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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE

Make the most of
your membership!

As a Forester, you can connect with our friendly community and enjoy a
range of member benefits, all for just £25 per year. Here’s a reminder of
what your Foresters membership includes:

As a member, you can join in fun events arranged by your local
Court (branch). From afternoon teas and theatre trips to darts
tournaments and much more, there’s always plenty going on.
If you’re looking to make new friends, then you’re in the right
place. Plus, events are often at a special price, as a thank you
for being a member.’

As a member you can apply for discretionary grants to help you
if you ever need financial support - and you don’t have to pay it
back.2 There are different types of discretionary grants available

depending on your needs, so if you’re unsure of what you can
apply for, speak to your Court Secretary to find out more.

At a time when the healthcare system is under increasing strain,
Foresters Care is here to provide vital support for you. Foresters
Care is a dedicated telephone service offered to our members.
Provided by RedArc, this service connects you with a friendly,
registered nurse who offers practical advice and emotional
support tailored to your needs. The best part? Foresters Care is
included automatically as part of your Foresters membership.

There are lots of other benefits to being a member. To discover more, visit our website

www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/membership
or scan the QR code below with your smartphone.

Miscellany QR code - Membership Benefits

To use the QR code:

+ Open the camera on your phone.

+ Point the camera at the QR code, ensuring it is centered on the screen.

+ Wait a moment - your phone will recognise the code and show a web link

» Tap the link to view the content

If your camera doesn’t recognise the QR code:

« Try moving your phone closer or further away.
+ Make sure you have good lighting.

+ Alternatively, download a QR code scanner app from the
App Store (iPhone) or Google Play Store (Android).

' Some events may not be offered at a subsidised price.

Terms and conditions apply. Financial grants are discretionary and depend on your individual circumstances. The membership benefits we provide aren’t

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority or the Prudential Regulation Authority and are regularly reviewed by us to ensure they are relevant to our members.

Qualifying periods apply.
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Weleonre to Miscellany

‘Wﬁj—@/; WATex evex 5 Wl/b@fe/, nor Mﬂ AYOP o OlfiVLk’ - Samuel Taylor Coleridge

i

ello and welcome to Miscellany. First published in
March 1836, Miscellany is thought to be Britain’s
longest-running membership magazine. In March
2025 it's a great pleasure to introduce this latest
edition. The centrepiece is a special article on High Court,

the Society’s AGM, and changes that have happened
within Foresters since. We meet our new Chief Executive
and Board of Directors. There are also varied reports
from members up and down the land. Look out for three

weddings, two skydivers, and the fastest piggy in the east!

Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, returns with an
update on her term so far. We also hear from
her chosen charity, the Rivers Trust, and some
of the nature-based methods they use to help
our rivers. Late 2024 and early 2025 saw
flooding throughout the UK after several rivers
burst their banks. Our High Chief Ranger was
among those affected. Meanwhile in your
Editor’'s home, water ran out. A fault with a
local ring main emptied the taps. We couldn’t
cook, clean, wash, and as for young children
using a non-flushing toilet...

All these events brought into focus just how
much we rely upon water - and how often
we take supplies of it for granted. The words
at the top of this page are from Coleridge’s
famous poem ‘The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner’. They occurred to me regularly when
watching the news - and while working on
this edition of Miscellany. At times, putting it
together felt like fording a stream or plugging
a leaky boat. When all seemed ship shape,
something sprang up.

| apologise sincerely for the delays that
have impacted this edition. | hope that the
pages within are informative, interesting,
and enjoyable. In short, worth the wait. |
would also like to thank all fellow Foresters,
for your patience and ongoing support.
Miscellany is about Foresters, for Foresters,
and by Foresters. It belongs to us all - and
all contributions are most welcome. Please
continue to submit articles, comments, and
suggestions.

| wish members everywhere a happy and
healthy rest of 2025. May we navigate
together through cooler and calmer waters.

Yours fraternally,

Rory Walsh, Editor

To receive Miscellany by subscription, please visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany
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Thank youw exeryone for yowr condibudions to Miscellany,

The deadline for submissions for the next issue is 30 June 2025.
Please note that for better reproduction photographs need to be a high resolution,
ideally 300dpi. If you do not want your photograph published please inform me

by email at the address below. The editor reserves the right to edit and condense
contributions or publish articles at a later date.

editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk K] Foresters - Miscellany
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

An update from
Jo Andrew, our
High Chief Ranger

Dear fellow Foresters,

My first months as High Chief Ranger have been absolutely brilliant. | have been
welcomed by Courts up and down the country and met lots of wonderful members.

My first official engagement was on 12 July, a meal in Devon with Court Semper Fidelis
4938. | was a little nervous beforehand but those nerves disappeared as soon as |
walked in. | was made to feel so welcome - and that theme has carried on through all the
different visits.

It has been busy, my diary has been full of varied Foresters appointments. In July | was
invited to two boat trips, with Court Industry of Cobden 1752 in Essex and with the
Wales and Borders Area. In August | was invited to a theatre trip with Court Runnymede
2089 and then a play at the Kiln Theatre, the meeting venue of Court Abbey Foresters
1940. There was also a picnic with Court Planet of Streatham 3408 and a magic show
with Court Nelson’s Pride 2338.

After the Court Secretaries Conference in September, | was kindly invited to both the
Northern Home Counties and North Western Area lunches. In October, | attended the
Wales and Borders Area Meeting and a gin distillery visit with Court Manchester’s Honour
No.1. At the end of the month Gail Lancaster, High Sub-Chief Ranger, joined me at
Reading Pride and a theatre trip to see Dracula. We dressed up for both occasions!

October was also when my daughter, Brooklyn Andrew, completed her charity skydive.
Watching it was fantastic but as a Mammy it was also scary... In November, we held an
online quiz to raise money for my chosen charity, The Rivers Trust. It was such a giggle.
Thank you to everyone who joined in. One thing we excel at as a Society is our support
for charities. Thank you all for your wonderful support of my charity appeal for The Rivers
Trust. | have been blown away by your generosity so far.

On Remembrance Sunday, | was honoured to attend the wreath laying service in
Guernsey with Court Pride of Sarnia 8143. The Guernsey Weekend was fantastic, with
everything planned to perfection.

There are already more dates in the diary for the rest of 2025. | can’t wait to carry on
visiting more Courts over the coming months and meet more of our fabulous members
on my journey as High Chief Ranger.

| wish Foresters everywhere a happy and healthy 2025.

Yours fraternally,

Jo

Jo Andrew,
High Chief Ranger
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Diving duo

The previous edition of Miscellany reported that Brooklyn
Andrew, Court Development Officer and Membership
Committee member, and her partner Stephen were preparing
for a sponsored skydive to raise money for the High Chief
Ranger’s charity appeal. Brooklyn and Stephen were set to
complete the dive in August, until bad weather intervened and
it had to be postponed. On Saturday 26 October, a morning of
clear blue sky meant the rescheduled event could go ahead.

Just before 10am, Brooklyn and Stephen boarded a plane at
Black Knights Skydiving Centre in Cockerham, Lancashire.
Each of them was safely harnessed to an instructor, to
complete what is known as a ‘tandem dive’. When the
aeroplane reached an altitude of 15,000 feet (about 3 miles up
in the air), Brooklyn and then Stephen levered their way out of
the door and began to freefall. During the descent they hurtled
towards the ground at up to 120mph, before their dive partners
opened the parachutes.

HIGH CHIEF RANGER

‘It was epic.
When the
parachute
opened,
you could
look around

and see...
everywhere’,

Both Brooklyn and Stephen landed safely. Feet back on terra
firma, Brooklyn was asked how it felt to complete the dive.

‘It was incredible, | absolutely loved it. My favourite thing was
the view - | just felt so... free.” Stephen added, ‘It was epic.
When the parachute opened, you could look around and
see... everywhere’. Brooklyn and Stephen thank everyone
who supported them. As of March 2025, their skydive had
raised over £6,300. [Ed’s note — well done both, fantastic
achievement. There is still time to make a donation, by bank
transfer to the High Chief Rangers Appeal CIF Account or via
Brooklyn’s page on the JustGiving website: www.justgiving.
com/page/brooklyn-andrew-skydive-rivers.

Foresters Password 2025
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The High Chief Ranger sets the annual Society Password. The key to the code is on the Court intranet and can be obtained

from your Court Secretary.

hug SWe o~dn
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NATIONAL CHARITY

Nature-based Solutions

An update from the High Chief Ranger’s charity for 2024-25 - The Rivers Trust

The Rivers Trust is the umbrella organisation for the Rivers Trust movement, with 65 member Trusts
across Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland. Our movement has decades of experience in getting
boots on the ground - or wellies in the water - to bring us closer to our goal of wild, healthy, natural
rivers valued by all. Our staff and volunteers are in their natural habitat when working outdoors,
improving the health of rivers and their catchments. Much of that work focuses on what we call

Nature-based Solutions (NbS).

Nature-based Solutions are methods of working directly

with nature. The aim in our case is to protect, restore and
enhance water environments. The Rivers Trust has a wealth
of experience in tree planting, creating wetland and installing
‘leaky dams’. Delivering interventions such as these helps
to restore or mimic the natural flow of water through a
landscape. There is growing evidence that the use of NbS
can positively impact river health, with further benefits for
people and nature. The following are just a few examples.

Natural Flow Management (NFM) has the primary purpose
of alleviating flood risk. NFM also holds water in a landscape
longer, allowing it to soak into the ground. This alleviates
drought impacts in periods of dry weather as well. Activities
may include creating wetlands, ponds and scrapes, or
creating of ‘leaky dams’, where logs are strategically placed
to mimic naturally fallen trees and slow the water flow. These
nature-based interventions also create new habitats for
birds, fish and other wildlife.

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) are usually found in
urban areas. They focus on replacing impermeable surfaces
- ones that cannot absorb water - with permeable ones.
Examples include permeable pavements and car parks,
water butts for harvesting rainwater, rain gardens, or even
green roofs. SuDS decrease the chance of flash flooding by
slowing water down, as well as improving water quality and
greatly benefiting wildlife. They also provide access to green
and blue spaces which are so good for mental and physical
health.
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Wetland creation can work wonders for natural ecosystems.
40% of all species rely on freshwater wetlands. They are
hugely beneficial to people too. Wetlands can be designed
to capture and remove pollutants from sewage discharges,
agricultural run-off and run-off from roads. They also hold
extra water during heavy rainfall. Wetlands hold more
carbon per unit than any other natural system, reducing

the concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and
working to combat climate change.

Sustainable land management practices - such as
maintaining ground cover, leaving rough field margins,

and tree planting - go hand-in-hand with improving water
quality. A tree’s roots bind soil together to limit erosion,
bank collapse and the release of sediment into rivers. Trees
also absorb water and intercept heavy rainfall. As trees
photosynthesise, they lock up carbon, making them yet
another tool for tackling climate change.

Rapid population growth, urbanisation, industrialisation and
intensive farming all affect water environments. Over time,
people have straightened, dammed, deepened, reinforced,
diverted, embanked and culverted rivers. All these changes
shatter our rivers’ resilience to the pressures of nature
degradation and climate change. Despite this, by using NbS
to complement more traditional engineering approaches, we
are confident that our vision of wild, healthy, natural rivers

is achievable. Two case studies in particular highlight the
impact that NbS can have on improving river environments
and the wider community:



Wye & Usk Foundation volunteers at work

The Wye & Usk Foundation

The River Wye has hit the headlines in recent years due

to common agricultural nutrients, such as phosphorous,
entering and affecting the river’s catchment. Road run-off,
soil erosion and poorly managed farm wastes all contribute
to nutrient pollution such as algal blooms. Algae reduces
the levels of oxygen within watercourses. This in in turn

harms aquatic wildlife. The Wye & Usk Foundation has been

mitigating the effects of agricultural pollution by developing
attenuation ponds. These ponds intercept drainage water,

allowing plants and sunlight to trap nutrients and sediment
naturally, before they can reach the river.

The River Waveney Trust

Unfortunately, 2020 brought flooding to the village of
Gissing in north Norfolk. As a result, members of the public
approached the River Waveney Trust about reconnecting a
local stream to its historic floodplain. Working with partners,
the Trust team lowered the stream’s banks in strategic

places. They also installed leaky dams and shallow scrapes
to store water in Gissing and the surrounding area upstream

of the village. As well as protecting properties from flooding,
these measures will store and release water back into the
environment slowly, mitigating the impacts of prolonged dry
spells or drought in one of England’s most water-stressed
areas.

Contact us...

NATIONAL CHARITY

A leaky dam on the River Waveney

These seemingly small-scale activities play a pivotal role

in restoring and protecting rivers. Together they can make

a big difference. Nature-based Solutions are at the heart

of our movement’s work and philosophy, which is why The
Rivers Trust puts so much emphasis on them. Vitally, our
work on NbS now extends beyond delivery alone. We also
advocate for an urgent acceleration of these interventions,
with the aim that one day they will be a mainstream aspect in
planning and infrastructure for both people and nature.

Positive River News

Aire Rivers Trust and partners
have led an £80,000 project at
Chellow Dene Wetlands near
Bradford which has improved
flood resilience and enhanced
wildlife habitats. By adding
meanders to the beck, bypassing
a weir, and installing a leaky
dam to slow the flow of heavy
rainfall, the project has increased
the wetland’s capacity by
approximately 180 cubic metres.

Email: info@theriverstrust.org
Website: www.theriverstrust.org
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MEMBER PORTRAIT

Get to know some of the members
who support our Society

Name: Ernest Napier

Court: Foresters’ Pride 9389
Area: East Anglia North

Lives: Boston, Lincolnshire

Hobbies: following Boston United, astronomy

k. ks

member of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389. Ernest

(known as Ernie to family and friends) attends all
the Court’s meetings and regularly enjoys the varied
calendar of social events. A Trustee ‘for many years’,
he is a Court committee member and served as Chief
Ranger for six years before stepping down at the 2024
AGM. According to records, Ernie joined the Court in
1977 at the age of 36, though he recalls his connection
with Foresters goes back further.

Born and raised in Boston, Bro. Ernest Napier is a

‘My father didn’t belong to a Court, but he took out a policy
for me. | learned about Foresters as | grew up, and looked
forward to chatting with Reg Sharp, the local Court Secretary,
during his regular visits. He was only about five foot tall and
cycled around the area collecting members’ premiums and
selling policies. Reg and his wife were Foresters through and
through. | know it was his example that stayed with me until |
had more time to become fully involved.’

Just before Ernie started at the local Grammar School, his
father died. ‘My mother had nervous problems, and members
of the local Liberal Party (my father had been a member)
helped to look after us.” Every afternoon after school,

We live in & changing world, but Twe
swre, whatever happens, Foresters will
remain a veally friendly society,
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Ernie did bicycle deliveries for two local grocers and on
Saturdays he ran errands for a newsagent. ‘That’s how |
knew that WH Smith wanted an assistant in their wholesale
department, meeting the ‘milk train’ at 3.30am to distribute
newspapers. | stayed there - apart from two years as an
ambulance driver - until 1969.’

When the Boston depot was set to close, Ernie applied for
teacher training at Stoke Rochford. ‘By then, | had married
my wife, Pauline. We had two children, Paul and Maria.’ In
1972, Ernie joined the staff at Gleed Secondary Boys School
in Spalding. He took early retirement in 2000 but remains the
Treasurer of a local preschool. Besides being a member of
many charities and clubs within Boston, Ernie is a presenter
on Pilgrim Hospital Radio. Ernie also got involved with local
politics. ‘I became a Liberal councillor in 1979. The highlight
was my year as mayor of this historic Borough in 1991-92.’
Ernie stood down from the council in 2007, soon after
Pauline died.

‘Now | had more time for Foresters, | began attending Court
meetings. | was a member of the Society’s Arbitration panel
and have attended several High Courts. | think as many
members as possible should attend High Court in person at
least once. | know it certainly helped me understand what
being a Forester means. | hope that my three grandchildren,
who are all fraternal members, will carry on in my footsteps.
We live in a changing world, but I'm sure, whatever happens,
Foresters will remain a really friendly society.’



MEMBER MOMENTS

CENTRAL

Black Country life

On Monday 3 June, 25 Foresters representing

three Courts travelled towards Dudley to The Black Country Living Museum.
Court Moorlands 9475 reports: ‘This award-winning open-air museum tells the
story of one of the first industrial landscapes in Britain. Set across 26 acres are
carefully reconstructed houses, shops, two pubs, a coal mine and many more,
all sourced from the Black Country. There is even a small cinema which shows
black and white silent movies. In the buildings historically dressed guides show
what it was like to live and work in the area. The Museum is well worth a visit.’

Susan Cockhill, Area

Secretary, reports from

a successful Sunday

lunch on 28 July 2024

‘40 members enjoyed the

meal at The Barns Hotel,

situated on the edge of the Cannock Chase AONB. The food was excellent
and served by a team of kind and attentive staff. This social event was the first
one organised by the re-formed Central Area committee following the sudden
death of Area Secretary Steve Wrigley. The future of Foresters depends very
much on encouraging young people to join our Society and we were delighted
that five children attended. The first photo shows Henry and Jaxon enjoying
their meals while the second shows Lucas with a huge Yorkshire pudding!’

Homeless help

Long-time readers may recall that Court

Moorlands 9475 have helped local charity the

Macari Foundation [see ‘Foundation support’,

Miscellany 1642, p13 — Ed.]. The Foundation

was set up in 2016 by former Stoke City and

Manchester United footballer Lou Macari to provide safe shelter for homeless
people in the Stoke area. On 13 December, Court 9475 reported: ‘We visited the
Foundation to present them with a cheque for £250, raised from raffles held at
our Court meetings. Lesley, the Centre Manager, gave us a tour of the facilities
and later we were joined by Mr Macari.” Presenting the cheque to him are Bob
Hall, Court Secretary, and his wife Jennifer.

CENTRAL

Area Secretary
Susan Cockhill

Court Garibaldi 3533
Jan 01922 620 650

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Lord Stanhope 2804
Brenda 01889 800 751

Court Moorlands 9475
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Pride Of Norton 5249
Susan 01922 512 391

Court Royal Rangers 1670
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Three Brothers 4482
Alison 07740 585 070

Court Watt Villa 2455
Sam 0121 476 1726

Social safari

Early July saw members from
Courts Garibaldi 3533 and Pride of
Norton 5249 visit some wildlife: ‘We
enjoyed a sunny day out at Dudley
Castle and Zoo last week.’ [Super
picture and good to see Foresters of
all ages at events - Ed.]
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MEMBER MOMENTS

CENTRAL

Barley and Wyrley
Alison Carnell, Secretary of Court Three Brothers it was the turn of Courts Garibaldi 3533 and Pride of
4482, reports from an autumnal event on 16 October: Norton 5249. Our reporter writes: ‘A few members and

‘Seventeen members and friends enjoyed a hearty lunch their families enjoyed Sunday lunch at Olde Wyrley Hall
at The Barley Mow, in Milford. A lovely social occasion on near Walsall.’
a very warm and wet October day.” The following month,

DEVON AND CORNWALL

DEVON AND
CORNWALL

Area Secretary
Gary Webber

Court Goodwill 5077
Gary 01326 315 055

Court Pendennis 3754
Gary 01326 315 055

Court Pride of the Plym 4087
Gavin 01752 513 714

Court Semper Fidelis 4938
Margaret 01752 215 685

Members of Court Pendennis 3754 made the most of some sunny weather on
16 July to visit the Japanese Garden at St Mawgan near Newquay. The Court
reports: ‘We experienced the delights of an authentic Oriental garden laid out
over an acre of Cornish countryside. We enjoyed the water features, the Zen
Garden, Bamboo Grove and Maple Mountain. During our visit Gary Webber,
Court Secretary, shared his knowledge of plants and horticulture. Afterwards
we walked around the picturesque village and had lunch in a local eatery.’
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MEMBER MOMENTS

DEVON AND CORNWALL

Forty at Falmouth

Court Pendennis 3754 hosted a lunch at Falmouth’s Royal Duchy Hotel on 4 November. The Court reports: ‘The 40
attendees included Stuart Hampe, Area Chief Ranger, Jenny Furzeland, Immediate Past Area Chief Ranger, plus some
special Foresters guests from Sussex. We all hugely enjoyed the delicious three course meal. Grateful thanks were
extended to Gary Webber, Area Secretary, who had organised the event.’

A quizzical event

The Devon and Cornwall Area Quiz took place on 5
October at Trethorne Leisure Park near Launceston. Our
reporter writes: “Teams from Courts Semper Fidelis 4938,
Pride of the Plym 4087, Goodwill 5077 and Pendennis
3754 all took part, resulting in a challenging and highly
competitive event. Much hilarity arose from some of the
wide-ranging questions - and even more from many of the
answers! A raffle raised £70 for the Devon Air Ambulance
then a sumptuous buffet and friendly chat brought a most
enjoyable afternoon to a close.’

Lovely lavender

On 8 June members of Court Pendennis 3754 visited
the Cornish Lavender farm at Carnbargus in Perracombe
Valley. The Court reports: ‘Following a tour of the
lavender fields and the Faerie Trail, we enjoyed pots of
tea and lavender shortbread in the little cabins which
surround the field. We really enjoyed getting together to
visit this beautiful spot. The scent of the lavender, the
views of the countryside, together with the friendly chat
all combined to make this a lovely occasion.’

FORESTERS MISCELLANY 11



MEMBER MOMENTS

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

Birthday boating

EAST LONDON L
AND ESSEX Court Industry of Cobden 1752 marked
its 180th anniversary last year. As part of
Area Secretary the celebrations, in July members enjoyed
Janet Pooley a cruise along the River Lee, starting
Court Bagster Phillips 2631 from Broxbourne in Hertfordshire. Sandra
Andrew 01277 222 028 Scotting, Court Secretary, reports: ‘We
Court Belmont Castle 5564 hired The Lady of Lee Valley boat to
Janet 01277 222 028 accommodate 50 of our members and
Court Charterhouse 5671 family, including Jo Andrew, High Chief
Cheryl 01279 437 230 Ranger and Court Trustee, who joined
Court Duke Of Argyle 2630 us just two weeks after her installation at
Cheryl 01279 437 230 High Court. The event tied-in perfectly
Court Good Intent 4629 with her charity appeal for The Rivers
et 2y y 222 02 Trust. It was fascinating to see so
Court Industry Of Cobden 1752 many canoeists, paddle boarders and

Sandra 01474 702 513

Court Merry Foresters 2020
Janet 01277 222 028

Court Princess Alexandra 4163
Janet 01277 222 028

Court St. Augustine 6501
Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Unity 3049
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Wellington 3538
Janet 01708 478 980

fishermen, plus many beautiful riverside

houses, boats and gardens. A raffle raised

£175 for Jo’s charity and a delicious afternoon tea exceeded expectations, as did
the enjoyment of a relaxing river cruise on a lovely sunny day.’

Another anniversary

Members and guests of Court
Charterhouse 5671 enjoyed lunch
at the Magic Mushroom restaurant
in Billericay. Cheryl Eagleson, Past Landmark lunch
High Chief Ranger and the Court’s
Secretary, reports: ‘It was held on A |
15 September, the exact date of

the Court’s Dispensation in 1872.

Andrew Pooley, Past High Chief

Ranger and Court Chief Ranger,

proposed a toast to the Court, the

Area, and the Society. The photo

shows Lee Scotting, Court Trustee,
presenting Andrew with a cheque,

which will be donated to the

Foresters Homes at Bexleyheath.’

On 2 November, Court Industry of Cobden 1752 held their 180th Anniversary
Lunch at the IRDSA Hall in Barkingside. Sandra Scotting, Court Secretary, reports:
‘Special guests were Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger and Court Trustee, Gall
Lancaster, High Sub-Chief Ranger and Janet Clements, Past High Chief Ranger
(also one of our Trustees). A wonderful caterer provided a delicious three course
meal. John Pressnell, our Chief Ranger, presented the High Chief Ranger with a
cheque for her charity appeal for The Rivers Trust. Members enjoyed the excellent
food, special gifts to mark the occasion and a potted history of the Court. A raffle
raised funds for The Rivers Trust and our Chief Ranger’s charity, RNID.’
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MEMBER MOMENTS

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

Cheers to 170 years

Court Duke of Argyle 2630 also had a birthday year in 2024. Cheryl Eagleson, Past High

Chief Ranger and the Court’s Secretary, reports: ‘While celebrating 170 years, the Court held
their annual summer lunch on 7 August. Fifty guests enjoyed the meal at the Hunter's Meet
restaurant, Hatfield Heath. A raffle raised a generous sum for our Chief Ranger’s charity,
Addenbrooks Hospital. A young guest, Maya, presented Val Stocks, Court Chief Ranger,

with flowers.” The Court’s 170th anniversary celebrations continued throughout the year. On

24 November, 95 guests returned to the Hunter’s Meet: ‘In addition to family groups of muilti
generation members, we were pleased to host members from other Courts in the Area. To mark
the Court’s 170th, all guests were presented with a commemorative china mug. Our thanks to
Laura Allcock, Court Communications Officer, for the artwork and arranging production.’

EAST ANGLIA SOUTH

EAST ANGLIA
SOUTH

Area Secretary
Bruce Hicks

Court Brave Old Oak 3658
Beatrix 07885 909 869

Court Indian Chief 6203
Corinne 01245 328 825

Court Lifeboat 4390
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Pride Of Essex 4174
Joan 01621 741 453

Court Pride Of Walton 2678
Judith 01206 298 658

Court Prince Arthur 5432

Steamed fish and chips Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Princess Royal 2948
Joyce 01473 658 009

Ashley Stammers, Secretary of Court Prince Arthur 5432 reports from a Court Rangers Home 2094

steam powered social event: ‘On Saturday 3 August, 16 members boarded Ashley 01206 211 391

the ‘Epping Fryer’ for an evening of steam travel on the Epping-Ongar railway Court Sailors Home 5105

- complete with fish and chips on board.’ [Looks like a great outing. I'm trying Ashley 01206 211 391

very hard to resist some kind of Frying Scotsman pun... — Ed.] Court Victory 3621

Bruce 01205 352 925
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MEMBER MOMENTS

River refreshment

Pictured are members of Court
Princess Royal 2948 joining in
with an Area outing on Sunday
18 August. The Court reports:
70 Foresters from the Courts in
East Anglia South Area enjoyed
a cruise in lovely sunshine on
the River Orwell. A delicious
buffet lunch was provided, with
a glass or two to refresh us.’

A win for United

On 12 October, Court Rangers
Home 2094 held a quiz night

at Bannatynes Health Club

and Spa in Colchester. Ashley
Stammers, Court Secretary,
reports: ‘33 members enjoyed a
fish and chip supper followed by
the quiz - and of course a raffle,
which raised £105 for the High
Chief Ranger’s appeal for The
Rivers Trust. Congratulations

to the winning team [pictured],
Beer United!”
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EAST ANGLIA SOUTH

Homes away

Court Rangers Home 2094 held a

mid-morning brunch on Sunday 21

July. Our reporter writes: ‘20 members

spread round the cafe at Kersey Mill, near Ipswich.’ Later in the summer
Court Sailors Home 5105 met for a meal: ‘A total of 28 members enjoyed
Sunday Lunch at the Peldon Rose Inn on 1 September’.

Old Oak wreaths

Court Brave Old Oak 3658 got
into the festive season with
Christmassy crafts. Beatrix
Wrinch, Court Secretary, reports:
‘At the end of November we
hosted a wreath making evening in
Mendlesham village hall. The event
was open to members and non-
members. A fantastic bunch of
ladies attended who created some
beautiful wreaths, all different from
one another. A very successful
and enjoyable evening was had

by all.” Beatrix and Court member
Jenny Mayes are both pictured
holding their wreaths.



MEMBER MOMENTS

WESSEX

Area Secretary

Bobbie Smith

Court Amity 4668

Jill 01963 220 790
o Court Anchor Of Hope 6209

Bristol battle Bert Tony 07967 190 096

Court City Of Bristol 1119
Storm Bert was in full flow when Court City of Bristol 1119 held their Karen 01384 626 561
Christmas meal on Sunday 24 November. The Court writes: ‘We don’t Court Concord 2240
let the wind and rain ruin our fun. This afternoon 41 members and their Bobbie 01489 781 060
families battled against the weather to attend and enjoy a delicious Court Hampreston 5752
three course meal at the Kendleshire Golf Club. The raffle raised £120 Jennifer 01202 428 183
for the High Chief Ranger’s charity, The Rivers Trust, and the event was Court Henbury 5779
enjoyed by all. Thank you.’ Tony 07967 190 096

Court Island Foresters 1821
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Loyal Brethren 2290
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Lush & Alexandra 5916
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Merdon 2201
Morag 07572 873 637

Court Palace 6158
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Perseverance 3917 (Jersey)
Richard 01534 880 977

Court Pride Of Hampshire 1734
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Pride Of Sarnia 8143
(Guernsey)

Holly 01481 728 864

Court Progress 3038
Colin 01305 852 516

Court Prospect 6575
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Sarum & Pembroke 3260

Sarnia service Janet 01722 742 400
Court Sir George Hewitt 5069
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court St. Andrew 7170
Glyn 01373 462 963

As she mentions in her article at the front of this edition, Jo Andrew, High
Chief Ranger, attended the Guernsey Weekend. Our High Chief Ranger
wrote on 10 November: ‘We have had a fantastic weekend with Court

Pride of Sarnia 8143, meeting the Board, Court committee and some f;‘;':j::n;‘;:fggo 195

of the wonderful members. We cannot thank the Court enough for their

warm friendly welcome and look forward to returning in future. Today | Court Vale Of Avon 5217

had the honour of laying the wreath at the Remembrance service with Jane 01425 839 665

Roy Le Poidevin, Chief Ranger, on behalf of the Society.’ Court Yeovil’s Pride 3024
Rebecca 01935 478 598
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MEMBER MOMENTS

EAST ANGLIA
NORTH

Area Secretary
Kevin Ayres

Court Excelsior 5956
Alison 01223 811 285

Court Eye Of Providence 1112
Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Foresters’ Future 3443
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Foresters’ Home 2746
John 01603 411 273

Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
Helen 01205 352 925

Court Guardian Angel 2523
Pemblah 01493 440 650

Court Gunners’ Delight 1107
Sandra 01733 263 128

Court Motteux 1465
Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Perseverance 4892
John 01603 411 273

Court Poor Man’s Friend 4098
Ros 01353 720 638

Court Pride Of Newborough 9399
Sandra 01733 263 128

Court Prospect ‘B’ 9737
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Robin Hood 1302
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Unity 4893
Ros 01353 720 638

Good wreath!

Court Guardian Angel 2523 got into

Christmas with a wreath making
class on 30 November. The Court

reports: ‘We had 22 attendees and

everyone did a really good job.

Tuition was followed by a light lunch

and some mulled wine.’
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EAST ANGLIA NORTH

Piggy races

On 15 September, Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 entered the Lincoln Krazy
Races. The event saw a variety of homemade vehicles speed down
Flaxengate Hill, powered purely by gravity. The Krazy Races typically feature
20 to 40 teams and attract thousands of spectators. The winning team
completes the course quickest, plus extra points are awarded for clever
soapbox designs. Court 9389’s soapbox was inspired by the Society’s
promotional piggy banks. The team comprised Court members Matt Lenton
(the driver), Charlotte Lenton (Assistant Secretary), Helen Hicks (Court
Secretary) and Matt’s father, John. With help from Matt’s mother, Mandy
Lenton, they built and decorated the soapbox from scratch. Starting in July, it
took just over two months, including many evenings and weekends.

Charlotte takes up the story of the big day: ‘We borrowed a van from Matt’s
work to transport the soapbox to Lincoln. We wore tracksuits printed with
money and filled our pit area with Foresters leaflets and merchandise. Our
outfits and the soapbox represented Foresters savings and investments, plus
the financial assistance we give to our members. Three more Court members
- Bruce Hicks, Liz and Trevor Fenton (and their dog!) — helped to give out
leaflets and we all chatted to lots of people about the benefits of the Society.’

‘We were pretty consistent going down the course. Our fastest time was
15.2 seconds and the slowest 15.8. This meant we were one of the top ten
teams and qualified for the fourth and final race of the day. Unfortunately, we
didn’t make it to the podium but we came away with our heads held high.
We were the fastest animal themed soapbox in Lincoln and surely the fastest
piggy bank in the county! The soapbox is currently in storage but we hope to
register it for another event in the near future.” [Well done all, great publicity
for the Society and it looks like the day was great fun too — Ed.]



MEMBER MOMENTS

EAST ANGLIA NORTH

That’s the spirit - part 2

|
A month before
Halloween, Court
Foresters’ Pride 9389
had a spooky evening
stroll around Lincoln.
Charlotte Lenton,
Assistant Secretary,

That’s the spirit - part 1 reports: ‘On Saturday
28 September thirteen
| of our members

On a sunny summer day, Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
invited members to a refreshing social event. Our food
and drink reporter writes: ‘Saturday 10 August was a
very tipsy afternoon for members attending a cocktail
masterclass at George’s Bar in Boston. The group made
a Tequila Sunrise, Long Island Iced Tea, Passionfruit
Martini, and a Jammy Donut shot followed by a Fanta
Fruit Punch cocktail.’

enjoyed the Lincoln

Ghost Walk. We learnt about the gruesome demise

of a local highwayman, how a stolen severed head
rolled downhill from Lincoln Cathedral, plus a story of
a ghost appearing in the rear-view mirror of someone’s
carl A very spooky evening. | wonder how many of our
members slept with one eye open that night!’

EAST MIDLANDS

Park and rides
On 17 August, Court EAST MIDLANDS
Benevolence 2568 treated
its youngest members to Court Albert 2926
free entrance wristbands at Jeremy 07801 231 678
Wicksteed Park amusement Court Benevolence 2568
park in Kettering. ‘All families Marianne 07456 949 722
that attended had a wonderful Court Flower of England 2769
time and the sun kept shining Brian 07973 966 476
all day!’ Court Friend in Need 4820

John 01332 671 727

Court Good Samaritan 1834
Angela 01283 585 697

Court New Zealand 7159
Christine 01332 700 317

Court Old Oak Branch 3207
Helen 07919 883 156

Court Benevolence 2568 took

to the water last summer with

Princess River Cruises. The

Court reported on 23 June:

‘24 members enjoyed a lovely

and relaxing cruise along the

River Trent in Nottingham. We enjoyed a delicious Sunday lunch finished with a
chocolate gateau! Amazing weather, stunning views and great company.’
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NORTH LONDON

NORTH
LONDON

Court Abbey Foresters 1940
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Amity 6105
Brian 01255 850 401

Court Edmonton’s Pride 1351
Ann 07956 300 202

Court Old Oak 1620 Wedding bells (part 1)

Janet 01277 222 028
Court Peaceful Valley 1753

Andrew 01227 222 028 Court Pride of Islington 2939 were delighted to hear that members Andrew
Court Pride of Islington 2939 Millward and Francesca Evans married in July. The Court reports: ‘Francesca
Cheryl 07885 761 787 made her own and her six bridesmaids’ wedding jewellery. She is known to many
Court Tubal Cain 2765 Foresters as she has made jewellery sold in aid of High Chief Rangers’ charity
Shelly 07496 076 507 appeals for the past ten years. Andrew and Francesca’s elder son, Dylan (aged

9), helped to give his Mum away and younger son Tobias (4) was the ring bearer.
After the lovely ceremony in South Wales, the reception afterwards was enjoyed

by all, with delicious food and a beautiful setting. We send our congratulations to
Andrew and Francesca and wish them many happy years together.’

Proud of Tom

Congratulations to Tom Davies of
Court Pride of Islington 2939 who
has graduated from Cardiff University
with a 2:1 BSc in Computer Science. Wedding be"s (pdl’f 2)
‘Tom thanked the Court and the
Society for support he received over
the last few years, including grants

Christopher Jones, a member of Court Pride of Islington 2939 married Sophie

from the Educational Awards Fund Robertson in July. The ceremony took place on a warm sunny day at St Bride's
which helped him a great deal while Church on Fleet Street, London. The Court reports: ‘St Bride’s is known as the

he was studying. Tom now works at ‘printers’ and journalists’ church’ and the steeple was said to be the inspiration for
Jaguar Land Rover in Coventry on the first tiered wedding cake. A reception followed at the spectacular Merchant

the Graduate Scheme. We are very Taylors’ Hall. Sophie is a teacher and the wedding took place just before the school
pleased to hear of Tom’s graduation holidays. The couple went on honeymoon to Canada for four weeks and told us that
and wish himall the best for the they had an amazing time. We send our congratulations to Christopher and Sophie,
future.’ wishing them a long and happy life together.’
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WALES AND THE BORDERS

e

WALES AND
THE BORDERS

Area Secretary
Gail Lancaster

Court Bailey 2751
Gail 01446 736 244

Birthday brooches Court Coventry 7829
Rosemary 01452 535 897

As regular readers will know, 2024 marked Foresters’ 190th anniversary. Court Loyal Hope 2949
Following requests from members, the Society ordered a supply of silver- Gail 01446 736 244

plated brooches in the style of the Foresters k?ow and arrgw. Court vaentry Court Marquis Of Bute 2842
7829 presented examples to members at their July meeting: “They will be Gail 01446 736 244

worn with pride.” [Editor’s note: Members who would like to purchase a

brooch can still order them from the Court Helpdesk. Priced £10.50 each, the Court Pride Of The Wye 2849
brooches measure 40mm by 30mm and are inset with clear stones.] Michael 01594 860 239
PRIDE OF KENT

PRIDE OF KENT

Area Secretary
TBC

Court Defence 4343
lan 01634 723 477

Court Louis 5401
Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290

Court Maid Marian 5237
John Franks 01892 822 386

Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329
lan 01634 723 477

Court Robin Hood 2694
John Springham 01474 568 459

On 18 October, Court Coventry 7829 reported: ‘On a gloriously sunny October )
day, 21 members gathered to share a thoroughly enjoyable Autumn Lunch at Court Union Jack 3825
The Bell Inn, Eckington. Delicious food and excellent company, as always.’ Janet 01708 478 980
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High Court 2024
and beyond...

High Court returned to familiar ground in 2024. Scarborough on the
North Yorkshire coast has now hosted the Society’s AGM twelve times

(Torquay in Devon comes next with ten). The choice was fitting. In 2024
the Society marked its 190th anniversary. Scarborough Spa provided a
landmark venue for a landmark year.

Scarborough was Britain’s first seaside resort, with the Spa
roughly contemporary to the Society. Though the site is much
older, parts of Scarborough Spa were designed in the 1830s,

the decade when the Ancient Order of Foresters was founded.
Scarborough was also the personal choice of outgoing High Chief
Ranger, John Springham. The town has a special significance

for Bro. John. In 1984 he attended his first High Court at
Scarborough, as a delegate of the London United District.

At that time, High Court was held in September and lasted for

a whole week. Forty years later, High Court took place from
Saturday 6 to Monday 8 July. Although it runs for three days, the
meeting has much longer lasting and farther-reaching effects.
Discussions and votes held at High Court shape the future of
Foresters. Leading up to High Court 2024 the Society had seen
some significant changes. More were to follow afterwards.

20 FORESTERS MISCELLANY

A Grand entrance

Despite being the most frequent High Court location, your Editor
had never attended one in Scarborough. | had though visited

the town only the previous summer for a family holiday. Arriving
at Scarborough Spa therefore induced a comforting mix of
novelty and familiarity. On Saturday morning, members from up
and down the land took their seats in the Grand Hall. The sky
outside was grey with drizzle but this didn’t dampen the mood of
anticipation.

Before official proceedings began, John Springham, High Chief
Ranger, and Paul Austin, Interim Society Chairman, welcomed
first time delegates in the Platinum Lounge. As with the previous
two High Courts, delegates attending the meeting in person were
joined by others online. At the start of High Court 2024 there



Discussing the agenda

Andrew Pooley and Glyn Carpenter

E John Levett

Helen Mackinnon

Mark Allen in the Sun Court

were 300 registered delegates, representing 150 Courts. Some
173 (57 percent) were in the room with 127 (43 percent) watching
and voting elsewhere.

At 9.45am the sound of ‘Greensleeves’ filled the Grand Hall as
Helen Mackinnon, Yorkshire Area Secretary, carried in the Society
standard. The Past High Chief Rangers processed behind, then
the Board members and High Chief Ranger stepped onto the
stage. Michael Charlton-Hubble, Past High Chief Ranger, read
the Foresters Prayer. John Springham, High Chief Ranger, then
welcomed everyone to Scarborough and formally opened High
Court 2024.

190 not out

First item on the agenda was the High Chief Ranger’s Address.
High Chief Ranger John thanked all the members and Courts

HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

John Springham

Check mates Janet Clements

Paul Austin and John Springham

who had invited him and his lady, Brenda Watson, to events. He
reflected that he may be the first High Chief Ranger to visit Courts
in all four countries of the United Kingdom: England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. He also thanked everyone who had
‘gone the extra mile’ for his fundraising appeal for Youth Sport
Trust; the Hadrian’s Wall walkers, Grant Streader and Stephen
Darlington for running the London Marathon, and Bruce Hicks for
swimming the equivalent of the Channel.

Looking ahead, the High Chief Ranger urged members to

work together during High Court and beyond, for the benefit of
all Foresters. A keen cricketer, he used a sporting analogy to
reflect upon the Society’s 190th anniversary and approaching
bicentenary; ‘When a batsman scores 190 runs, he wonders if
he’ll get 200. How he reaches his double century doesn’t matter
- the important thing is that he gets there’. High Chief Ranger
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Installation of officers

Bill Norsworthy

HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

Scottish Area smiles

Matthew and John Hurley

Lisa Russell

John concluded by thanking his lady for all her support during his
year in office. Becoming distinctly emotional, he stated, ‘Without
Brenda at my side | could not have done it’.

Absent friends

After the High Chief Ranger’s Address, the Message of Loyalty
to King Charles and Queen Camilla was read out. Thoughts then
turned to absent friends. Delegates spoke about fellow Foresters
who had passed away since the previous High Court. Among
others, tributes were paid to Joan Burtrand, Bert Choney, Roger
Henson, and Barry ‘Baz’ Weller. The High Court programme of
business included a tribute to Don Wild, Past High Chief Ranger,
who passed away in May 2023, after that year’s programme had
been published. The Remembrance concluded with a minute’s
silence.

Another absentee was Trevor Batten, Society Chairman. In

May 2024, he wrote in a circular issued to Courts: ‘I have been
privileged to serve on the Board for eight years, and the last
three as Chairman. But as we reach this new stage of Foresters’
journey, | have decided the time is right to step down with
immediate effect. | want to take the opportunity to thank all those
who have made my time at the Society so special.” Paul Austin,
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Rachel Webb

Richard Dickinson

Erik Vynckier and Janet Clements Southern Home Counties cheque

Non-Executive Director, agreed to be Interim Chairman until a
permanent successor was appointed.

Executive decisions

Throughout the weekend delegates heard from a variety of
speakers. On Saturday these included the candidates standing
for election as Executive Directors: Rachel Webb, Chief
Executive, and Richard Dickinson, who had been co-opted onto
the Board in August 2023 as Risk and Compliance Director.
Delegates were also introduced to Mark Allen, recently co-opted
as Finance Director. Under the Society’s rules, Mark will stand for
election at High Court 2025.

Janet Clements, Non-Executive Member Director, provided a
report from the Nominations and Remuneration Committee.
Rachel Webb and Richard Dickinson then led a wide-ranging
presentation on the Society’s finances. Topics included Group
business, Consumer Duty and a strategy to develop new
insurance products for launch in 2025. At the end of April 2024
the Society’s With-Profits products - including the ISA, Junior
ISA, Lifetime ISA and Investment Bond - had closed to new
applicants.



This decision, plus changes to the Board, had placed the Society
under greater scrutiny from regulators the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA) and Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA).
Delegates were informed that four days before High Court, the
Board received a confidential letter from the PRA. In it, the PRA
expressed various concerns and requested that the Society
appoint extra independent Non-Executive Directors. The news
generated a great deal of discussion.

Throughout the weekend, the Chairman and High Chief Ranger
gave delegates the opportunity to ask questions. Those at the
venue spoke at the rostrum as usual. Online delegates were
connected by LUMI (the High Court IT team) and appeared on the
room'’s big screens. Both Paul Austin, Interim Chairman, and High
Chief Ranger John Springham were commended at the end of
High Court for how smoothly they ran the meeting.

Elections

The High Court 2024 agenda included five elections. Three
candidates stood for two places on the Membership Committee.
The other elections were for single candidates. Like the two
previous High Courts, delegates used electronic voting. Each
delegate in the room was given a small machine, rather like a
pocket calculator. Votes were cast by selecting the appropriate

buttons. Delegates could also use these devices to type questions.

Online delegates voted by following onscreen prompts.

Electronic voting means that results can be counted and verified
almost immediately. Using this method, the following members
were elected on Saturday afternoon:

HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

e High Chief Ranger — Jo Andrew

¢ High Sub-Chief Ranger — Gail Lancaster

¢ Executive Directors — Rachel Webb, Richard Dickinson

e Membership Committee — Glyn Carpenter, Andrew Pooley

High Court weekend was a landmark one for Rachel Webb.
Besides being re-elected, on the Monday she and her husband
celebrated their first wedding anniversary.

Membership matters

Sunday’s agenda began with updates from the Membership
Committee. Glyn Carpenter, Immediate Past High Chief Ranger
and Chairman of the Committee, outlined its terms of reference
as ‘a conduit between the Board and the Courts’. He thanked
Ray Barron, Project Co-ordinator, for continuing to organise and
oversee the Court Strategy. Members of the Committee then
spoke about the various Strategy projects.

Erik Vynckier provided an overview on Court finances, including
the Court Investment Fund (CIF) and discretionary grants. Gail
Lancaster spoke on plans to improve the Society’s internal

and external communications. Janet Clements announced the
relaunched Introducers Scheme. Pauline Young presented on
Court Annual Reviews, formerly known as Court Accreditation.
“Accreditation’ suggested exams and being prescriptive’ she
explained. ‘We know every Court is different and wanted to
reflect this’.

Football fans

High Court was on the same weekend
as the quarter-finals of the UEFA Euro
2024 football tournament. When the
High Court agenda was compiled it
was unknown which teams would

be playing when. As it turned out,

the Saturday saw England play
Switzerland. The match kicked off at
6pm and eventually went to penalties.
Pictured are members watching the
action in their hotel lounge.

Funicular Foresters

Scarborough Spa is next to the seafront,
while several of the town’s hotels are on
the clifftop above. As a result, the Spa
has its own CIliff Lift. Opened in 1875, it

is Britain’s oldest funicular railway and
was originally powered by sea water. High
Court attendees could make use of a
special Cliff Lift Pass. This discounted four-
day ticket proved especially popular when
rain arrived. On Sunday night the CIiff Lift
ran later than usual to take passengers to
and from the Gala Dinner.

Family firsts

High Court can be a family affair. Victoria
Adejobi, a delegate for Court Planet of
Streatham 3408, had a visit from her
11-month-old granddaughter, Vittoria.
Both Victoria and Vittoria were at their
first High Court. Victoria was High Court
2024’s oldest first-time delegate and
Vittoria the youngest first-time visitor.
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Taking a break

Gala dinner

HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

Brooklyn Andrew spoke on the National Visibility Project to make
Foresters better known. The High Chief Ranger’s appeal for Youth
Sport Trust had generated significant publicity for the Society.
Media coverage of the fundraising walk along Hadrian’s Wall for
example reached around 1.24 million people.

This seamlessly introduced Alan Mackinnon, one of the walkers,
who gave an engrossing and entertaining account of their
journey. He revealed that by late June 2024 the walk had raised
£9,044 for Youth Sport Trust. Norrie Dudgeon spoke about his
involvement in setting up Court Giant’s Causeway 2024, the

new Court in Northern Ireland; “Two years ago we’d introduced
eight or nine Northern Irish members to the Society - now they’re
running their own Court.’

Dining and dancing

Besides being a business meeting, High Court is an opportunity
to socialise with fellow Foresters. The long weekend allows
members to meet old friends and make new ones. Between
the sessions, delegates and visitors alike caught up over a
cuppa and browsed the stands. When he wasn’t overseeing
the meeting, High Chief Ranger John and his lady Brenda ran

a Youth Sport Trust merchandise stall. Goods for sale included
copies of ‘Wrigley’s Ramble’, a book about the Hadrian’s Wall
walk, and Brenda’s knitted worry monsters.

The Foresters Heritage Trust also had a presence. Peter Nixon,
Curator at the Foresters Museum, had compiled a display of
objects and artefacts from the collection. Outside the Spa, the
weather was mixed. Saturday and early Sunday saw sunshine
and showers. Some delegates even spotted flashes of lightning.
In contrast, Sunday afternoon and Monday were warm and
summery. Many members relaxed in the Sun Court, an outdoor
bandstand with elegant colonnades and chessboard flooring.
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Heritage Trust display

Dozie Azubike

Pauline Young and Gail Lancaster

Foresters Brass played in the Sun Court, plus serenaded
delegates during the lunch breaks in the Ocean Room. At least
one Past High Chief Ranger was spotted dancing in the queue.
There was more dancing on Sunday evening, when delegates
and guests enjoyed the Gala Dinner. After the three-course meal,
a disco continued late into the night. To help attendees get back
to their accommodation, so did the Cliff Lift [see panel on p23

- Ed]. Online delegates meanwhile didn’t miss out altogether on
the social side of High Court - some held social get togethers via
Zoom on the Saturday and Sunday evenings.

Propositions

As well as the elections, the AGM included 27 propositions.
Twelve were from the Board, while eleven came from the Board
on behalf of the Membership Committee. Courts had submitted
four propositions, though two were withdrawn. There were no
amendments. There was though an emergency proposition,
not listed on the agenda. All the propositions voted upon were
carried.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2023 were approved, as
was the Remuneration Report. MHA LLP were re-appointed as
the Society’s external auditors. The list of members appointed to
the Arbitration Tribunal was approved, as were the nominations
for Portraits in Miscellany. Once more, your Editor would like to
sincerely thank delegates for supporting this proposition.

Increased grants of £4,000 each were approved for the Yorkshire
Foresters Convalescent Home, Foresters Homes Bexleyheath,
and the Portsmouth & District Friendly Societies Homes. The
levy for the Member Care Benefit Fund decreased, to 12p

per £100 of Court net assets. The Foresters Brass Donation
remained unchanged at 1.75p per £100 of Court net assets. The
Heritage Trust Levy (5p per £100 of Court net assets) was also
unchanged.



Jo Andrew and The Rivers Trust stall Ted Ingman

Ali Oliver, Youth Sport Trust CEO

HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

Trish Slade and Bruce Hicks Cheque writing Closing ceremony

The Court Management Charge increased from £2.19 to £2.21
per £100 of Court net assets. Mark Allen, Finance Director,
explained that the 2p increase was to fund the development of
the new Court Portal. This was approved. So was a change to
a proposition submitted at the previous High Court. To fund the
Court Strategy for 2023 and 2024, the Membership Committee
had requested levies in advance both years. Some of these
funds had not been used, so the 2024 levy was reduced from
6p to 4p per £100 of Court net assets.

Two Court propositions were withdrawn. One from Court St
Andrew 7170 related to Society strategy. The second, from
Courts 2240 and 7170, was also withdrawn but generated
some strong criticism after naming the former Chairman as ‘an
obstacle to a successful transformation of the Society’. Court
Castledean 3797 submitted a proposition to formally recognise
the Membership Committee in the Society rules: ‘The Board
shall continue a Sub-Committee known as The Membership
Committee to which all relevant matters relating to Courts

and their Members, other than long term business, shall be
delegated.’” This new rule was approved.

Fund funding

High Court sees the High Chief Ranger accept donations for

the Discretionary Benefit Funds. While High Chief Ranger John
stood by the stage, delegates presented him with cheques from
their Courts for the Foresters Support Fund, 150th Anniversary
Educational Awards Fund and the Foresters Child Support Fund.
With all three Funds supported by donations, there have been
discussions for several years on how sustainable they could
remain.

A proposition from Court Three Brothers 4482 suggested that
the funds should each be subject to a levy. After a spirited
debate, this was carried (with 250 votes in favour and 4 against).
As a result, three further propositions from the Board suggested

Youth Sport Trust

High Court wasn’t the end of Foresters’ association with
Youth Sport Trust. On 20 December 2024, John Springham
provided an update about the appeal. ‘The final total,
including Gift Aid, was £85,486.24. This does not include
monies that Courts have paid to sponsor their local sports
clubs, which was an additional £12,000. | would like to
place on record mine and Brenda’s extreme gratitude to all
the Areas, Courts and individuals who, by their wonderful
generosity, helped to raise this magnificent sum.” John and
Brenda (pictured with Ali Oliver, Youth Sport Trust’s Chief
Executive on the left) have kept in contact with the charity,
including attending Youth Sport Trust’s AGM in March 2025.
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High Chief Ranger’s Award

Awards and Prize winners

The 2024 High Chief Ranger’s Award was presented to the
Society’s Court Services team. Michelle Collins (Court Services
Manager) accepted it on the team’s behalf from High Chief
Ranger John Springham. The Society’s annual Achievement
Awards returned, with the two winners being announced at High
Court. Nick Murray was nominated by his Court, Perseverance
1586, for leading their befriending service. Court 5257 nominated

levies for each Fund. For the Foresters Support Fund and
Educational Awards Fund the levy would be 8p per £100 of Court
net assets. The levy for the Foresters Child Support Fund was 4p
per £100. All three levies were approved.

On Monday morning, an extra Court proposition was put forward.
The week before High Court, Hurricane Beryl devasted much of
the Caribbean. John Levett, Past High Chief Ranger, spoke as a
delegate of Court Perseverance of West Kent 3420 to suggest
setting up a fund to help Courts in Grenada. The proposition was
carried overwhelmingly.

Awards and appeals

Overall, Monday was a day of celebration. John Springham, High
Chief Ranger, announced the winners of various awards [see box
- Ed.] He also confirmed that the Gala Dinner raffle had raised
£1,225. This was supplemented by Violet Smith’s ‘Guess the
Dress’ competition. Violet, a member of Court Constantia 2206,
had invited members to predict the colour of her outfits at both
the Charity Ball and High Court dinner. Her clever idea raised
£150 for the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal.

A highlight of High Court is when the outgoing High Chief Ranger
reveals how much money has been raised for their charity appeal.
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_ Nick Murray and Norrie Dudgeon

Doreen McGovern

Norrie Dudgeon for his work setting up the Northern Ireland
Court, Giant’s Causeway 2024. The High Chief Ranger presented
both Nick and Norrie with a certificate, trophy and £100 voucher.
High Chief Ranger John also conducted the 2024 Miscellany
Prize Draw. The winner picked out at random was Doreen
McGovern of Court Livingstone 6050. Doreen has since received
her £250 prize. The Miscellany Prize Draw is open to all members
who subscribe to the magazine. Details on how to enter the Draw
can be found on the inside back cover. Congratulations everyonel!

Before the big moment, John Springham restated his thanks to
everyone for their support. High Chief Ranger John and his lady
Brenda were then joined onstage by Al Oliver, Youth Sport Trust’s
Chief Executive. Bro. John opened the giant envelope at the
rostrum and held up the cheque. The provisional amount raised
for Youth Sport Trust was £70,608. The total has since increased
[see p25 - Ed.].

In one of her last duties as High Sub-Chief Ranger, Jo Andrew
introduced her appeal, for The Rivers Trust. Delegates were
introduced to Mark Lloyd, their Chief Executive, who gave an
informative talk about the charity’s varied work. Some examples
appear elsewhere in this edition of Miscellany. Following the
charity presentations the newly elected officers were officially
installed, beginning with Jo Andrew as High Chief Ranger.

The Vote of Thanks was extended to our hosts in Scarborough,
the LUMI technicians and the Court Services team for all their
help during the weekend. Ken Strudwick, Past High Chief
Ranger, then led the ritual of Foresters Fire. High Court 2024
closed in the traditional way, with delegates linking arms to sing
Auld Lang Syne. High Court 2025 is set to take place in Telford
from 21 to 23 June. This will be another new venue to your
Editor; | look forward to seeing fellow Foresters there.



HIGH COURT AND BEYOND

Auld Lang Syne

Ken Strudwick HCR Jo Andrew

What happened next Society to move forwards with a new Board in place.’” Richard
Dickinson was appointed Chief Executive with immediate effect.

On Tuesday 9 July, the heavens opened. This didn’t stop John Richard introduces himself on the following pages.

Springham (now Immediate Past High Chief Ranger), Brenda

Watson, plus Past High Chief Rangers John and Linda Levett There is also an introduction to the restructured Board. New
from laying a Foresters wreath at Scarborough War Memorial. Directors have been co-opted and will stand for election at
The memorial is on a cliff at the opposite end of the bay to High Court 2025. One of the Board’s concerns was to evaluate
Scarborough Spa. In pouring rain, with visibility reduced to a the Society’s remaining insurance plans. In November 2024
few metres, the wreath was carefully placed and a moment of the Society’s Unit-Linked products - including the POIS Tax-
reflection observed. Exempt Savings Plan (TESP), Savings & Investment Plan (SIP),
and Children’s Tax-Exempt Plan (CTEP) - also closed to new

Immediately after High Court, Paul Austin and Annabel Venner

applicants.
resigned as Non-Executive Directors. Paul Austin’s resignation
was the second by a Society Chairman in three months, which Much has changed in Foresters in the past year. The events have
brought further attention from regulators. The Board decided encompassed two Chief Executives, three Chairmen and five new
that the development of new insurance products should pause Directors. As always, however, numbers only tell part of a story.
until a new Chairman and extra Non-Executive Directors were Hopefully, they also mark the beginning of a new chapter - and
appointed. like our Immediate Past High Chief Ranger’s analogous cricketer,

. . ) Foresters reaches the double century.
In October 2024, Rachel Webb resigned as Chief Executive. In

a statement to members she wrote, ‘Foresters has been a part
of my life for almost 20 years, and it is with more than a tinge of
sadness [that] | feel the time is right to step down to allow the
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Hello from our CEO

Richard Dickinson became Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Foresters in September 2024. Here he
introduces himself and his fellow Board of Directors,
explains changes to the Society’s insurance products,
plus outlines possibilities for the future.

| am delighted to introduce myself to you as your CEQ. It is a great
honour and privilege to be appointed, and | will do my utmost

to serve all the Society’s members, policy holders and staff with
honesty and integrity.

| have worked in financial services for over 37 years, beginning
my career after leaving education. Most of my time was spent at
Lloyds and TSB Bank, where | worked in various roles including
payroll, training, HR, and compliance. Out of work, | am happily
married to my wife, Michelle, and a proud father to two grown-up
daughters. | am also an avid tennis player, though not particularly
skilled. My enthusiasm is greater than my ability!

In 2006, | joined Foresters as the Head of Compliance, when

the Society was facing regulatory challenges related to financial
promotions and systems and controls. This was a significant
learning experience and introduced me to the importance of
mutuality, which | later came to deeply understand. | moved on
from Foresters in 2011, working for other mutual organisations
like Teachers Assurance and LV, before briefly working in the non-
mutual sector in 2019.

I returned to Foresters in 2022, overseeing Risk and Compliance,
and was honoured to join the Board as a Director in August 2023.
| hold qualifications in Governance, Risk and Compliance, and |
also serve on the board of the Association of Financial Mutuals
(AFM). Additionally, I am a Director at one of the largest schools

in Bournemouth and have served as a Presiding Justice at the
Southampton Magistrates Court for the past 20 years, arole |
undertake on a voluntary basis.

As a Board member, and now CEO, | work alongside the
management team to provide strategic direction, governance, and
oversight. Since my appointment, the Board has faced difficult
decisions that | believe are in the best interest of our members and
policy holders. Significant decisions were made in 2024, the first
of which was the closure of the With- Profits Fund in April.

Following this, the Board has carefully considered the future of our
business lines, particularly the individual Unit-linked and Group
products. After much deliberation, the decision was made to stop
accepting new applications for Unit-linked products, effective from
the end of November 2024. These products include the POIS Tax-
Exempt Savings Plan (TESP), Savings & Investment Plan (SIP),
and Children’s Tax-Exempt Plan (CTEP).

Despite years of effort, we were unable to achieve the scale
needed to make these products profitable. While we will no longer
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accept new applications for these products, we will continue

to support our existing policy holders, allowing them to make
top-ups to their policies and ensuring that contracts with regular
premiums continue to be serviced until maturity.

With rising sales costs and the challenges of managing low
volumes, the decision was also made to halt the development of
new products, like Unit-linked ISAs. The implementation costs
far exceeded what we expected. Unfortunately, these changes
meant that some insurance roles within the Society were made
redundant. The Boards’ focus is to withdraw from new insurance
business while supporting our staff.

In 2025, our primary objective is assisting our existing members
with managing their products and maximizing the benefits of

their memberships. We are actively exploring the creation of

a new stand-alone membership proposition. The new ‘Court
Membership’ model is expected to attract more active members,
ensuring the growth and sustainability of Courts. This shift is a
step toward making membership more accessible, even for those
who do not engage with insurance products directly.

It is important to note that Courts are financially sustainable so
long as their resources are properly managed. Courts manage
approximately £100 million in financial resources. Court funds are
separate from the insurance funds and will continue to support the
Society’s membership strategy, which focuses on offering benefits
without requiring individuals to hold an insurance product.

The Board is currently investigating whether to undertake a
partial transfer of engagements. That is, whether transferring our
insurance policy holders to another friendly society is in the best
interest of those policy holders, our members and, therefore,
Foresters as a whole.

| appreciate that these are very unsettling times. The uncertainty of
the future naturally creates speculation but please be assured that
[ will do my best to keep you all updated. The Board will keep the
Membership Committee informed of any developments.

Our long-term goal is to ensure that we continue to serve our
members effectively while adapting to the changing financial
landscape. Through careful planning and strategic partnerships,
we aim to build a sustainable and supportive future for the Society
and its members. The societal benefits that Foresters Friendly
Society contributes cannot and will not be lost.



Meet our Board

David Henderson, Chairman

David was appointed as Society Chairman in
November 2024 when he was co-opted to
the Board as an independent Non-Executive
Director. A Chartered Accountant, David spent
ten years in merchant banking with Morgan
Grenfell. After eleven years with Russell Reynolds Associates,
David returned to merchant banking, becoming CEO then
Chairman of Kleinwort Benson Private Bank. David is now
a Non-Executive Director in public and private companies,
assuming several Chair positions.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Stuart Tragheim, Deputy Chairman

Stuart was also co-opted to the Board as

an independent Non-Executive Director in

November 2024. He is the Society’s Deputy

Chairman and Senior Independent Director.

Stuart has worked in financial services for
over 40 years in a range of strategy, leadership and business
development roles. He was CEQ at Holloway Friendly Society
for over 7.5 years before running his own consulting business.
Stuart has also chaired the Association of Financial Mutuals and
the Investment and Life Assurance Group.

Mark Allen, Finance Director

Mark was co-opted to the Board in October

2024. Mark has over 30 years’ experience in the

insurance, pensions, and asset management

sectors. A qualified actuary, he was previously
Chief Finance Officer and Chief Risk Officer at Holloway Friendly
Society. During his career Mark has held executive and senior
management roles with B&CE Group, Sun Life of Canada,
Blackrock Life, Phoenix and Skandia. Mark is also a Charity
Trustee for Yateley Industries for the Disabled Limited.

Zoe Shaw, Non-Executive Director

Zoe was co-opted to the Board in February
2025. An experienced banker and fund
manager she has worked in the City of
LLondon for over 35 years. Zoe was London
General Manager of Germany’s sixth largest investment bank
before founding New Bond Street Asset Management. Since 2009
she has held several senior fintech roles. She is a Non-Executive
Director of Wandle Housing Association and a member of the
Asset Investment Committee of Fitzwilliam College in Cambridge.

Jane Dumeresque, Non-Executive Director

Jane is a Chartered Accountant with over

30 years’ experience in financial services.

Co-opted to the Board in November 2024,

she is Chair of the Society’s Audit, Risk and
Compliance Committee. Jane became a corporate finance
director with Citibank and founded two independent investment
management companies. Her most recent Executive role was as
Chief Executive of Folk2Folk. Jane’s portfolio career as a Non-
Executive Director includes being Chair of the Risk Committee at
Teachers Building Society.

Ray Milne, Non-Executive Director

Ray was also co-opted to the Board

in November 2024. He has over 40

years’ experience of risk management,

manufacturing and distribution in the retall
banking and insurance industries. Ray was Managing Director
of Halifax Financial Services and Chief Risk Officer for Schroders
Personal Wealth. He is a Non-Executive Director of The Stafford
Building Society. Ray is also a member of the Horton Housing
Association Management Board, where he chairs the Group
Audit and Risk Committee.

Janet Clements, Non-Executive
Member Director

Janet has been an active Forester since the

1980s and has extensive knowledge of the

Society. She has held various Society offices,

including High Chief Ranger for 2013-2014.
Janet was elected to the Board in July 2022. She is Chair of
the Membership Committee and Chair of The Friendly Societies
Convalescent Scheme. Janet was previously a teacher and
worked at the charity Barnardo’s. She is a member of the
Society’s Nominations and Remuneration Committee.

Erik Vynckier, Non-Executive Member Director

Erik was elected to the Board in September

2020. He previously served as a Non-

Executive Professional Director. From June

until December 2019, Erik was the Society’s

Interim CEO. Following a career in investment
banking, insurance, asset management and the petrochemical
industry, Erik co-founded EU initiatives on high performance
computing and big data in finance. He is Chair of the Society’s
Investment Committee and a member of the Membership
Committee.

Further information about the Board is available on the Foresters website at

www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/about-us/the-board/
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HANTS
AND SUSSEX

Area Secretary
Trish Slade

Court Bosmere 2277

Katie 07951 730 629

Court Castledean 3797
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281
Court Constantia 2206

Ken 01243 788 190

On Sunday 21 July 2024,

members of the Hants and

Sussex Area took a boat trip

along the Chichester Canal.

Our reporter writes: While we travelled along, looking at all the wildlife, Ken
Strudwick, Past High Chief Ranger, shared his knowledge about the canal’s
history. Members enjoyed fish and chips onboard for lunch, followed by tea
and coffee. It was a very sunny day and on the return journey we spotted
the spire of Chichester Cathedral. Six of the nine Courts in the Area were
represented and everyone had a very enjoyable voyage.’

Court Crown 3832

George 02392 349 744

Court Loyal Sincerity 2271
Morag 07572 873 637

Court Maberley Wyndham 4217
Patricia 01798 861 291

Court Robin Hood’s Castle 5373
Chris 07880 747 832

Court Sir William Jolliffe 4479
Pauline 01243 788 190

Court Star Of Selsey 3954
Patricia 07788 244 919

Saturday 5 October saw the Hants and

Sussex Area host their annual skittles

tournament. Our sports reporter

writes: ‘Six teams played to win the

Ted Voysey Cup. Congratulations to

the winners, ‘Court 2271A". Prizes

were also given to the highest and lowest scoring Lady and Gent, plus a
raffle raised £91.50 for the Area Chief Ranger’s charity, Chestnut Tree House
Hospice. A brilliant evening was had by all.’

Question
time

In September, members took part in the
Hants and Sussex Area Quiz Night. Among
the participants were a team from Court
Maberley Wyndham 4217. They reported:
‘There was of course a raffle, which raised
£90 in aid of the Area Chief Ranger’s appeal
for Chestnut Tree House Hospice.’
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Crowned winners

Solent PFC are a Wheelchair

Football team based in

Portsmouth. During the 2023-24

season the team’s coach died

suddenly, with nobody qualified to

take up the role. George Yalden,

Secretary of Court Crown 3832,

reports: ‘One of our members, Kallum Doe,

helps at the club. He is a full-time student and

supports them outside of his studies, free of

charge. Kallum agreed to coach the team

but needed to complete a formal course to

gain certificates. Kallum has been a member

of Court 3832 since birth and we agreed to sponsor him. At the
end of the season, Solent PFC won the Division 2 league title
and Kallum was named Coach of the Year for his hard work and
dedication to the club. We are so pleased that we were able to
help. Roll on Division 1 next season.’ [Fantastic, very well done
Kallum and Court 3832 — Ed.]
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HANTS AND SUSSEX | SOUTHERN HOME COUNTIES

Where there’s a Way...

Last summer, members from the neighbouring Hants &
Sussex and Southern Home Counties Areas walked the
South Downs Way long distance footpath. Linda Levett,
Past High Chief Ranger, explained: ‘We teamed up to raise
funds for the outgoing High Chief Ranger’s charity, Youth
Sport Trust. The route, from Winchester to Eastbourne,

is exactly 100 miles long and runs through both Areas.

We decided to break it down into sections, with various
members and Courts joining in.’

Starting on 25 May members walked the route piecemeal,
with different groups completing different sections. Paul
Bowers and his grandson Austin Sawyer, members of Court
Loyal Sincerity 2271, walked the westerly end, from King
Alfred’s statue in Winchester to Beauworth. Paul reports,
‘We thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Somehow, we
managed to stay dry too.’

From Beauworth, members of Court Maberley Wyndham
4217 (including Trish Slade, Secretary), walked eight miles
to Old Winchester Hill. They were joined by Amber Vincent-

Prior of Court Castledean 3797, who continued for six miles
to Butser Hill. Amber also completed an 11-mile section
from Cocking Hill to Buriton. At Cocking Hill, she met
members of Court Constantia 2206 - Ken Strudwick, Past
High Chief Ranger, and Violet Smith. They followed the Way
for six miles to Upwaltham, West Sussex.

On the same weekend members of Court St Leonards
2350 reached Devil’s Dyke in East Sussex. Among the
group were Kim Syrett, Secretary, and John Instance, Past
Society Chairman. John later walked the scenic stretch from
Amberley to Sullington. At the easterly end, members of
Court Lansdowne 2559 walked 7.25 miles from Southease
to Alfriston. Dawn Martin joined Karen and Roger Trace,
who reported ‘What a beautiful day and fantastic scenery.’

The original plan was to finish before High Court in July.
Linda Levett reports, ‘Unfortunately, we didn’t complete the
whole of the Way, mainly due to illness and injury, but we
raised £1,435. Well done to all the walkers and a big thank
you to everyone who supported them.”’
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SOUTHERN ‘
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Linda Levett

Court Friar Tuck 4460
Vicky 01825 371 548

Court Lansdowne 2559
Roger 07714 736 737

Court Perseverence Of
West Kent 3420
John 01474 568 459

Court South Sussex 2454
Diana 01323 899 101

Court St. Leonards 2350
Kim 01444 258 278

Court Star Of Surrey 2767
Kathleen 07769 252 616

Court Unity 3665
John 01474 568 459

Lansdowne

lends a hand

On 5 August, Court Lansdowne
2559 donated £335 to the Off the
Fence Trust, a Brighton based
charity supporting homeless
people. Roger Trace, Court
Secretary, reports: ‘John Ellis, our
Chief Ranger, presented a cheque
from the Court to Sarah White,
Chief Operations Officer of Off the
Fence. Our Court is supporting the
charity this year by fundraising for
them at our social evenings.’
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Top of the hops

Southern Home Counties members

had some refreshing outings during

the summer months. On 1 June,

Court St Leonards 2350 shared

news from a trip to the Hepworth

Brewery, Pulborough. In August, 30

members from Courts Lansdowne 2559, Friar Tuck 4460 and South Sussex
2454 enjoyed a tour of Harvey’s Brewery in Lewes. Our reporter notes: ‘The
sampling session afterwards was particularly popular!’

Festival for foodbank

In August, Court Friar Tuck 4460 had a

stall at the Weald on The Field festival.

This outdoor event in East Sussex

provided the Court with plenty of footfall

for their charity, Uckfield Foodbank. Vicky
Rajah, Court Secretary, reports: ‘With

all the live music and local produce to sample
it was a fun-filled day. We had three games for
festival goers to choose from, at 50p a go. We
raised £135 with all proceeds going to Uckfield
Foodbank.” On 1 October, Vicky presented a
cheque from the Court to a representative from
the Foodbank and added ‘We will continue to
support them at future events.

Inter-Area action

On 25 August, the Southern Home
Counties Area hosted the annual Skittles
Challenge with fellow Foresters from
Hants and Sussex. Among the attendees
were John Springham, Immediate Past
High Chief Ranger, and John Instance,
Past Society Chairman. Our sports
reporter writes: ‘The challenge took place
at The Spur Inn, at Slindon near Arundel.
Congratulations to the winning team,
‘27678’ from Court Star of Surrey 2767,
who scored a massive 91 points. The
highest scoring team from Hants and
Sussex were Court Constantia 2206 who
finished joint third with 79 points. It was
a fabulous evening with great company,
good food and amazing skittles.’
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SOUTHERN HOME COUNTIES

Seaside summer lunch

Court South Sussex 2454 held their

annual Summer Lunch on 8 June at

The Relais hotel in Cooden Beach.

Guests of honour included John

Springham, in one of his last social

engagements as High Chief Ranger,

and his lady Brenda Watson. The Court presented Bro.
John with a £650 cheque towards his appeal for Youth
Sport Trust. Presentations were also made to special
guests from the Court’s local charities. Kate from Headway
Sussex and Reg from Newhaven Lifeboat Station both

received cheques for £460. After a delicious three course
meal, a raffle raised a further £137. Your editor was
delighted to attend the event, which concluded with a brief
stroll onto the beach. [Thank you again to Court 2454 for
your invitation — Ed.]

NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES

b

NORTHERN ‘
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew

Court Brownlow 6444
Martyn 01582 616 865

Court Fountain of Friendship 4480
Martyn 01582 616 865

Court Nell 6443
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Perseverance 2796
Ted 01923 466 955

Afternoon tee Court Prince Albert 2643
Joanne 07954 464 290
Court Star of Hertfordshire 3511
In September 2024, Court Brownlow 6444 sponsored a Junior Golf Day at Christine 01234 772 794
Chiltern Forest Golf Club. Martyn Fisher, Court Secretary, reports: ‘During the Court Unity 9286
summer we wanted to support John Springham, then High Chief Ranger, lan 01234 772 794
and his charity appeal for Youth Sport Trust. Chiltern Forest Golf Club are Court Verulam Excelsior 6054
Court 6444’s meeting venue. Dennis Hunnisett, Court trustee, spoke to them lan 01234 772 794

about holding an event for junior players. The Court agreed to sponsor it and
purchase trophies for competition categories.” Sunday 15 September saw
27 Juniors take part. Pictured with Dennis, who presented the trophies, are
Carlton Maclaughlin (Overall Winner), George Bamsey (Runner-up), Ethan
Braithwaite (9-hole Challenge Winner) and the club’s Junior Players of the
Year, Lara Collins and Alfie Eldridge. Martyn adds: ‘Afterwards the players
were treated to complimentary meals, courtesy of the Court. Everyone
agreed what a successful day it was in promoting the club and Foresters.’
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Perseverance partnership

Ted House, Secretary of Court Perseverance
2796, reports: ‘We are proud to help
Hertfordshire Comets - a Visually Impaired (VI)
cricket team based in Hemel Hempstead.” On
1 October, Ted (on the right) presented a £150
cheque from the Court to the team’s founder,
Professor Richard Grayson (left). Richard
kindly provided further information: ‘VI Cricket
has been around since the 1940s and began
as rehabilitation for soldiers. A competition
has run in England since 1979. Of the 48
English Counties, around 20 have a VI club.
Hertfordshire Comets are one of the newest
and still in the very early stages. We have an
annual grant from the ECB and were donated
special balls and stumps by Blind Cricket
England and Wales. Our most pressing need
for next season will be kit to play matches in.’

Dinner for John
Court Perseverance 2796 had their annual Indian meal our dear friend John Burgess, who is still so sadly missed
in November to toast a late member. Ted House, Court by the Court. He used to enjoy organising this trip. Thank
Secretary, reports: ‘21 members and friends spent a you all for coming in his honour.’

fantastic evening at The Raj Garden, Bushey in memory of
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SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Football supporters

In Northern Ireland, Court Giant’s Causeway 2024 sponsor a local football team.

Julie McBurney, Court Secretary, reports: ‘18th Newtownabbey Youth FC have
two senior teams plus 14 youth teams. Some 200 children of all ages play in
the South Belfast Youth league. The club also supports the local community.’
Pictured with the Foresters pitchside banner are coach Samuel Hunter and
players Simba Chinanayi, Ethan Rolston and Adam Surgener.

Out at sea

In August, 47 members joined the Scottish

Area cruise. Norrie Dudgeon, Area Secretary,

reports: ‘It was a 6-night Amsterdam and

Antwerp City Break with Ambassador

Cruise Lines on their ship ‘Ambition’. We

set sail from Edinburgh on 15 August with

37 members. The following day we picked

up another 10 members in Newcastle. Among them were Jo Andrew, High
Chief Ranger, and Janet Clements, Non-Executive Member Director, with their
partners. It was our first time with Ambassador Cruise Lines but the company,
food, service, entertainment, and facilities were excellent. A very enjoyable trip.’

Callum’s dream cycle

Well done to Callum Macgregor of Court

Abbey 7167 who took part in the Bolero

UCI 2024 Gravel World Championships. The

weekend long cycle race was held over 5-6

October in Flanders, Belgium. Callum, from

Aviemore, completed the gruelling course

from Halle to Leuven along unmade roads, forests, and mountain paths. He
was able to take part following sponsorship from Court 7167. After the race
Callum said: ‘Racing over 185km, this was the toughest and most rewarding
event | have ever competed in. Attending it wouldn’t have been possible without
backing from Foresters. Your support was instrumental. With your help | was
able to travel fully prepared, with all my gear in the best possible condition.
Thank you Foresters for believing in me and making this dream a reality.’

SCOTLAND & ’

NORTHERN |
IRELAND

Area Secretary
Norrie Dudgeon

Court Abbey 7167
Lesley 07773 990 393

Court Abercorn 5798
Eileen 0131 241 6458

Court Argyll 5968
Malcolm 01586 552 599

Court Donside 6770
Kathleen 01224 312 185

Court Dunedin, Heart Of
Midlothian 5257
Norrie 07816 091 908

Court Giant’s Causeway 2024
Julie 07900 993 043

Court Neilson 6329
Eleanor 01698 826 854

Court Pride of the Forth 5686
Lesley 07773 990 393

Court Royal Oak 4640
Eleanor 01698 826 854

Court St. Bernard 5522
Matthew 07713 434380

On 9 June 2024, Court Donside
6770 enjoyed a special outing on the
Keith & Dufftown heritage railway.
Kathleen Sinclair, Court Secretary,
reports: ‘The Dram Tram runs
through an area known for whisky
making. Glenfiddich and Strathisla
are the nearest distilleries but there
are many others nearby. Onboard, a
free dram is supplied each way and
there are facilities to purchase more.
A most enjoyable day was had by
all. Haven't heard of any hangovers.’
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Area Secretary
Helen Mackinnon

Court Abiding Hope 2560
Andrea 01924 460 602

Court Chatsworth 2337
Alison 07729 879 138

Court Children Of The Forest 3710
Mike 0161 449 9665

Court Excelsior 4634
Kathryn 07900 256 174

Court Forester's Home 405
Martin 07875 284 883

Court Friendship 9370
Abraham 01482 441 750

Court George Stephenson 808
Chris 07393 806 584

Court Good Intent 2795
Sarah 07717 492 374

Court Goodwin 7225
Martyn 01709 511 923

Court Hotham 719
Carole 01377 270 140

Court Knaresborough Old Castle 506
Kate 07814 229 075

Court Lady Hilda 567
Michael 07979 953 133

Court Marquis Grand United 4727
Shirley 0161 449 9665

Court Perseverance 1586
Helen 01845 526 035

Court Peveril Of The Peak 1972
Tracey 01663 751 151

Court Roebuck 2510
David 07729 709 568

Court Sir Robert Peel 6088
Paul 0113 245 3062

Court Spirit Of Bagthorpe 5317
Theresa 01623 659 511

Court Swan 498
Peter 07802 652 123

Court The Three Marys 322
Joan 01422 315 646

Court Victory's Pride 3067
Lindsey 01482 820 144

Court White Rose 447
Helen 01845 526 035

Court William & Mary 332
Adrian 01484 687 079
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On 8 August, octogenarian members

from three Foresters Courts completed

a sponsored walk to raise money for the

Alzheimer’s Society. Gillian Taylor from

Court Excelsior 4634 reports: ‘It was my

mum Shirley Higginbottom’s idea to do

the walk on the eighth day of the eight month and to accomplish 80,000 steps.
We risk assessed Milhouses Park in Sheffield. It was flat, with plenty of benches,
a café and toilets. Everyone met for a photograph, then set off - some with
walking sticks, some with Zimmer frames. We had a first aider in attendance
and volunteers to monitor and assist. Besides the three Courts that joined in the
challenge, those that were unable to made substantial donations. Altogether the
ladies raised £1,179. Well done!’

Last summer, Courts Excelsior 4634 and

Roebuck 2510 enjoyed a trip to Bridlington.

Kath Smart from Court 4634 reports: ‘As a

young Forester | always enjoyed the AOF

annual day trips to the coast, as did my son.

Before the Covid pandemic we would hire a coach to coincide with the annual
Open Day of the Foresters Convalescent Home at Bridlington, inviting other local
Courts to join us. To revive the tradition, we combined forces with Court 2510
and on Sunday 7 July we visited the east coast once again! Bridlington’s south
beach retains much of its charm and we hired a pair of ‘chateaux’ for the day.
Some of us paddled in the sea and everyone had fish and chips and ice-cream.
Even the weather was forgiving - just a couple of showers in classic seaside
style. The day was a great success.’

In October, Court Marquis Grand

United 4727 shared news that they

have teamed up with a local football

team. The Court reports: ‘We're

delighted to have donated £550 to

the Colton Football Club’s Under 9s

team. This donation helped provide

them with brand-new shirts and we couldn’t be happier to see them in action.

At Foresters, we believe in giving back and strengthening our local community.
Supporting youth sport in the local area is just one of the ways we’re helping to
make a difference.’
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During her year as Chief Ranger of Court Children of the Forest 3710,
Rebecca Garner chose Ward 31 of Hull’s Castle Hill Hospital as the Court’s
charity. In September 2024, Rebecca presented Ward 31 with a £650
cheque from the Court. Rebecca writes: ‘| chose this ward especially as
they took great care of my late grandfather, Wiliam Howard Beech. He was
also a member of Court 3710 before passing away from cancer in January
2020. | miss him dearly and the money raised will go towards new items to
help keep patients and their loved ones looked after in difficult times. Lucy,
the nurse in the photo who kindly accepted the cheque, remembered my
grandfather from his time on the ward. | would like to say a massive thank
you to everyone on Ward 31 at Castle Hill Hospital. They do their best with
very limited funds. The £650 was raised from raffles at Court meetings and
functions. Thank you to all my fellow members who contributed.’

Alison Davies, Secretary of Court Chatsworth 2337, ~

reports: ‘Members celebrated the 175th anniversary of Court William & Mary 332 hosted a Crown Green
their Court at an excellent dinner on 8 November 2024. bowls tournament on 28 July. Adrian Fish, Court

A raffle raised £400 for Pathways, a charity supporting Secretary, reports from Thongsbridge Bowling Club
homeless and vulnerable people in Chesterfield and in Huddersfield: ‘Excellent day for the annual bowls

the surrounding area. Generous Court members also
donated rucksacks, sleeping bags, warm clothes,

competition. There were 32 bowlers and 20 or more
o . spectators. Nice buffet lunch, weather perfect as usual
toiletries and food. All were gratefully received by and the event raised £272 for our Court Chief Ranger’s

representatives of thelcharity.’ Alison is.piotured with charity. Patricia Taylor, Chief Ranger, presented prizes to
Mike Black, Court Chief Ranger, and Sian and Rebecca the winners, Alan Hufton and Sam Hough.’

from Pathways.
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MEMBER MOMENTS

NORTH WESTERN

>

NORTH ‘
WESTERN

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew

Court British Lion 44
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Edgmond 2447
Jayne 01952 403 489

Court Faithful Abraham 1549
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122
Peter 0161 283 8518

Court Garibaldi’s Rest 4075
Ted 01226 289 408

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Livingstone 6050
Katarzyna 01229 463 554

Court Manchester’s Honour No.1
Christopher 0161 338 5606

Court Min-Y-Don 1464
Frank 01492 517 952

Court Promise 153
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Royal Windermere 697
Veronica 01524 593 768

Court Tunstall 1839
Tony 07990 307 339

Court William Henry No.70
Karen 07904 624 780

Lunch near Leek

Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, was
among the attendees at the North
Western Area Lunch in September

2024. Our reporter writes: ‘84 members
attended the lunch at the Westwood

Golf Club near Leek. We were pleased to
welcome our High Chief Ranger, who gave
a brief presentation about her chosen
charity, The Rivers Trust. A raffle raised
£246, which will go towards her appeal.’
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Hamlet help

Based in Wigan, The Hamlet is a community organisation which supports
young adults with additional needs. Trainees aged 19-25 develop skills

for their future by working on site. The Hamlet’s training roles include The
Nest Café, Lakeside Printing, and The Woodlands retail outlets which sell
food and basics. On 12 June, Brooklyn Andrew, Area Secretary, visited The
Nest Café to present The Hamlet team with a cheque from Foresters for
£6,000. The Hamlet responded: ‘We can’t thank the Society enough for their
incredible donation. We are truly grateful for your support. Funding is always
needed to help us stay sustainable and grow our offer. Thank you once
again from all at The Hamlet'.

Well done Lewis!

Lewis Haldane, a young member of Courts

Manchester’s Honour No.1 and British Lion 44,

asked if Foresters could help his school with their

plans to create a sensory garden. Court No.1

reports: ‘Lewis joins in our Court meetings with his

parents and brother. We made a £500 donation

towards the cost of materials for the garden. At our next meeting Lewis

had prepared a presentation to show us that the work had begun. He did a
speech in front of us all. In July, Lewis was awarded a trophy and ‘Community
Service’ certificate from his school for all his hard work supporting the project.’



MEMBER MOMENTS

NORTH WESTERN

Animal magic

On 27 July, members
enjoyed the North
Western Area outing
to Blackpool Zoo.
Our wildlife reporter
writes: ‘We had a
fantastic day out.
There were 33
attendees and the
weather was perfect.
Younger members
enjoyed hand feeding
the birds and lots

of ice cream treats.
Thank you to all who
attended.’

On target

Saturday 21 September saw members
of Court Edgmond 2447 take up bows
and arrows. The Court reports: '13
attendees took part in a Have a Go
session at Audco Archers in Newport.
We had a very enjoyable time shooting
at targets and 3D models. Luckily

the weather was kind and afterwards
everyone received a certificate. Five
attendees have asked about completing
one of the club’s numerous beginners’
courses.’
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MEMBER MOMENTS

THAMES VALLEY

THAMES VALLEY

Area Secretary
Alan Howes

Court Alma 2768
Beverley 01264 781 765

Court Bold Robin Hood 5131
Alan 01869 253 699

Court Centenary 2028
Vee 01494 714 827

Court Crowood 4644
Mary 01672 520 908

Court Earl Leofric 4536
Kirsty 01902 342 918

Court Loyal Oxonian
St. Frideswide 2991
Sharon 01869 240 528

Court Pride Of Reading 4961
Mandy 07733 478 777

Court Pride Of The Hill 5044
Peter 01491 834 758

Court Pride Of The Loddon 5562
Taryn 07759 819 363

Court Pride Of Wellington 4558
Eric 01635 863 765 Area autumn lunch

Court Robin Hood & Merry Men
of Sherwood Forest 4265

The Thames Valley Area held an Autumn Lunch on Sunday 29 September.

Barry 01344 884 903 Our reporter writes: ‘37 members enjoyed good company, conversation and
Court Victoria & lvanhoe 7626 a lovely lunch at Shillingford Bridge Hotel in Wallingford, Oxfordshire. A raffle
Sharon 01869 240 528 raised £135 for the 2024-2025 Area charity, Restore.’

In Memoriam - Janet Launchbury

With deep sadness we report the passing on 8 October of Sis. Janet
LLaunchbury, Past High Chief Ranger’s Lady, aged 86. Janet was enrolled
into the Society by her father. She was an active member at District, Area
and Court level, and supported her husband Bro. Jim Launchbury during
his term of office as High Chief Ranger in 2009-2010. Sis. Janet was a
much-loved member of Courts Loyal Oxonian St Frideswide 2991, Earl
Leofric 4536, Pride of Reading 4961 and Victoria & Ivanhoe 7626 in the
Thames Valley Area. She was also a member of other Courts in the Society.
Sis. Janet will be greatly missed by many. We offer our condolences and
best wishes to Bro. Jim, Sis. Janet’s family and friends.
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MEMBER MOMENTS

SOUTH LONDON

Sunny Streatham

On Sunday 11 August, Court Planet of Streatham 3408 held a picnic on
Streatham Common. lan Pudney, Court Secretary, reports: ‘18 members enjoyed
the day in glorious sunshine. Among them we were honoured to have present Jo
Andrew, High Chief Ranger, Gail Lancaster, High Sub-Chief Ranger, and Janet
Clements, Past High Chief Ranger, whose birthday we celebrated. There was also
a quiz and a raffle which raised £76 for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal.’

Diamond couple

Congratulations to Bill and Hilary Norsworthy

who celebrated their Diamond wedding

anniversary on 5 September 2024. The couple

are members of various Courts in the South

London Area and have both held several Court

offices over the years. To celebrate their anniversary, Hilary and Bill invited 32
close friends and relations to a Sunday roast at the Bromley Court Hotel. Hilary
writes: ‘I was 15 and Bill was 16 when we met. All our friends at the meal we have
known since being teenagers. The vast majority attending were also Foresters!’

Wandle wander

Members from Court Wellington
3449 joined in with The Rivers Trust
initiative the Big River Watch. On
Sunday 8 September, members

of various ages put on their wellies
and recorded the wildlife they saw
at their local river, the Wandle.
Among the sightings were ducks,
swans, Canada geese, coots,
moorhens and grey herons.

b

SOUTH ‘

LONDON

Area Secretary

Hazel Pudney

Court Apollo 3861

Janet 01708 478 980

Court British Flag 3213
Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290
Court Eleanor Rummyn 3182
Catherine 01483 481 203
Court Foresters Fancy 1968
Cheryl 07885 761 787

Court Foresters’ Glory 2242
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Guildford Castle 3094
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Nelson’s Pride 2338
Mike 020 8333 7668

Court Newark Abbey 4675
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Planet Of Streatham 3408
lan 07856 747 299

Court Runnymede 2089
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Wellington 3449
Rosemary 020 8652 7467

Court Wellington Hope 2215
Brenda 01474 568 459

Foresters always enjoy meeting for a meal and the South London Area is no
exception. On 27 June, Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399 reported a ‘Lovely
afternoon tea at Squire’s Garden Centre at Badshot Lea. It was a very warm
day and enjoyed by all.” On 1 December meanwhile, members of Court
Apollo 3861 enjoyed a Sunday lunch. Court member Avril Ashford reports: ‘It
was a lovely meal. Thank you to Janet, our Secretary, for arranging it.’
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OUT AND ABOUT
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NATIONAL

DIARY DATES

JUNE 2025

21-283  High Court 2025 — Telford
International Centre, Telford

Contact details:

Court Helpdesk
0800 101 8310
cheg@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Court Development Officers
Brooklyn Andrew

Sharon Blunsdon

Norrie Dudgeon

Bruce Hicks

Trish Slade
cdo@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

High Chief Ranger
jandrew@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Foresters Brass
forestersbrass@gmail.com

Court email addresses

The email address for each Court has
the same format — the Court number
followed by the Society email address.

For example:
Court1234@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Out and About

with. Toresters

Grant’s Isle
of Wight
Challenge

Regular readers will know that Grant Streader,

Head of Insurance Operations at Foresters,

likes to do something to support the High

Chief Ranger’s charity appeal. Grant reports,

‘Last year | was lucky enough to get a place

at the 2024 London Marathon and ran it for

John Springham’s charity, Youth Sport Trust

[see ‘Challenges completed’, Miscellany 1645,

p42-43 — Ed.] This year, | have decided to go a little further.” On 3 May 2025, Grant
will take part in the Isle of Wight Challenge, an Ultra Marathon around the entire
island. Starting and ending at Chale, the course will see Grant follow the coastline for
106km (almost 66 miles and equivalent to 2.5 marathons), taking in an elevation of
1,800 metres. Grant’s efforts are all in aid of the High Chief Ranger’s appeal for
The Rivers Trust.

To prepare, he has followed an intense training plan including running, aerobics

and football. ‘My training will peak and trough as | aim to come into late April
relatively fresh. | am currently in an intense block, running about 80km a week. If
anyone would like to make donation, big or small, your support would be hugely
appreciated.” Donations can be made via transfers to the High Chief Ranger’s Appeal
CIF Account. Please advise the finance team that your donation is in support of
Grant’s Ultra Challenge. Donations can also be made online via Grant’s page on the
JustGiving website: www.justgiving.com/page/grant-streader-1728984209715

Court Secretaries Conference

The 2024 Court Secretaries’ Conference took place on Saturday £500 for the High Chief Ranger’s charity, The Rivers Trust. Our

7 September at the Leonardo Hotel in Hinckley, Leicestershire. reporter writes: ‘It was a very enjoyable conference, brilliantly
There were 137 attendees, representing 112 Courts. Organised organised and definitely worth being there. Thank you to Michelle
by Michelle Collins, Court Services Manager, the agenda included and all the individual presenters.’

presentations, workshops and breakout sessions. A raffle raised
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OUT AND ABOUT

Festive
Forrie Bears

Well done to Margaret Poulter of Court
Perseverance 1586, who won the Forrie Bear
Christmas Jumper Competition. The competition -
launched by Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, on 15
November - invited members to design a Christmas
jumper for one of the Society’s Forrie Bear teddies.
It was just for fun but there was a prize. The winner
would receive their very own Forrie Bear, wearing

a jumper resembling their design and kindly knitted
by Janet Clements, Past High Chief Ranger. Entries
closed on the last day of 2024 and High Chief
Ranger Jo judged the entries in January. Margaret’s
winning design is reproduced here, along with a
photo of the completed teddy. Jo Andrew, High
Chief Ranger, presented it to Helen Mackinnon,
Margaret’s Court Secretary, at the 2025 Northern
Conference. [Congratulations Margaret, great use of
the Foresters logo - Ed.]

HCR appeal bake off

Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, announced a tasty fundraising
idea on 4 October - a river-themed baking challenge. ‘To support
my appeal for The Rivers Trust, bake or buy some sweet or
savoury treats then sell them for a small fee at your next social
event or meeting. This is a fun way to support the charity and |
encourage everyone to get involved.” Among those who joined in
were the Southampton office team, who posted photos of their
bakes on the Society’s Facebook page then invited members to
choose their favourite. The winner was Laura Rowe’s swan cake.
[Well done Laura and all the bakers who took part — Ed.]

Christmas quiz

On 11 December, members took part in an online
fundraising quiz. Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, hosted with
support from Gail Lancaster, High Sub-Chief Ranger. The
enjoyable evening included questions about the Society,

rivers, Christmas television, and sweets! Christmas attire
was encouraged and the quiz raised £52 for The Rivers
Trust. After three tie-break questions, the eventual winners
were the team from Court Wellington 3449. Teams from
Courts Industry of Cobden 1752 and Verulam Excelsior
6054 were second and third. High Chief Ranger Jo thanked
all the participants and wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
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OUT AND ABOUT

Janet and Kenneth'’s
wedding

Congratulations to Kenneth Whitehead and Janet Clements who
married on Sunday 15 December. Many members will know Sis.
Janet through her service to the Society. Besides being a Past High
Chief Ranger, she is a Court Secretary, former Area Co-ordinator
and sits on the Board as a Non-Executive Member Director. [She
was also one of my esteemed predecessors as Miscellany editor —
Ed.] Bro. Kenneth is a member of Court Wellington 3538.

The service took place at All Saints Church in Renhold, near .

Bedford. Many of the attendees were Foresters. Reverend lan

Smith, who led the service, is also a Court Secretary. Matron

of honour Madelaine Harris - who made the beautiful cake - is Our reporter writes: ‘Friends and family from different parts of the
a member of several Courts. The other bridesmaids were Jo world came together to celebrate with Janet and Kenneth. The
Andrew (High Chief Ranger), Gail Lancaster (High Sub-Chief service was also videoed live to the couple’s many friends and
Ranger) and Nyisha Davis, Kenneth’s niece. Foresters Brass relatives who could not be present in person. Afterwards, the
provided the service music plus Hazel Pudney, Royal College of delicious refreshments included British and Guyanese food. Later
Music soprano (and South London Area Secretary), sang during in the evening over 100 guests enjoyed a meal, speeches and
the signing of the register. dancing in the nearby Tithe Barn. It was a wonderful day’
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CROSSWORD 19

V

3

JUST FOR FUN

10

21

Across Down
1. 2024 High Court venue (11) 2. Coal miner (7)
° 9. 2025 High Court venue (7) 3. Chess piece (4)
10. Neeps (5) 4. Consecrate (6)
11. Piece (4) 5. Hurdle (8)
12. Enormous (8) 6. King Alfred, the ___ (5)
14. HCR charity, 7. Canterbury river (5)
The Rivers __ (5) 8. Seaside (5)

15. B ie Scottish river? (5
onnie Scottish iver? (5) 5\ yventure ®)

20. Desists (8
esists (8) 16. Peak District river (7)
19 22. iver (4
Sussex river (4) 17. Nottingham river (5)
24. Samurai (5) 18. HCR, Jo ___ (6)
25. Wealthiest (7)

o3 19. Order motto __,
. 26. Chester river (3) Benevolence, Concord (5)
24 25 27. Newcastle river (4) 21. Court 1968,
Forest
28. Garland (6) oresters __(5)
. 26 23. Pain (4)
27 28

Answers to be published in the following edition

Answers
in the next
edition
2
2 4
9 1
6 8|2
8 4|1 9
8 | 4
9
S 3

SOLUTION TO ISSUE 1645

7/9(1[4]|5|3]|6|8]|2

6/5/2|7[1/8[3|9|4

8/3/4]|6|2(9]|7]1]5

How to play: 5/2(8[1]6]7]|9[4]3
, 9[1/7]|2|3[4]|5|6]|8

Complete the grid so 3lalelslolslilzl7
that every row, column [, Tels 9171612151
and 3x 3 boxcontains [5T¢lsl3l8l1lal7]9
the numbers 1 to 9. 117]9|5]al2]8]3]6

Answers to Crossword 18 (issue 1645)

Across: 1.Southport 8. Gang 9. Morecambe 10. Nestle
13. Levett 15. Order 16. Hyena 17. Orion 18. Dread
21. Defuse 22. Relent 25. Rochester 26. Ally 27. Refresher

Down: 2. Ozone 3. Treat 4. Prayer 5. Rubble 6. Tangerine
7. Egypt 11. Sheffield 12. Loads 14. Erode 16. Hadrian
19. Remove 20. Archer 23. Lists 24. Niece
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JUST FOR FUN

Issue 1645 Wordsearch - solution
The 18 incomplete Court names to find were:

Brave Old Oak

Children of The Forest

Farmer’s Ploughboy
Flower of England
Friar Tuck

Giant’s Causeway
Gunners’ Delight
Industry of Cobden
Maberley Wyndham
Maid Marion
Marquis of Bute
Planet of Streatham
Semper Fidelis
Tubal Cain

Vale Of Avon
Verulam Excelsior
Victoria & lvanhoe

Watt Villa
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To write in to Miscellany:

email: editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Post: Miscellany, Foresters Friendly Society,

Genesis Centre, Innovation Way,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4BF

Freepost:
Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY



FSresters

Miscellany is your membership magazine - MBCEMAN‘%
for you, about you, your community of
friends. If you would like to receive future

editions, please let us know.

foryou) Your: Community of friands

Inside each edition you can read about the great
social events we offer and the fundraising work High o

we do for charities, all while having fun. You can ourt and beyong,
subscribe to Miscellany as a benefit of belonging R P —
to Foresters Friendly Society.

To receive Miscellany by subscription visit our website at
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

Alternatively, you can complete and return the form below.
(Photocopied and scanned forms will be accepted if you don’t
want to cut up your magazine). You can also subscribe by
contacting your Court Secretary.

When you subscribe you will be automatically entered into our
FREE PRIZE DRAW for £250. Enter now so you don’t miss out!

Please enter your details below using capital letters and return to:
Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Title: How would you like
. . ’
Eirst Name: to receive Miscellany?
Print subscription
Surname: P D
Address: Online subscription D
Terms and conditions: Free Prize Draw. You must be
a Foresters member aged 16 or over. Employees or
Post code: agencies of Foresters Friendly Society or their immediate
family members, or anyone else connected with the Prize
Contact number: Draw, may subscribe to Miscellany but may not enter
the free Prize Draw. The winner will be chosen at random
Email address: and informed after the Draw closes. The editor’s decision
is final. For full Terms and Conditions visit
Court name/number: www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany
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Join the group today to:

® keep up to date with the latest goings on across our network of Courts
® share news and photos from your Court with other Foresters

@® access online copies of Miscellany magazine

@® enjoy a first glimpse of forthcoming Miscellany articles

The Foresters Miscellany group has been set up as ‘Private’. This means there is no advertising
and no spam. Furthermore, nobody else on Facebook can see who’s in the group and what is
posted there.

To join the Miscellany group, you will need to have a Facebook account.
Then follow these simple steps:

1. Search for ‘Foresters Miscellany’ on Facebook or type in the following URL:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540397172820498/

2. Click the blue ‘Join Group’ button.
3. Answer the two simple questions that appear onscreen and click ‘Submit’

(The questions help the group administrators to confirm that you are a Foresters member.
Only the administrators of the group will see your answers.)

The group administrator will then review your answers and add you into the group.
It’s as simple as that!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Editor at:
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk





