fidelis 4938
Margaret 01752 215 685

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Motorbike meeting

MEMBER MOMENTS

Court Goodwill 5077 has raised 
£500 for Cornwall Blood Bikes. 
Joan Thomas of Court 5077 
reports: ‘There are now thirty eight 
Blood Bikes groups in the UK. The 
charity isn’t funded and relies upon 
donations to carry out their good 
work. Besides blood, the bikes 
carry X-rays, plasma, breast milk, 
medical documents and more to 
Royal Cornwall Hospital in Treliske, 
saving the NHS thousands of 
pounds.’ At the Court’s meeting 
in Liskeard on 7 April, Dot Colwill, 
Chief Ranger, presented a cheque 
to Ian Butler, Fundraising Manager 
for the charity. 

Court Pendennis 3754 made the most 
of the sun by visiting the Trelissick 
Estate, at Feock near Truro. The Court 
reported on 14 May: ‘On what was 
probably the warmest and sunniest 
day of the year so far, a stroll through the extensive gardens allowed us to 
explore the large estate and to enjoy the wonderful views of the River Fal and 
Falmouth’s Carrick Roads and harbour. Gary Webber, Court Secretary, is a 
lifelong horticulturist and was on hand to identify the many rare plant species. 
We enjoyed a late lunch in the courtyard café, with time afterwards for a visit 
to the shop.’

Foresters met some four legged friends 
when Court Pendennis 3754 visited the 
Flicka Foundation Donkey Sanctuary, 
located at Penty Noweth Farm near Mabe. 
On 17 April, the Court reported: ‘We were 
met by Laurie Stephenson, Trustee of the 
Sanctuary, who introduced the residents - 103 donkeys, 17 horses and two 
mules. This was very much a ‘hands on’ experience! We were astonished 
to discover that the sanctuary required around £600,000 a year to feed the 
animals, which arrive from France, Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus amongst 
other places. After a thorough tour, we had lunch in the café before visiting the 
shop and book stand, where gifts were purchased and donations made.’

Court Semper Fidelis 4938 enjoyed a unique event on 12 May. The Court 
reports: ‘We had a private tour around Powderham Castle. As well as all the 
public rooms, we were able to see rooms not on display to the public. We 
had glorious sunshine so were also able to enjoy the gardens.’ 

Garden gathering

Equine expedition

Castle peep
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MEMBER MOMENTS

In May, members met for the Devon & Cornwall Area Lunch 
at Trethorne Leisure Park near Launceston. Our reporter 
writes: ‘Members enjoyed a full carvery with various roasts 
and a choice of dessert. The raffle raised £123, which was 
donated to the Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Society, Area Chief 

Ranger Jenny Fureland’s chosen charity during her year 
in office. Besides the raffle total, Jenny presented a £420 
cheque from members to David Kempe, a co-ordinator 
for the MS Society. What a wonderful achievement by the 
members, coupled with an excellent lunch and venue.’ 

HANTS AND SUSSEX

HANTS  
AND SUSSEX

Area Secretary   
George Yalden
Court Bosmere 2277
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281
Court Castledean 3797
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281
Court Constantia 2206
Ken 01243 788 190
Court Crown 3832
George 02392 349 744
Court Loyal Sincerity 2271
Morag 07572 873 637 
Court Maberley Wyndham 4217
Patricia 01798 861 291
Court Robin Hood’s Castle 5373
Chris 07880 747 832
Court Sir William Jolliffe 4479
Pauline 01243 788 190
Court Star Of Selsey 3954
Patricia 07788 244 919

Sincere donation

On 7 January, Court Loyal Sincerity 
2271 held a New Year lunch at the 
Lysses House Hotel in Fareham. Morag 
Kirby, Court Secretary, writes: ‘We 
invited David Fawcett, a Court member and representative of Abby’s Heroes. 
Abby’s Heroes is a local charity that works out of the Piam Brown ward of 
Southampton General Hospital. They support families impacted by cancer, 
including financial and practical assistance, as well as making lasting memories 
for the children and their families. Phil Squire, Chief Ranger, presented David 
with a £500 cheque towards the charity.’

What do you do when you are 100 
metres in the air above in Portsmouth? 
Catch up with some Foresters 
news in Miscellany of course! On 15 
June, David Fawcett of Court Loyal 
Sincerity 2271 abseiled off the top of 
the Spinnaker Tower to support local charity Abby’s Heroes. ‘While I was 
waiting to start the descent, I had a few minutes to spare so decided to read 
Miscellany magazine.’ [Ed. - Fantastic fundraising effort David, well done. 
Have any other members read a copy of Miscellany in an unusual place? Or 
are you planning to? Do let me know... Besides his abseil, this year David 
has completed a sponsored fire walk and run in the Southampton ABP 5k. 
For more information on Abby’s Heroes see the ‘Sincere donation’ article.]

Hanging around

Trethorne total

Did you know?... From 1 
January to 30 June 2024, 
Courts have awarded 
members discretionary 
Grants totalling £424,300
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EAST ANGLIA NORTH

EAST ANGLIA
NORTH

Area Secretary
Kevin Ayres
Court Excelsior 5956
Alison 01223 811 285
Court Eye Of Providence 1112
Glenys 01553 630 252
Court Foresters’ Future 3443
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Foresters’ Home 2746
John 01603 411 273
Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
Helen 01205 352 925
Court Guardian Angel 2523
Pemblah 01493 440 650
Court Gunners’ Delight 1107
Richard 07899 060 949
Court Motteux 1465
Glenys 01553 630 252
Court Perseverance 4892
John 01603 411 273
Court Poor Man’s Friend 4098
Ros 01353 720 638
Court Pride Of Newborough 9399
Sandra 01733 263 128
Court Prospect ‘B’ 9737 
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Robin Hood 1302
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Unity 4893
Ros 01353 720 638

Proud potters

In February, members of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 turned their 
hand to a pottery painting session. Charlotte 
Lenton, Assistant Secretary, reports: ‘Members 
could choose from a huge range of plates, cups, 
ornaments or trinket boxes to paint in any colour 
or style they wanted. We ate snacks, had a good 
chat and thoroughly enjoyed it. Definitely a social 
event we will plan to organise again!’

On 18 May, Court Foresters’ Pride 
9389 enjoyed a busy day in Newark. 
Charlotte Lenton, Assistant Secretary, 
reports: ‘Seventeen members began 
with an educational visit to the 
National Civil War Centre at Newark 
Museum. After a self-guided tour 
of the museum, we saw an excellent demonstration of how to clean, 
load and fire a Civil War cannon. It was led by two of our members, 
Graham and Dave, who are volunteers at the Centre. We then tucked 
into a delicious buffet before heading out for a guided tour of the town. 
The day finished back at the Museum with a hot drink and cake in the 
Byron Room.’

Newark, Newark
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EAST ANGLIA SOUTH

EAST ANGLIA
SOUTH

Area Secretary
Bruce Hicks
Court Brave Old Oak 3658
Beatrix 07885 909 869
Court Indian Chief 6203 
Corinne 01245 328 825
Court Lifeboat 4390 
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Pride Of Essex 4174 
Joan 01621 741 453
Court Pride Of Walton 2678 
Judith 01206 298 658
Court Prince Arthur 5432 
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Princess Royal 2948 
Joyce 01473 658 009
Court Rangers Home 2094   
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Sailors Home 5105   
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Victory 3621  
Bruce 01205 352 925

Quiz, coffee, cake

Beatrix Wrinch, Secretary of Court Brave Old Oak 3658 writes: ‘We held 
a little walking quiz in our village of Mendlesham on Saturday 27 April to 
raise some money for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for Youth Sport Trust. 
Although it was a very drizzly start to the day, we had some families take 
part, plus people coming in for coffee and cake. The event raised £150 for 
the charity’. [Well done to all at the Court, especially after the weather – Ed.]

Lifeboat rescue
Ashley Stammers, Secretary of Court Lifeboat 4390 reports on an outdoor event. 
‘Eleven members enjoyed a wander round the 20 acre garden and arboretum at The 
Place for Plants in East Bergholt on Friday 14 June. Early refreshments were taken to 
avoid a sudden downpour!’ [Ed. - Good decision, what has the weather been up to 
this year? Ashley kindly forwarded some photos from this event but sadly they were 
too small for print. Never mind, glad to hear only the gardens got watered!]

NORTH LONDON

NORTH  
LONDON

Court Abbey Foresters 1940
Joanne 07954 464 290
Court Amity 6105
Brian 01255 850 401 
Court Edmonton’s Pride 1351
Ann 07956 300 202
Court Old Oak 1620
Janet 01277 222 028
Court Peaceful Valley 1753
Andrew 01227 222 028
Court Pride of Islington 2939
Cheryl 07885 761 787 
Court Tubal Cain 2765
Shelly 07496 076 507

Drawn to the things we love

Court Pride of Islington 2939 ran a unique event on 14 
February. Our reporter writes: ‘The Court held an alternative 
Valentine’s evening. Not everyone is very romantic, some 
people are alone, and others don’t like the commercialisation 
of St Valentine’s Day. Members from all over the country had a 
fun-filled night on Zoom. There was a Valentine themed quiz and we were asked to 
draw something we love. Who knew the Court had so many budding Picassos? In 
just 10 minutes we created drawings of a birthday tea, train, ship, cats, and a Welsh 
dragon amongst others. To round off the evening we were asked to find as many 
words as possible from the word ‘valentine’. We all had a great night in excellent 
company and look forward to more ingenious events in the future.’
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WESSEX

WESSEX

Area Secretary 
Bobbie Smith

Court Amity 4668 
Jill 01963 220 790

Court Anchor Of Hope 6209
Tony 07967 190 096

Court City Of Bristol 1119
Karen 01384 626 561

Court Concord 2240
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Hampreston 5752
Jennifer 01202 428 183

Court Henbury 5779 
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Island Foresters 1821
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Loyal Brethren 2290
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Lush & Alexandra 5916
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Merdon 2201 
Morag 07572 873 637

Court Palace 6158
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Perseverance 3917 (Jersey) 
Richard 01534 880 977

Court Pride Of Hampshire 1734
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Pride Of Sarnia 8143 
(Guernsey) 
David 01481 728 864

Court Progress 3038 
Colin 01305 852 516

Court Prospect 6575
Andrew 01305 264 316

Court Sarum & Pembroke 3260
Janet 01722 742 400

Court Sir George Hewitt 5069
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court St. Andrew 7170
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Stanley 6967
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Vale Of Avon 5217
Jane 01425 839 665

Court Yeovil’s Pride 3024
Rebecca 01935 478 598

Court Sir George Hewitt 5069 proudly sponsor the shirts of the 
Southside AFC Under 7s Junior team based in Shirley, Southampton. 
Our sports reporter writes: ‘Pictured with the players and their coaches 
are Lisa Russell (Chief Ranger), Bobbie Smith (Court Secretary), Tina 
Stokes (Past Chief Ranger) and Court member Marcus Berwick. Marcus 
works at the Foresters main office in Southampton and his son plays for 
Southside Juniors.’

Foresters football team

In 2022, Court Henbury 5779 
celebrated its 150th anniversary. 
Tony Dayman, Court Secretary 
reports: ‘The Court has since 
established an 150th Anniversary 
Award. This £250 grant will be 
presented annually to a young 
person aged between 11 and 19, who is either a Court member or has a 
connection to the Court’s location in Sturminster Marshall. The purpose of 
the Award is to assist young people with either their education, vocation, or 
hobby by helping with the cost of equipment, training or simply to further a 
particular interest. The Court felt that this type of award would be an ideal 
expression of the Foresters’ core ethos of benevolence. In March 2024 
the Award was made for the first time. The winner is 13-year-old Reuben 
Moran from Wimborne, a member of the British Beekeeping Association. 
Reuben intends to put the £250 grant towards setting up an apiary. The list 
of equipment required is lengthy; a bee suit, smoker, and the hive itself are 
essential, together with insurance, parasite treatments and not forgetting 
the queen bee, which can cost up to £50 alone. Reuben has a passion 
for the natural world and the Court wishes Reuben every success with his 
apicultural adventure.’ [Ed. – congratulations Reuben and well done to the 
Court for setting up the Award, what an inspiring initiative]

Bee-nevolence 
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NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES

NORTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew 
Court Brownlow 6444
Martyn 01582 616 865 
Court Fountain of Friendship 4480
Martyn 01582 616 865
Court Nell 6443
Joanne 07954 464 290
Court Perseverance 2796
Ted 01923 466 955
Court Prince Albert 2643
Joanne 07954 464 290
Court Star of Hertfordshire 3511
Christine 01234 772 794
Court Unity 9286
Ian 01234 772 794
Court Verulam Excelsior 6054
Ian 01234 772 794

Foresters at its best

On 21 February, Court Perseverance 2796 held a fundraising quiz at the 
YMCA Orbital community centre in Watford. Ted House, Court Secretary, 
reports: ‘The event was held for a local charity, the Blue Tangerine 
Federation, which supports two special needs schools. On the night, 25 
members and friends raised £215. Then a guest at the quiz said he would 
match that total. Foresters at its best - a fun social event raising money for 
charity’.  Pictured are the winning quiz team with their prizes and a cheque 
being presented to a representative of one of the two schools. 

WESSEX

Foresters in the forest!

It’s not often that your Editor 
receives reports for Miscellany in 
verse. Credit Court Hampreston 
5752, who did so for a recent  
social event: 

‘If you went into Moors Valley in 
June you’d be in for a big surprise. 

Court Hampreston was at Go Ape 
and you’d better believe your eyes 

As adventurers aged from eight to 
their eighties 

Are zooming down zip lines and up 
in the trees

As this was the day Court 
Hampreston went to Go Ape!’

Jen continues, ‘The event was on 1 June and was open to members, family and friends. 
There was a maximum of eight people per session, which was fully booked. Court 5752 
subsidised the event, so the participants only paid £10.’ 
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EAST LONDON
AND ESSEX

Area Secretary
Janet Pooley

Court Bagster Phillips 2631
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Belmont Castle 5564
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Charterhouse 5671
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Duke Of Argyle 2630
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Good Intent 4629
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Industry Of Cobden 1752
Sandra 01474 702 513

Court Merry Foresters 2020
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Princess Alexandra 4163
Janet 01277 222 028

Court St. Augustine 6501
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Unity 3049
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Wellington 3538
Janet 01708 478 980

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

Court St Augustine 6501 held their annual Spring Lunch on 12 May, at the 
Age Concern Hall in Ware. Cheryl Eagleson, the Court’s Secretary and Past 
High Chief Ranger, reports: ‘58 guests, including multi-generation family 
groups and friends, enjoyed a lovely lunch provided by Walkers Catering. 
Court members Jim Barry and Jan Wagstaff were celebrating their birthdays 
that weekend and were ‘treated’ to a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday.’

On 22 April, members from 
Court Industry of Cobden 
1752 reported: ‘The East 
London & Essex Area Tea 
Party turned out to be even 
friendlier than normal. There 
was a last minute change 
to a smaller venue but this 
helped everyone to enjoy 
the excellent food provided 
- and our guest singer to 
encourage everyone to join 
in. The empty plates say it all!

An Augustine occasion

Small change
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Kent at the King Charles

PRIDE OF KENT

Area Secretary
John Potten

Court Defence 4343
John Potten 01227 794 552

Court Louis 5401
Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290

Court Maid Marian 5237
John Franks 01892 822 386

Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329
John Potten 01227 794 552

Court Robin Hood 2694
John Springham 01474 568 459

Court Union Jack 3825
John Potten 01227 794 552

PRIDE OF KENT

The Pride of Kent Area held a Spring Lunch at the King Charles Hotel in 
Gillingham on 12 May. John Potten, Area Secretary, reports: ‘There were 
33 members attending, with the High-Sub Chief Ranger, Joanne Andrew, 
among them. Everyone had a very enjoyable lunch and meeting up with 
friends for a good time. A raffle and goods for sale raised £129 for the High 
Chief Ranger’s appeal.’

Court Union Jack 3825 held a lunch on the 26 May at the Kennington 
Carvery in Ashford. Our reporter writes: ‘14 members attended and had a 
very good meal and good company. Everyone had plenty to eat but we had 
to leave room for desserts as the choice was very tempting! This was a new 
venue for us and the staff were very helpful.’

Tempting choices

Court Defence 4343 held a lunch at 
the Woodstock Sports and Social 
club in Sittingbourne on 14 April. 
The Court’s Secretary, John Potten, 
writes: ‘There were 51 people 
present. This is a very popular 
venue with Courts in the Area as 
the food is very good. A raffle and 
sale of knitted goods raised £192 
for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal 
for Youth Sport Trust’.

Foresters at Woodstock
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WALES AND THE BORDERS

WALES AND  
THE BORDERS

Area Secretary
Gail Lancaster

Court Bailey 2751
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Coventry 7829
Rosemary 01452 535 897

Court Loyal Hope 2949
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Marquis Of Bute 2842
Gail 01446 736 244

Court Pride Of The Wye 2849
Michael 01594 860 239

Seafaring support

Foresters has a long and proud 
history of supporting lifeboats. 
Court Marquis of Bute 2842 
continued the tradition in June 
by donating £500 to the Llantwit 
Major Surf Life Saving Club. 
Gail Lancaster, Court Secretary, 
reports: ‘The Club is situated on 
the Heritage Coast in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and was established 
in 1963 following concerns about 
the number of coastal incidents 
that were occurring. The 
Court’s donation was towards 
replenishing the Club’s 2024 first 
aid equipment for use by the 
lifeguards.’

Valentine Bell

Rosemary Groves, Secretary of Court 
Coventry 7829, reports: ‘18 members 
of the Court plus one guest enjoyed 
an appetising and convivial Valentine’s 
Lunch at the Bell Inn, Eckington.’ 

Members from Courts Marquis of Bute 2842 and Bailey 2751 enjoyed an April 
afternoon at Paul Kirner’s Music Palace in Ynyshir, Porth. Our music critic 
writes: ‘The programme started with a talk on the history of musical organs, 
followed by a yummy afternoon tea accompanied by music ranging from 
Cole Porter to silent movie themes. The event ended with a sing along. A fab 
afternoon for everyone, there were smiles all around. We are planning on going 
back if anyone wants to join us!’ 

Musical notes

On 25 April, 19 members of Court Coventry 7829, ‘including a number of 
first-timers’, gathered at Webbs of Wychbold for Afternoon Tea. Rosemary 
Groves, Court Secretary, reports: ‘The food was plentiful, delicious, and 
attractively presented. We were looked after by extremely attentive staff 
and a good time was had by all.’

Tea time
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Venimus, vidimus, vicimus 
(we came, we saw, we conquered) 
In late April a group of Foresters completed a sponsored walk along 
Hadrian’s Wall, to raise money for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal and in 
memory of a late friend. This special article follows in their footsteps. 

Hadrian’s Wall was built to control the north-west frontier 
of the Roman Empire. Construction began in AD 122 and 
its completion took three Roman legions six years. Two 
thousand years later, four Foresters walked the 84-mile 
Hadrian’s Wall Path over six days. The group comprised: 
Glyn Carpenter, Past High Chief Ranger; Helen 
Hicks, Secretary of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389; Alan 
Mackinnon of Court Perseverance 1586; and Trish Slade, 
Court Development Officer and Secretary of Courts 3954 
and 4217.  

Along the way, they were supported by Madelaine Harris 
of Courts 1940, 2939, 3420 and 3621, and Richard 
Wyborn of Court Promise 153. Madelaine (and her 
cat Sammy) ferried the walkers’ kit and supplies in her 
motorhome, while Richard and his car provided extra 
reconnaissance. Halfway along the walk, the group were 
joined by Charlotte Wrigley-Clark, daughter of the late 
Stephen Wrigley. Besides fundraising for Youth Sport 
Trust, they completed the walk in Steve’s memory. 
Throughout the week, everyone kept diaries and took 
photos. Here is an abridged account of their journey. 
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Preparation

Glyn: We decided to go west to east, starting at Bowness 
and ending in Newcastle. With luck the prevailing westerly 
wind would be behind us, not in our faces. It is the less 
used option, so perhaps less busy. Last but not least, we 
would finish in Newcastle greeted by the local Court, George 
Stephenson 808. We would set off from Bowness on St 
George’s day, Tuesday 23 April, hoping for good Spring 
weather.

Trish: I volunteered to join the walk back in September 2023. 
Thanks to Glyn’s organisation, I didn’t have to do a lot except 
smile for the promotional photos. I was therefore quite laid 
back about the whole thing until Easter. Suddenly anxiety 
kicked in. Would I be fit enough to walk a minimum of 13 
miles a day, for six days? Did I have the appropriate gear? 
How would I get on spending so much time with people I 
hardly know? Many sleepless nights followed until I found 
myself on the train, as fit as I could be after a few weeks of 
long walks, hopefully with everything I needed. 

Helen: The weekend before the walk, I attended the High 
Chief Ranger’s Charity Ball at Gravesend in Kent - some 343 
miles away. Madelaine was also there, so it made sense to 
travel up together. We arrive at Bowness House to find Alan 
already making friends with the chickens. After Glyn and 

Trish arrived, we all bought Hadrian’s Wall passports, to be 
stamped along the Path each day. We got an extra one for 
Steve as he will be with us at every step, on the laminated 
photos on our backpacks. 

Day 1: Bowness to Carlisle 

Alan: A narrow pebble-strewn path squeezed between two 
stone cottages of Bowness. It emerged thirty feet above the 
splendour of a horizontal Solway Firth. Here the flat Irish Sea 
poked its insolent tongue, speckled with sand and pools, 
between two countries. The hazy land of the Scots could be 
perceived in distant views to the north. The formal start of the 
Hadrians’ Wall Path was under a wooden garden shed with its 
sides removed. The High Chief Ranger, John Springham, and 
his lady, Brenda Watson, joined us for official photographs 
and best wishes. 

Glyn: The first stretch is flat and skirts the Solway Firth, a 
stark but beautiful landscape. There are no visible remains 
of the wall here. We take in the wide country, looking over to 
Scotland and getting used to our pace. We pass Port Carlisle, 
now just a ruin, then to Burgh by Sands where we stop for 
lunch at The Greyhound Inn with Madelaine and Richard. The 
next stage takes us across rolling farmland to the banks of the 
River Eden, our companion until we reach Carlisle at the end 
of the day. 

Bowness - John Springham, High Chief Ranger, 
and Brenda Watson see the walkers set off Richard, Alan, Glyn, Charlotte, Trish, Helen, Madelaine
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Helen: Today was also Sammy the cat’s birthday. Twenty two, 
what a grand age! During our walk the Path changed direction 
34 times in 14 miles and parts were very muddy. I noticed that 
night that we’d all caught the sun, or more likely wind burn. 
Off to bed feeling smug that we’d completed our first day’s 
walk without accident or incident!

Day 2: Carlisle to Walton 

Helen: We left Carlisle behind, after Trish led a warm-up 
session on Microsoft Teams with Foresters head office staff. 
We also had a frantic search for the elusive Sammy, who we 
eventually found hiding in Madelaine’s motorhome. Large 
open countryside awaited us, with green fields speckled with 
dandelions. Towards the end of the day, we were walking on 
top of the Wall but it was hidden by turf.  

Glyn: From the River Eden, the Path picks up the line of the 
Wall west of Bleatarn. The rolling countryside is the star of 
the show, bright in its Spring colours. Bluebells, daisies, 
buttercups, celandine, dog mercury, lady’s bedstraw... The 
Roman earthworks are unmistakable. We get a feel of the 
structure as we head ever eastwards. The relatively short 
stretch takes us to Walton, where Richard and Madelaine 
have scoped out the terrain. 

Richard: We enjoyed being able to support the walkers. 
In the mornings we would discuss a point for a lunchtime 
rendezvous, as close to the Wall as possible. One of 
Madelaine’s worries was if any of the locations had a height 
barrier for her motorhome, so we would sometimes check 
ahead in my car. During the day we visited sites away from 
the Wall, including Lanercost Priory and Vindolanda fort. At 
the rendezvous points, we would wait in the motorhome with 
a brew. We were always concerned whether the walkers were 
behind or ahead of us and if we had missed them. We should 
have fitted them with trackers! 

Day 3: Walton to Once Brewed 

Glyn: Today will provide us with the first taste of the crags 
along the Wall, the scenery becoming increasingly wild 
and remote as we climb to higher ground across the spine 
of the country. This coincides with the Wall’s finest and 
best-preserved sections. Several courses high, it snakes 
for miles across the undulating slopes of Cumbria and 
Northumberland. The area is remote, and in parts almost 
inaccessible, preserving the Wall’s remains. We face over 
1,200 feet of vertical climbing. 

Alan: Today would be full of ups and downs, so arrangements 
were confirmed for our evacuation from peril if needed. 
Richard and Madelaine were to meet us at Birdoswald Roman 
Fort, at the top of a hill approximately halfway along our 
jaunt. After 45 minutes of walking, we get our first sight of the 
ancient Wall. The opportunity was taken to raise an imaginary 
glass in honour of the Roman builders. 

Helen: We were greeted by our first section of the Wall at 
Hare Hill. Standing three metres high, it was impressive. An 
information board suggests it probably only survived through 
being part of a medieval farm building. I was compelled to 
touch the Wall, knowing that it had been placed there some 
2,000 years ago. 

Glyn: After leaving our support team at Birdoswald, we take 
on what seems a straightforward hill. But it has a trick up its 
sleeve. As we reach the summit another lies beyond that, then 
another... Past a small river (the Irthing) we have a hailstorm. 
We initially mistake the hailstones for blossom blown off the 
trees because they are so small and light. At the village of 
Gilsland, Alan and Helen cannot resist trying out the kids’ 
playground. 

Helen: The Wall seemed to go on forever. It must have been 
an awesome sight when first built. I lost count of how many 
observation towers and fortified gateways we passed. The 
towers are spaced every Roman mile (1.48km). Soldiers lived 
or took shelter in them while watching the frontier. The terrain 
got hillier with lots of stepladders to climb over in various 
places. 

Alan: From Thirlwall Castle, a romantic pile of stolen Wall 
stones, the path was flat for a while until a steep hill arrested 
our progress with a formidable climb. At the top, our world 
exploded into sky and distant views. A little further, the 

The undulating Wall

Trish finds Glyn’s wig
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remains of Walltown Crags provided another panorama of 
splendour. Here the landscape dreamed. I could feel, as well 
as hear, the silence. I could have sat here for a lifetime. The 
trek along the crag top opened up vistas of excitement. 

Glyn: To save my legs from a particularly challenging climb, 
I choose a gradual path that appears to lead around the 
highest part of the Wall rather than over it. Bad call. Suddenly 
there are indistinct paths in all directions. Then none. A fellow 
hiker appears, as lost as me. Between his modern GPS and 
my old fashioned map we agree the appropriate direction. 
Half an hour of clambering and climbing brings us back to 
our colleagues. Reunited, we descend to Steel Rigg car park 
where Madelaine and Richard are waiting. Our overnight stop 
is the intriguingly named village of Once Brewed. At the Twice 
Brewed Inn, we have dinner with High Chief Ranger John, 
Brenda - and Charlotte, Steve Wrigley’s daughter.

Charlotte: When I found out about the walk in memory of 
dad, I knew immediately that I wanted to join and be a part of 
the journey. I was met at Hexham railway station by a smiling 
Richard. It meant so much to see a familiar face. I joined the 
others for dinner that evening. Everyone was so kind and 
welcoming and it made me realise why dad loved being  
a Forester. 

Day 4: Once Brewed to Chollerford 

Glyn: The blisters have finally arrived! Today the fab four 
become five as Charlotte joins us for the second half of the 
walk. As we set off, ahead is the massive outcropping of 
the Whin Sill, its columns of rock as grey as the clouds we 
hope to avoid. At Peel Crag the sharp ascent feels more like 
mountain climbing than trekking. My calves scream and my 
blisters moan a bit. No more detours. Keep going. 

Charlotte: I was feeling emotional, seeing the others wearing 
backpacks with photos of dad on. I wished so much that I 
could turn back time to have him here with us in person. We 
set off into the stunning countryside and immediately joined 
the Wall at the top of the hill. What an amazing sight. I’d later 
find out that this is the most scenic section of the Wall. After a 
couple of hours uphill hike, I was expecting a leisurely break in 
the sun to take in the scenery. But I underestimated the miles 
we had to cover to keep to our schedule. Glyn or Trish were 
generally our pace setters to keep us on track and to time.

Alan: The vistas were stunning. Majestic as far as the eye 
could see, then into the perspectives beyond. I hadn’t 
expected to be at Sycamore Gap by 9.30am. The stump 
sat poignantly in a shallow dell. We were all in expectation 
of sadness the closer we got to the site. We were not 
disappointed when we reached it. 

Glyn: Although I knew what to expect, its with a jolt that I 
look down into the empty space where the famous tree once 
stood. It had fitted so perfectly into the bowl of the land, 
graceful and balanced. The Gap is smaller than I envisaged 
but now lives up to its name. A gap indeed. Just a stump 
remains, boxed in by a fence like a museum exhibit. I’m glad 
no one else is about. Just the five of us in the early light. 

Alan: We had to move on. The views were as wide as the 
horizon, the birdsong as vivid as a painting. Over every hill 
was an adventure rushing up to greet us. The Roman fort of 
Housesteads gave us a glimpse of how isolated a centurion’s 
life must have been. Once through the gate we turned right 
along the outside of the Wall. Up to this point it had always 
been on our left. Now we could see the defensive benefits of 
building the Wall above high crags. 
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‘Let me out!’

One of many stiles on the Wall
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Charlotte: The afternoon was filled with chatter. Alan is a 
fellow hodophile so I loved chatting away about various 
places around the world. He did a great job of keeping us all 
entertained with fun stories and the afternoon flew by. Helen 
was a great companion and I enjoyed learning about her life 
and family. I am also a big dog lover so it was great to chat 
to Glyn about his dogs. Trish helped me to understand more 
about Foresters and gave me some insight into what it is like 
to climb Kilimanjaro. We all had such different lives and it was 
great to listen to everyone and learn from them.

Helen: Today we had to cross a wide creek. In the distance I 
could see that Glyn and Alan had got over it no problem and 
that Trish was taking a running jump to get across. Charlotte 
made it look easy with her long legs. Then it was my turn. I 
took a run up and launched myself forwards. I landed on the 
edge of the mud and in slow motion began to slide down the 
bank. Charlotte had to come to my rescue and haul me up. It 
was so funny! 

Madelaine: The Romans liked to build in straight lines from 
A to B but that might not be the easiest or shortest route, 
especially with the ups and downs. How Alan, Trish, Glyn, 
Helen, and Charlotte, managed to walk the distance each day 
- going over hills, stiles and other objects - was amazing. I had 
the privilege to see them at the end of each day still wearing 
smiles on their faces, despite any pain they might have been 
suffering. Each morning they were ready and eager to start  
all over again.

Day 5: Chollerford to Heddon on the Wall 

Glyn: Yet another splendid morning. Perhaps Steve is doing 
his best for us with the weather gods. The blue sky reflects in 
the North Tyne as we look forward to mostly downhill hiking. 
We say goodbye to the last visible remnants of the Wall and 
pass through classic Northumberland countryside. The air is 
clean and cool, the landscape vibrant.

Charlotte: We were lucky. Dad was watching over us and the 
sun shone. The walk was easier terrain than the previous day. 
There was a massive hill to start with but then steady, fairly flat 
ground. We passed through some stunning villages, beautiful 
gardens, and so many sheep with their young. It is a beautiful 
part of the country.

Helen: Charlotte was in her element today. We came across a 
lonely horse tethered in a field. Luckily for them, Charlotte had 
some horse biscuits in her pocket. After getting our passports 
stamped at The Robin Hood Inn, sheer determination took us 
into Heddon. Although the road had a light gradient I had a 
spring in my step. I almost sprinted past Glyn and Alan to take 
the lead for once. 

Alan: Our path through fields of glory eventually carried us to 
Heddon along the old Roman military road that supplied the 
Wall with stores and soldiers. It’s now called the B6318. The 
Path ran alongside the modern road. A narrow green strip 
alongside our busy world; but as separate from it as if were on 
another planet. As the day came to a close, I realised that only 
one more would bring this respite from everyday life to an end. 

Day 6: Heddon on the Wall to Wallsend 

Helen: It was great to realise that we had all made it to the last 
day. We met Charlotte at the local service station as she has 
stayed elsewhere in the village overnight. She was absolutely 
freezing and went into the shop to buy some gloves. Glyn was 
really suffering with blisters. We finally set off in steady rain. 
Today was a bad hair day. My hood didn’t cover my fringe and 
it got wet through.

Charlotte: The final day. Our only day of rain but we were all 
excited. Bittersweet, thoughts of dad, happy memories. If 
dad had been here in person, he would have been pushing 
everyone along - map reading, telling stories of the Romans. 
He loved history. 

Helen and Alan on the crags

Sycamore Gap
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Alan: Following the path through the Tyne Riverside County 
Park we were joined by for a while Olwen and Peter from 
Court George Stephenson 808. Now we are seven. Their 
collaboration and conversation help us along. The weather 
had turned against us. Every other day had been bright and 
warm. At Newburn Bridge on the outskirts of Newcastle the 
industrial grey was beginning to overwhelm the countryside. 

Glyn: It seems strange to think we are homeward bound 
when we are many miles from our homes. But that’s what the 
last day feels like to me: heading home. We are sustained by 
the thought of completing our pilgrimage. We round a curve 
of the river and see Newcastle’s iconic series of bridges. More 
importantly, we see more friends. John and Linda Levett, Past 
High Chief Rangers, turn up on the quayside and Rory Walsh, 
Editor of Miscellany, swaddled against the rain. 

Alan: Once past Newcastle, a certain pastoral elegance 
returns to grace the gently curving river for some distance. 
Trees and shrubs reach down to wash their leaves in the cold 
flowing water. My thoughts were now turning towards the 
end. There are some voyages you take in life that turn out to 
be just a passing excursion that you struggle to remember. 
This was not one of them. 

Helen: My husband Bruce travelled up from Lincolnshire to 
meet us. It was difficult keeping track of each other though 
as my phone was low on battery and there were two routes 
the Path could take. The walk was now drawing to an end. 

What a journey it had been! The rain had stopped so we were 
able to decant our coats and meet our welcoming party in our 
Youth Sport Trust shirts. 

Glyn: We finally arrive at Segedunum, where the Wall started 
and we finish. A veritable posse of Foresters greet us; High 
Chief Ranger John and Brenda, Alan’s wife Helen, the Levetts, 
friends from Court George Stephenson 808, and much 
of Steve’s family. Pictures, champagne, cake, a generous 
donation from Court 808. Little time at that moment to reflect. 
Just relief, pride, and an abiding thought that Steve would 
have loved the whole thing. 

Charlotte: My sister Emma, our husbands, and our children 
meet us at the end. All four of dad’s grandchildren there to 
cheer us over the finish line. As we walked along the river and 
up towards them, I knew dad was with us in spirit. Thank you 
to all the Foresters family for the opportunity to do this walk in 
memory of dad. Thank you Glyn, Alan, Helen, Trish, Richard 
and Madelaine, and everyone who joined us. Thank you for all 
the joy along the way.

Editor: A fuller account of the Hadrian’s Wall walk has been 
compiled into an A5 book called ‘Wrigley’s Ramble’. Copies 
were sold at High Court. As with all the proceeds from the 
walk, the funds went towards the High Chief Ranger’s appeal 
for Youth Sport Trust. So far, the walk has raised over £8,000. 
Well done to all the walkers and support crew - and thank you 
all for providing the words and photos for this article.

Rain on the Tyne The finish line at Wallsend
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THAMES VALLEY

Area Secretary
Alan Howes

Court Alma 2768
Beverley 01264 781 765

Court Bold Robin Hood 5131
Alan 01869 253 699

Court Centenary 2028
Vee 01494 714 827

Court Crowood 4644
Mary 01672 520 908

Court Earl Leofric 4536
Kirsty 01902 342 918

Court Loyal Oxonian  
St. Frideswide 2991
Sharon 01869 240 528

Court Pride Of Reading 4961
Mandy 07733 478 777

Court Pride Of The Hill 5044
Peter 01491 834 758

Court Pride Of The Loddon 5562
Taryn 07759 819 363

Court Pride Of Wellington 4558
Eric 01635 863 765

Court Robin Hood & Merry Men  
of Sherwood Forest 4265
Barry 01344 884 903

Court Victoria & Ivanhoe 7626
Sharon 01869 240 528

Alan Howes, Area Secretary, reported on 20 May that ‘The Thames Valley Area 
held a Spring Lunch at Hennerton Golf Club. 50 members joined in this event 
and the raffle raised £151 for the Area charity, Restore.’

Area codes

Court Centenary 2028 sponsored a visit to Bletchley Park on Sunday 12 May ‘for the benefit of all members of the Court 
and the Thames Valley Area’ reports Vee Melvin, Court Secretary. ‘Ten people attended and enjoyed a very informative 
day learning about code-breaking during the Second World War. The history of Bletchley Park is something that should 
always be remembered. It’s not until you see the wealth of information that was needed to break message codes 
that you realise how important sites like this are for future generations. It might take a visit or two to fully appreciate 
the amazing work that was done there. Entry tickets allow for more than one visit and we are sure that a few of our 
members will be back in the not too distant future.’

Teeing off for lunch
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SOUTH  
LONDON

Area Secretary
Janet Clements

Court Apollo 3861
Janet 01708 478 980

Court British Flag 3213   
Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290

Court Eleanor Rummyn 3182
Catherine 01483 481 203

Court Foresters Fancy 1968   
Cheryl 07885 761 787

Court Foresters’ Glory 2242   
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Guildford Castle 3094
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Nelson’s Pride 2338   
Mike 020 8333 7668

Court Newark Abbey 4675   
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Planet Of Streatham 3408
Ian 07856 747 299

Court Runnymede 2089   
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Wellington 3449   
Rosemary 020 8652 7467

Court Wellington Hope 2215
Brenda 01474 568 459

On 2 March, Court Wellington 3449 organised a 
‘Fun Games and Fish and Chips’ event. The Court 
reports: ‘We were delighted to welcome High Chief 
Ranger John Springham and his lady Brenda Watson. 
Members and guests of all ages had a great time 
playing lots of different games before tucking into fish and chips. The High 
Chief Ranger gave a talk about his charity appeal for Youth Sport Trust and a 
raffle raised over £150.’

Games galore

Court Wellington 3449 hosted a charity darts 
evening on 13 April at Epsom Conservative 
Club. The participants ranged from regular 
darts players to complete novices. Among 
the members and guests who took part were 
Foresters from Courts 3449, Guildford Castle 
3094 and Newark Abbey 4675. The event was 
held to support local charity Leatherhead Swans, with the entrance fee, raffle 
and generous donations raising over £600. Our sports reporter writes: ‘It was 
a fun evening, with good company and super darts!’

Up to the oche

Did you know?... 
From 1 January to 30 
June 2024, Courts have 
awarded members 
£322,860 worth of Dental 
and Optical Grants
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SCOTLAND &
NORTHERN
IRELAND

Area Secretary
Norrie Dudgeon 
Court Abbey 7167 
Lesley 07773 990 393
Court Abercorn 5798
Eileen 0131 241 6458
Court Argyll 5968
Malcolm 01586 552 599
Court Donside 6770
Kathleen 01224 312 185
Court Dunedin, Heart Of  
Midlothian 5257
Norrie 07816 091 908
Court Giant’s Causeway 2024
Julie 07900 993 043
Court Neilson 6329
Eleanor 01698 826 854
Court Pride of the Forth 5686
Lesley 07773 990 393
Court Royal Oak 4640
Eleanor 01698 826 854
Court St. Bernard 5522
Matthew 07713 434380

Foresters onside
On Sunday 25 February, Court 
Donside 6770 held their Annual 
Lunch. Kath Sinclair, Court 
Secretary, reports: ‘After an 
enjoyable time, including a quiz, 
members were asked to choose 
a local charity to receive the raffle 
proceeds of £123. They chose Sue 
Ryder Dee View Court, a charity that 
cares for people with neurological 
conditions and complex needs. 
This photo shows Claire, one of the 
carers, resident Joan, and myself.’ 

At the end of April, 30 members enjoyed a four-day coach trip from Dundee 
to Northern Ireland. The event spanned 29 April to 2 May and among the 
party were John Springham, High Chief Ranger, and Brenda Watson. Norrie 
Dudgeon, Scotland Area Secretary, reports: ‘We were very pleased that the 
High Chief Ranger and his good lady joined us. Everyone was delighted 
with the facilities, food and service at Ten Square Hotel in Belfast. Members 
enjoyed visiting Giant’s Causeway, the Crumlin Road Gaol Experience and 
the Titanic Experience. On the Tuesday night 10 members of Court Giant’s 
Causeway 2024 joined us at the hotel for an evening meal and entertainment. 
John and Brenda were presented with a Scottish quaich, a bottle of whisky, 
plus a £500 cheque for Youth Sport Trust.’ [Ed. - Looks like a great trip and 
as John Springham notes elsewhere in this edition, he became the first High 
Chief Ranger to visit Courts in all four countries of the United Kingdom.]

Land of the Giant’s

In May, the Scottish Area 
organised a Highland 
Walking Weekend. Norrie 
Dudgeon, Scotland Area 
Secretary, reports: ‘The 
event spanned Sunday 
19 to Tuesday 21 May, 
with members booked 
into accommodation at 
Aviemore, a picturesque Highland town situated within the Cairngorms National 
Park. Throughout the weekend other members joined us for walks and evening 
meals. On the Sunday, 18 members enjoyed a trip on the Strathspey steam 
railway and on the Monday several members enjoyed a long walk from Loch 
Morlich to Aviemore. This is the third year members have attended this event, 
which remains very popular.’

Weekend walk
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SOUTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Colin Baker
Court Friar Tuck 4460 
Vicky 01825 371 548
Court Lansdowne 2559
Roger 07714 736 737
Court Perseverence Of  
West Kent 3420
John 01474 568 459
Court South Sussex 2454
Diana 01323 899 101
Court St. Leonards 2350 
Kim 01444 258 278
Court Star Of Surrey 2767
Kathleen 07769 252 616
Court Unity 3665   
John 01474 568 459

Court Lansdowne 2559 enjoyed a sporting social event on 23 March. Roger 
Trace, Court Secretary, reports: ‘A total of 67 members, family and friends 
visited the AMEX Stadium, home of Brighton & Hove Albion FC. It was a very 
successful event and the three tours were very well received. Me and my wife 
Karen are not avid football fans but were very impressed with the stadium and 
the tour. Well worth trying if you have the chance.’

This isn’t Lansdowne Road...

Court South Sussex 2454 took 
to the water with a trip along the 
River Thames. On 1 April, the Court 
reported: ‘16 members enjoyed a river cruise from Windsor westward. We 
had fish and chips for lunch. Barbara and Hazel won the raffle. What a lovely 
way to spend a relaxing day with friends.’

Relaxing on the river

EAST MIDLANDS

EAST MIDLANDS

Court Albert 2926
Jeremy 07801 231 678

Court Benevolence 2568
Marianne 07456 949 722

Court Flower of England 2769
Brian 07973 966 476

Court Friend in Need 4820
John 01332 671 727

Court Good Samaritan 1834
Angela 01283 585 697

Court New Zealand 7159
Christine 01332 700 317

Court Old Oak Branch 3207
Helen 07919 883 156
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In the HCR’s honour

On 4 June, the Southern Home Counties 
Area reported on ‘a wonderful lunch at 
Westerham Golf Club. The event was 
arranged by Court Perseverance of West 
Kent 3420 to honour John Springham as High Chief Ranger. The Southern 
Home Counties Area are very proud of him. Over £200 was raised for his 
charity appeal for the Youth Sport Trust.’ High Chief Ranger John Springham 
is pictured here with Caroline Instance from Court St Leonards 2350.

Trudy Weller of Court Lansdowne 
2559 reported on 15 May: ‘Court 
2559 have sponsored the team shirts 
for Coldean School, in support of 
Youth Sport Trust. The shirts have the 
Foresters and Youth Sport Trust joint 
logo on the front while on the back 
they say Foresters Friendly Society. 
This photo shows Andy Wilson, the 
team’s teacher, and me with some 
of the players. The School and Andy 
have expressed many thanks to 
Foresters for their support.’

‘Busy as ever raising funds for our 
High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal, 
Youth Sport Trust!’ April saw Vicky 
Rajah, Secretary of Court Friar Tuck 
4460 hold a children’s books and 
games sale outside her house. 
Vicky reports: ‘With four children 
we’ve accumulated so much over 
the years and I often accept second 
hand games and toys from friends. 
I live a few doors away from our 
local primary school, so I set up 
for a couple of hours to catch the 
passing trade! I raised £31 which I 
think is not bad for only a very short 
time outside. I just said everything 
is £1 and it goes towards charity. It 
seemed like a nice thing to do.’ 

Quick sale
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Court George Stephenson 808 reports: 
‘Pictured are John White (left) and Jim 
Tait (right) at our Court AGM on 9 March. 
John has just presented Jim with the Fiona 
Mitchelson Award, set up in her memory. The 
award is presented to recognise members 
who have done something really special and 
Jim has done a superb job in fundraising 
over the years. Thanks also to John who as 
Fiona’s partner presented the first ever award.’ [Ed. – well done Bro. Jim and 
to Court 808 for starting this initiative. Sis. Fiona Mitchelson sadly passed away 
from cancer in September 2023. A dedicated and friendly Forester, our sincere 
condolences continue to go to Sis. Fiona’s family and friends.]

AGM award 

On 27 March, Court William & Mary 
332 presented a cheque for £500 to 
their local tennis club. Adrian Fish, 
Court Secretary, writes: ‘Thongsbridge 
Tennis Club has over 400 Junior 
members. Our donation is going towards the running costs of the minibus that 
takes the Juniors to matches. The Club are very active, giving tennis lessons 
in local schools. A Foresters banner is now on one of the tennis courts and the 
Foresters logo will be on the side of the minibus.’ The photo shows Adrian (left) 
and Margaret Williams, Chief Ranger, presenting the cheque to Nick Fitzpatrick, 
General Manager / Head Coach at the Club.

Game, set and cash

Court The Three Marys 322 reported on 25 March: ‘Some members got together 
to have a little game of crazy golf at Galactic Golf in Halifax. There were two 
courses and the winner of each one was Damien, who scored 49, and Oliver, 
who scored 37. All the kids (including the big ones) enjoyed the afternoon.’

Fore for Three Marys

YORKSHIRE

Area Secretary
Helen Mackinnon 

Court Abiding Hope 2560
Andrea 01924 460 602
Court Chatsworth 2337
Alison 07729 879 138
Court Children Of The Forest 3710
Mike 0161 449 9665
Court Excelsior 4634
Kathryn 07900 256 174
Court Forester's Home 405
Martin 07875 284 883
Court Friendship 9370
Abraham 01482 441 750
Court George Stephenson 808
Chris 07393 806 584
Court Good Intent 2795
Sarah 07717 492 374
Court Goodwin 7225
Martyn 01709 511 923
Court Hotham 719
Carole 01377 270 140
Court Knaresborough Old Castle 506
Kate 07814 229 075
Court Lady Hilda 567
Michael 07979 953 133
Court Marquis Grand United 4727
Shirley 0161 449 9665
Court Perseverance 1586 
Helen 01845 526 035
Court Peveril Of The Peak 1972 
Tracey 01663 751 151
Court Roebuck 2510
David 07729 709 568
Court Sir Robert Peel 6088
Paul 0113 245 3062
Court Spirit Of Bagthorpe 5317
Theresa 01623 659 511
Court Swan 498
Ken 0113 264 8537
Court The Three Marys 322
Joan 01422 315 646
Court Victory's Pride 3067
Lindsey 01482 820 144
Court White Rose 447
Helen 01845 526 035
Court William & Mary 332
Adrian 01484 687 079
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To the rescue
Court William & Mary 332 made 
a big donation on 24 April. The 
Court reports: ‘Margaret Williams, 
immediate Past Chief Ranger, 
presented a cheque to Matthew 
Golden from Holme Valley Mountain 
Rescue Team (HVMR) for £6,000. 
HVMR was Margaret’s chosen charity 
for her two years in office as the 
Court’s Chief Ranger’. [Well done to 
all at Court 332, fantastic total – Ed.]

Court Chatsworth 2337 report from 
their AGM in April: ‘Pauline Lovejoy, 
retiring Chief Ranger, and new 
Chief Ranger Mike Black welcomed 
special guests Sue and Val from 
Chesterfield Samaritans. Sue and 
Val were presented with a £1,000 
donation from the Court. This will 
support the vital work that the 
Samaritans do in our community.
Court members have also helped 
to stock the Samaritans charity 
shop in Chesterfield by donating 
unwanted gifts, bric-à-brac and 
good quality nearly new items. 
Samaritans are here to listen 
and raise awareness of suicide 
prevention. If you, a friend or loved 
one needs help, their number is  
116 123.’

Samaritans support

Last Christmas

David Smith brings some belated news from Court Sir Robert Peel 6088: ‘The 
Court held their Christmas lunch at the Corn Mill restaurant on Thursday 21 
December. A total of 50 members and guests raised £250 on the day, which 
brought this year’s total to over £1,000 for our seven nominated local charities.’ 
The following weekend, members went to a Christmas pantomime: ‘On 30  
December we went to see Robin Hood the Rock ‘n’ Roll Panto at the Leeds 
City Varieties. The 49 members and guests really enjoyed the performance.’

Meeting moments

Many members extend Court and Area 
meetings by arranging social activities 
afterwards. On 15 April, members from 
Court The Three Mary’s 322 attended 
the Area meeting in York. ‘While we were 
there, we had a look around the railway 
museum’. On 22 May, members from 
Court Excelsior 4634 went out after their 
regular meeting: ‘Lovely meal with members today, despite the rain!’ 
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MEMBER MOMENTS

NORTH  
WESTERN

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew
Court British Lion 44
Joanne 07954 464 290
Court Edgmond 2447
Jayne 01952 403 489
Court Faithful Abraham 1549
Brooklyn 07943 671 105
Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122
Peter 0161 283 8518
Court Garibaldi’s Rest 4075
Ted 01226 289 408
Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453
Court Livingstone 6050
Katarzyna 01229 463 554
Court Manchester’s Honour No.1
Christopher 0161 338 5606
Court Min-Y-Don 1464
Frank 01492 517 952
Court Promise 153
Brooklyn 07943 671 105
Court Royal Windermere 697
Veronica 01524 593 768
Court Tunstall 1839
Tony 07990 307 339
Court William Henry No.70
Karen 07904 624 780

NORTH WESTERN

Barry Chesters of 
Court Tunstall 1839 is 
a well-known Forester 
who regularly attends 
Court and Area 
meetings as well as the 
Northern Conference 
and High Court. Barry 
has made many good 
friends throughout 
the Society and was 
honoured to be asked 
to carry the High Chief Ranger’s standard at High Court 2022 in Llandudno. 
After enjoying carrying out his duty there with dignity and pride, Barry 
thought that he would like some training to carry standards more frequently 
in his local community. He received training from Liz Speed, a Royal British 
Legion standard bearer, and has since carried Royal British Legion standards 
at Wrenbury and Marbury churches, including on Remembrance Sunday. 

Setting the standard

Jayne Herriman, Secretary of 
Court Edgmond 2447, shared a 
discovery on 20 March: ‘Found in 
the garage of one of our members. 
It’s a Foresters car radiator grille 
badge, used on a Mini Cooper 
back in the 1960s.’ [Ed. - I saw a 
similar one at the 2023 Southern 
Conference when a member 
brought one along to donate it 
to the Heritage Trust collection. I 
wonder how many are out there?’]

Beep 
beep!

In October 2023, Foresters members Lee and Callum Newburn took part 
in the international fitness competition the Marbella Championships. Lee, 
Callum and their teammates Sammy and Becca entered as ‘Team Leen, 
Mean, Grit Machine’. They were able to join the event following sponsorship 
from their Court, Manchester’s Honour No.1. Lee and Callum report: ‘The 
competition brought on a host of exhilarating tests of fitness. These included 
synchronised complex gymnastics, a 5k mountain trail run, a 400m open 
sea swim and carrying 70kg weights across a beach. The team completed 
the event with a strong finish in 5th place. We had an incredible experience 
and made unforgettable memories. Thank you to Court No.1 for your 
generous sponsorship and countless other acts of generosity. Behind every 
successful team is a strong support system - ours was Foresters.’ 

Foresters fundraising fitness



NATIONAL

FEBRUARY 2025

21-23 Southern Conference 2025 - 
The Queens Hotel, Southsea

MARCH 2025

14-16 Northern Conference 2025 – 
Weetwood Hall Hotel, Leeds

JUNE 2025
21-23 High Court 2025 – Telford 

International Centre, Telford

Contact details:
Court Helpdesk
0800 101 8310
cheg@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

Court Development Officers 

Brooklyn Andrew
Sharon Blunsdon 
Norrie Dudgeon
Bruce Hicks 
Linda Levett
Trish Slade 
cdo@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

High Chief Ranger
jandrew@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Foresters Brass
forestersbrass@gmail.com 

Court email addresses
The email address for each Court has 
the same format – the Court number 
followed by the Society email address. 

For example:
Court1234@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

DIARY DATES

with Foresters
Out and About
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OUT AND ABOUT

On Saturday 20 April, Foresters from Courts nationwide enjoyed the High Chief Ranger’s 
Charity Ball at The Inn on The Lake in Gravesend, Kent. Attendees included nine Past 
High Chief Rangers, plus members of the Board and Membership Committee. Linda 
Levett, Past High Chief Ranger, was toastmaster and a champagne reception preceded 
an excellent three-course meal. Special guest was Tim Prendergast, an Athlete Mentor 
for the High Chief Ranger’s charity, Youth Sport Trust. Mr Prendergast is a three-time 
Paralympic medallist, winning gold and two silvers in T13 middle distance running. After 
contracting macular degeneration aged just eight, Mr Prendergast took up running in 
secondary school and spoke about the importance of sport for young peoples’ physical 
and mental health. The raffle raised £1,000 with a ‘name the rabbit’ prize draw a further 
£111. Violet Smith of Court Constantia 2206 revealed the first half of her ‘Guess the 
Dress’ competition (see next pages – Ed.). Three members correctly chose Royal Blue 
and the winner drawn at random was Shirley Yalden of Court Crown 3832. All proceeds 
went to Youth Sport Trust. John Springham, High Chief Ranger, thanked everyone for 
supporting the evening, which ended with a disco. 

2024 High Chief Ranger’s 
Grand Charity Ball

Maddie’s Quiz 
answers
1. B 
2. C (189 (not including 
honorary Courts and 
the ceremonial Court, 
Heritage 1834)

3. A 
4. C 
5. B
6. A
7. B  
8. C
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The conference season began on Saturday 17 February at 
The Queens Hotel in Southsea. After a successful Southern 
Conference in 2023, this was the second year at the venue. The 
weekend was organised once more by Linda Levett, Past High 
Chief Ranger, with sterling support from the Southern Home 
Counties Area Committee. There were 129 delegates from 68 
Courts. Attendees included nine Past High Chief Rangers, eight 
of the Membership Committee and four Court Development 
Officers. 

A month later, the Northern Conference was held from 16-
17 March at The Esplanade Hotel, Scarborough. Northern 
Conference 2024 was the first one to take place since the death 
of Stephen Wrigley, who had organised the event in recent years. 
Jo Andrew, High-Sub Chief Ranger and North Western Area 
Secretary, ably ran the Conference with assistance from the North 
Western Area Committee and other fellow Foresters. There were 
125 attendees, including eight joining for the first time. 

Though their venues and dates were different, the Conferences 
followed similar programs. 

John Springham, High Chief Ranger, acted as chairman. 
Delegates heard from a variety of speakers. Among those present 
at both Southsea and Scarborough were Trevor Batten, Society 
Chairman; Rachel Webb, Chief Executive; Richard Dickinson, 
Risk and Compliance Director; Glyn Carpenter, Chair of the 
Membership Committee; and Janet Clements and Erik Vynckier, 
both Non-Executive Member Directors. 

Rachel Webb and Richard Dickinson gave presentations on 
the Society’s financial performance over the previous year and 
plans for 2024. Key activities include developing a strategy for 
streamlining the Society’s insurance business. Just before the 
Southern Conference, it was announced that Foresters would 
stop selling new With-Profits policies – including the ISA, Junior 
ISA, Lifetime ISA, Investment Bond and 50+ products. These 
were withdrawn from sale on 30 April. The Society’s Unit-Linked 
products (TESP, CTEP and SIP) remain open to new applications. 

Delegates at both conferences also heard from Ian Bogg, Change 
Manager about the Society’s online Member Portal. The Member 
Portal is a secure part of the Foresters website that allows users 
to manage their policies online. It went live in July 2023 and is 
gradually being rolled out to all members. Delegates were shown 
how the Member Portal works and some new features that will 
gradually be included. There are also plans to replace the current 
Court Portal. 

John Springham, High Chief Ranger, provided updates about his 
charity appeal for Youth Sport Trust. By the Southern Conference 
weekend, the appeal had raised just over £30,000. Ali Oliver, 
Youth Sport Trust’s Chief Executive, thanked members for their 
support via a video message. Youth Sport Trust merchandise 
was on sale throughout both conferences, along with Brenda 
Watson’s knitted ‘worry monsters’. The appeal also benefited 
from some generous delegate donations. 

2024 Southern and Northern 
Conferences

Jo Andrew John Springham

Scarborough gala dinner Raffle runners

Tea for three
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An undoubted conference highlight is the High Sub-Chief Ranger 
announcing their charity appeal for the following year. Jo Andrew 
maintained the tradition by unveiling her 2024-25 appeal for 
The Rivers Trust. Readers can find out more elsewhere in this 
edition of Miscellany. As Immediate Past High Chief Ranger, Glyn 
Carpenter provided an update on his appeal for the Foresters 
Heritage Trust. Your Editor can confirm that the digitisation 
project is underway - a back issue of Miscellany was temporarily 
unavailable at the Foresters Museum as the magazines were all 
being scanned.  

Both conferences heard reports from the Membership 
Committee. Subjects included the Court Strategy, changes to 
Court accreditation, plans for the new Introducers scheme, 
plus work so far on the National Visibility Campaign to increase 
the Society’s public profile. Delegates also met Ray Barron, the 
Society’s newly appointed Court Strategy Project Co-Ordinator. 

There were also some unique sessions. The Southern 
Conference included a demonstration of the initiation ritual, with 
regalia and traditional wording. Protocol dictates that the ritual 
couldn’t be filmed or photographed but your Editor can confirm 
that Lisa Russell, Company Secretary, was initiated into Court 
Heritage 1834. Many delegates commented that they had never 
seen the ritual before; the session led to interesting debates 
about the Society’s past and future. 

The Northern Conference included an ‘Inspiring Ideas’ session. 
Chris Beetham and John Garrett, Secretary and former Secretary 
of Court George Stephenson 808, spoke about ways to engage 
members, particularly through embracing technology. For 
example, Court 808 uses QR codes and WhatsApp to encourage 
members to meetings and social events. Also at Scarborough, 
Ted Ingman spoke on refurbishments at the Yorkshire Foresters 
Convalescent Home. 

No Foresters events would be complete of course without social 
activities. Delegates at both conferences enjoyed a gala dinner, 

each with a fundraising raffle. At both weekends, Violet Smith 
of Court Constantia 2206 ran a ‘Guess the Dress’ competition. 
Violet invited members to guess the colour of her outfits at the 
Charity Ball and High Court Dinner, with the entry proceeds going 
to the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for Youth Sport Trust. 

Besides listening to speakers, conference delegates were 
encouraged to speak too, by asking questions and joining 
discussions. Both conferences ended with an open Q&A forum. 
Dates have since been announced for 2025, including a new 
venue for the Northern Conference. Hopefully see you there! 

OUT AND ABOUT

Linda Levett

Rachel Webb and Richard Dickinson

Model for Court 2024 Keeping busy

Room with a view...

Delegates at Southsea

Michael Charlton-Hubble keeps his eyes on the prizes
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Foresters found all sorts of ways to support the charity appeal 
for Youth Sport Trust. The previous edition of Miscellany 
reported how some members were preparing to take on 
various fundraising challenges (see edition 1644, p8-9).  
From running the streets of London to swimming the 
equivalent of the English Channel (and back!), here is a report 
on how things went - on foot, on water and even in the air.

On Sunday 21 April, two Foresters ran in the London 
Marathon. Grant Streader, Head of Insurance Operations at 
the Society’s Southampton office, and Stephen Darlington 
of Court Union Jack 3825 both successfully completed the 
course in just under four hours. Your Editor was among the 
crowds to see both Grant and Stephen cross over Tower 
Bridge (where Grant’s hat caught the eye of an official 
photographer). 

Stephen had run in three marathons previously, including the 
2021 London Marathon. He stepped in this year when one 
of Youth Sport Trust’s runners had to pull out of the event. A 
son of Richard Darlington, Past High Chief Ranger, Stephen 
explained why he got involved. ‘I’ve been a Forester all my 
life through my family connections. When John Springham, 
our High Chief Ranger, mentioned the opportunity I was more 
than happy to support him’. 

Grant meanwhile hadn’t run a marathon since 2017 but ‘Once 
John Springham called me, I felt I had to do it. I have run 
the London Marathon before but that was close to 20 years 
ago. 2024 did not disappoint. The weather was perfect, the 
crowds amazing, the organisation incredible. I enjoyed every 
second of it.’ Grant and Stephen received sponsorship from 
‘all parts of Foresters - members, staff, Courts, Areas... Thank 

you to everyone for supporting us.’ 

The next day, Monday 22 April, four Foresters travelled from 
various parts of the country (spanning Devon to Yorkshire) 
to meet on the Cumbria coast at Bowness. From there they 
began their 84-mile, six-day walk along the Hadrian’s Wall 
Path. A special report on their fundraising journey appears 
elsewhere in this edition. 

Among the Hadrian’s Wall walkers was Helen Hicks, Secretary 
of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389. While Helen was away, her 
husband Bruce continued with his challenge for Youth Sport 
Trust. ‘Bruce’s Big Swim’ saw him complete 2,704 lengths at 
his local 25-metre pool. The total distance - 67,600 metres - 
equated to swimming the English Channel and back. Bruce, 
Secretary of Court Victory 3621 and a Court Development 
Officer, took to the pool each week and completed the last 
lengths early morning on Wednesday 12 June. 

While Bruce was in the water, another Forester raised 
money for Youth Sport Trust by reaching for the sky. On 31 
May, Christine Carpenter of Court St Andrew 7170 was at 
Henstridge Airfield near Templecombe in Somerset. Our 
aviation reporter writes: ‘It was a cool overcast afternoon 
when Christine took on her latest challenge for the High Chief 
Ranger’s charity: wing walking. There isn’t any ‘walking’ 
involved in a wing walk. Instead, you are placed in a harness 
atop an aeroplane’s wing, then exposed to the elements at 
130mph.’ 

Christine completed the wing walk on a 1938 Boeing Stearman 
biplane. Among the spectators was former Blue Peter 
presenter Valerie Singleton. Valerie had met Christine through 

Challenges completed
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Canine Partners, her husband Glyn’s charity when he was High 
Chief Ranger in 2016-17. Our reporter writes, ‘Valerie had kept 
in touch since and lived nearby, so she wanted to support the 
venture. She also revealed that she had refused to do a wing 
walk when Blue Peter wanted her to.’

The trickiest bit for Christine was getting up onto the wing 
through the tangle of struts. Once there and strapped in, it 
was up, up and away into the grey for a 10 minute swoop 
around the airfield. Back down safely, Christine declared ‘It 
was a blast! I am very happy to have helped raise money for 
Youth Sport Trust. Every child deserves the chance to play 
sport, it was an important part of my youth and still plays an 
important part now.’ Christine’s daredevil exploits have raised 
over £700 towards the appeal. 

Back on the ground meanwhile, other members supported 
the appeal for Youth Sport Trust by walking the South Downs 
Way National Trail. The South Downs Way covers 100 miles, 
from Winchester in Hampshire to Eastbourne in East Sussex. 
Linda Levett, Past High Chief Ranger, reports: ‘The route 
spans the Hants & Sussex and Southern Home Counties 
Areas so we decided to break it down, with different 
members completing different sections.’ They 
planned to complete the entire route over six 
weeks before High Court - until illness and 
injury intervened. The next edition of 
Miscellany will include an updated 
report on their exploits. Watch 
this space!

Christine Carpenter Bruce Hicks on dry land

Stephen Darlington at the end of the London MarathonHere’s one we made earlier! Christine with Valerie Singleton
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JUST FOR FUN

1: How old is Foresters Friendly Society in 2024?

A: 179 years old 
B: 190 years old
C: 150 years old

2: How many benefit Courts are there?  
(not including honorary or ceremonial Courts)

A: 188
B: 189 
C: 190 

3: Approximately how many members  
are in Foresters?

A: around 62,000 
B: around 60,000
C: around 64,000 

4: How many delegates (including first time 
delegates) attended Northern Conference 2024?

A: 135 (5 new delegates) 
B: 125 (7 new delegates)
C: 125 (8 new delegates)

5: How many members received benefits  
from Foresters’ central funds in 2023?

A: 1,064
B: 1,072
C: 1,085

6: How many people stayed at the Yorkshire 
Foresters Convalescent Home in 2023? 

A: around 175
B: around 100
C: around 205 

7: How many High Chief Rangers  
(terms, not people) have there been to date? 

A: 186 
B: 184
C: 192 

8: Which Court has the most members?

A: Runnymede 2089
B: Faithful Abraham 1549
C: Tunstall 1839

Maddie’s quick quiz
Maddie Riley, a young member of Court 
Knaresborough Old Castle 506, made this quiz at 
Northern Conference 2024. Her mother Kate, the 
Court’s Secretary, kindly forwarded it for publication 
in Miscellany. There are eight multiple choice 
questions – good luck everyone!

Answers on page 39

Wordsearch
Below are 18 Court names (one from each Area list in Miscellany) but 
with a word missing. Can you identify the missing words then find 
them in the grid? They are set horizontally, vertically and diagonally:

BRAVE OLD ____ (3)

CHILDREN OF THE ____ (6)

FARMER’S ____ (9)

FLOWER OF ____ (7)

FRIAR ____ (4)

GIANT’S ____ (8)

GUNNERS’ ____ (7)

INDUSTRY OF ____ (6)

MABERLEY ____ (7)

MAID ____ (6)

MARQUIS OF ____ (4)

PLANET OF ____ (9)

SEMPER ____ (7)

TUBAL ____ (4)

VALE OF ____ (4)

VERULAM ____ (9)

VICTORIA & ____ (7)

WATT ____ (5)

S E Q I T F I D E L I S R

W T U C K P C O B D E N H

O Y R H S V R P W Z N M A

B U T E M I O A Y J G A F

V L D X A C A I N I L R P

O I P C S T G B D V A I L

D Z L E Z E H D H A N A O

E F B L W Q T A A B D N U

L O M S A E R E M S L T G

I R D I V A N H O E L K H

G E N O O C Y R F W A J B

H S C R N S T P X O T I O

T T A K L C A U S E W A Y

Answers to be published in 
the following edition 
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How to play: 
Complete the grid so  
that every row, column  
and 3 x 3 box contains  
the numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU SOLUTION  
TO ISSUE 1644

1 5 4 2 6 9 8 3 7
7 3 6 4 8 1 2 5 9

2 8 9 7 3 5 1 4 6

9 4 1 8 2 7 3 6 5

3 2 5 6 9 4 7 8 1

8 6 7 5 1 3 9 2 4

4 9 2 3 7 6 5 1 8

6 1 8 9 5 2 4 7 3

5 7 3 1 4 8 6 9 2

Sudoku Answers 
in the next 

edition

7 3 8

6 2 7 3

6 9 1 5

5 9 4

1 7 3 5 6

4 6 7

4 8 9 6

5 1 4 9

7 5 3

CROSSWORD 18

Across 

1. Merseyside High 
	 Court venue (9)

8. Informal group (4)

9. Comedian Eric’s bay? (9)

10. Settle (6)

13. PHCRs John and Linda (6)

15. Ancient ___ of Foresters (6)

16. Laughing dog (6)

17. Celestial hunter (5)

18. Fear (5)

21. Calm a situation (6)

22. Soften (6)

25. Brontë hero in Kent? (9)

26. Friend (4)

27. Reminder (9)

Answers to be published  
in the following edition

Down
2. Gassy area (5)

3. Cure (5)

4. Invocation (6)

5. Stone fragments (6)

6. Citrus fruit (9)

7. Great Sphinx’s home (5)

11. Wednesday’s steel city (9)

12. Lots (5)

14. Wear away (5)

16. Roman emperor (7)

19. Extract (6)

20. Bowman (6)

23. Nautical inclines (4)

24. Female relative (5)

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

 8 

9  

 10 11 12 13 14 

15  

 16  17 

18 19  20 

21    22 23  24 

 

 25 

26 

27 

Answers to Crossword 17 (issue 1644)
Across: 1. Webs  3. Causeway  9. Excerpt  10. Ruler  11. Ken 
Strudwick  14. Guacho  16. Cotton  18. Hadrian’s Wall  22. Roads  
23. Planets  24. Pleasure  25. Baby

Down:  1. Wreckage  2. Bacon  4. Artful   5. Sir  6. Wildcat  
 7. York  8. Crutch  12. Woodsman  13. Anglesey  15. Unaware  
17. Hamper  19. Rises  20. Arena  21. Trip 
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LETTERS

Dear Foresters,

Please find attached a thank you photo from Southgate 
School in Huddersfield. Court Forester’s Home 405 
kindly donated £250 towards our epic Hadrian’s Wall 
Expedition, which took place in May. Supported by staff 
and volunteers, ten pupils walked the entire length of 
Hadrian’s Wall, 84 miles from Wallsend to Bowness-on-
Solway, over ten days. 

Southgate School caters for young people aged 4 to 16 
who have a range of learning and physical disabilities. 
Being outdoors gives our youngsters the opportunity 
to discover their potential, interact socially, and learn so 
many valuable new skills. Outdoor education challenges 
disability plus develops self-belief, team work skills and 
an awareness of the world around us. It is an essential 
element of our curriculum. 

We fundraise the cost of all our trips and expeditions so 
we can run and offer them with no cost to our pupils. 
We have big plans for next year including another trip to 
Northumberland, a cycling expedition, Bronze and Silver 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards, and climbing Snowdon.

 Thank you again to Court 405. An online fundraising 
page has been set up if any Foresters members can 
support our Outdoor Programme further: https://www.
crowdfunder.co.uk/p/oudoor-adventures---hadrians-wall 

Ben Walker BSc (Hons)
Outdoor Leader, DofE Award Leader 
Southgate School 

Dear fellow Foresters, 

As we were walking along Hadrian’s Wall in April for the 
High Chief Ranger’s appeal [see the article in the centre 
pages of this edition – Ed.] we naturally passed the spot 
known as Sycamore Gap - now without its famous 
tree, alas. The Northumberland National Park Authority 
have asked the public for ideas for the future of the 
site. I replied to them as follows from the Membership 
Committee on behalf of the Society, suggesting that 
Foresters might be able to help in their plans.

Ideas for the Sycamore Gap:

•	Commission local artists to design and a local 
blacksmith to make an ornamental railing for the stump 
(whether regenerating or not)

•	Using indigenous species, create a local planting to 
commemorate the tree

•	Seek funding partners for whatever solution is decided 
upon. Our own organisation, the Ancient Order of 
Foresters, is interested in being involved in funding a 
legacy project. 

Our communication has been acknowledged and we 
await to see what proposals emerge. I trust members will 
welcome our initiative.

Yours fraternally,

Glyn Carpenter, 
Past High Chief Ranger,  
on behalf of the Membership Committee



Inside each edition you can read about the great 
social events we offer and the fundraising work 
we do for charities, all while having fun. You can 
subscribe to Miscellany as a benefit of belonging  
to Foresters Friendly Society. 

How would you like  
to receive Miscellany?

Print subscription	

Online subscription

Please enter your details below using capital letters and return to:  

Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Title:

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Post code: 

Contact number:

Email address:

Court name/number:

Thank you!
Terms and conditions: Free Prize Draw. You must be  
a Foresters member aged 16 or over. Employees or 
agencies of Foresters Friendly Society or their immediate 
family members, or anyone else connected with the Prize 
Draw, may subscribe to Miscellany but may not enter  
the free Prize Draw. The winner will be chosen at random 
and informed after the Draw closes. The editor’s decision 
is final. For full Terms and Conditions visit  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

You can subscribe and read editions online at  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany
Alternatively, you can complete and return the form below. 
(Photocopied and scanned forms will be accepted if you don’t 
want to cut up your magazine). You can also subscribe by 
contacting your Court Secretary.
When you subscribe you will be automatically entered into our 
FREE PRIZE DRAW for £250. The Prize Draw is open for 2024-25  
- subscribe now so you don’t miss out! 

Issue 1645 

About you, for you, your community of friends

meet our new HCR / Foresters fundraising special / 2024 Conferences

Win
£250

Member subscriptions
Miscellany is your membership magazine - 
for you, about you, your community of 
friends. If you would like to receive future 
editions, please let us know.
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Join us on Facebook

Did you know that Miscellany has its own Facebook group? 
All Foresters are welcome to join it. Just like the magazine, 
the group is about Foresters, for Foresters and by Foresters. 

Join the group today to:

l	 keep up to date with the latest goings on across our network of Courts

l	 share news and photos from your Court with other Foresters

l	 access online copies of Miscellany magazine 

l	 enjoy a first glimpse of forthcoming Miscellany articles 

The Foresters Miscellany group has been set up as ‘Private’. This means there is no advertising 
and no spam. Furthermore, nobody else on Facebook can see who’s in the group and what is 
posted there.

To join the Miscellany group, you will need to have a Facebook account. 
Then follow these simple steps:

1.	 Search for ‘Foresters Miscellany’ on Facebook or type in the following URL: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540397172820498/

2. Click the blue ‘Join Group’ button. 

3. Answer the two simple questions that appear onscreen and click ‘Submit’

(The questions help the group administrators to confirm that you are a Foresters member. 
Only the administrators of the group will see your answers.) 

The group administrator will then review your answers and add you into the group. 
It’s as simple as that!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Editor at: 
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk


