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\/Vdcoww to Miscellany

“Roll up, roll wp for the magical wmystery towr’ - e seaties

ello and welcome to Miscellany. | hope that fellow Foresters % ! .
and friends everywhere are keeping well. In this edition we i s i M ;
meet Gail Lancaster, our High Chief Ranger, and her chosen | oy A - '
charity, Alzheimer’s Society. Jo Andrew, Inmediate Past T '
High Chief Ranger, looks back at her year in office, plus The Rivers ; e
Trust show how we can continue to help them. There is a report on S
the 2025 Foresters conferences plus another update from Richard
Dickinson, Chief Executive. We also hear news from members up s
and down the land. Keep an eye out for swimmers, dancing queens, iy “‘I't'--'——._
alpaca trackers, even Laurel and Hardy. EA

As always, | am very grateful for all articles a large group outing by bus. For example, during
submitted. Thank you to everyone who sent in High Court 1953 a fleet took delegates and their
+i1% photos and reports for publication - and sorry for families to Flamborough Head for the launch of
7-’-\‘ ¥ being unable to include them all. | say this every the ‘Friendly Forester’ lifeboat. The more | thought
ot time but only because it’s true. Miscellany wouldn’t about Foresters and buses, the more similarities
"3 exist without your support, so please keep articles appeared.
% ,;': Ll In law, a hypothetical ordinary person is ‘the man on
o The centrepiece of this edition is High Court 2025, the Clapham Omnibus’. In publishing, an omnibus
the Society’s AGM weekend. Regular readers may is a collection of writing compiled in a single
‘ feel that these reports are a bit like buses. Wait for volume. So is a miscellany. The word omnibus

a while, then two appear in succession. | have been derives from Latin, ‘omnis’ meaning ‘for all’. Buses
thinking a lot about are miscellaneous and ‘for all’. They are different,
buses recently. spread nationwide yet serve local communities and
During High Court, help people journey through life. Sound familiar?

| chatted with Peter Maybe Foresters is a bit like a bus company.
Nixon, Curator
at the Foresters
Museum. He
revealed that the museum collection includes a
Foresters model bus. | was intrigued. Your Editor
and Mrs Editor have two boys, who are both bus
fans.

Bus companies also evolve to meet passengers’
needs. Routes and timetables change. Vehicles
are modernised. Much to our boys’ excitement,
buses near us now run on electricity or hydrogen.
Foresters too must adapt for the future. On the
following pages we hear about some changes.
Hopefully, we will travel together safely and

As Editor, | regularly receive articles about successfully. Yours fraternally,

Foresters bus trips. Many social events involve
catching one - into town, to the seaside, perhaps
a mystery tour. Past High Courts often included

Rory Walsh, Editor

To receive Miscellany by subscription, please visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

Thank yow everyone for yowr condinbutions to Miscellany,

The deadline for submissions for the next issue is 31 January 2026.

Please note that for better reproduction photographs need to be a high resolution,
ideally 300dpi. If you do not want your photograph published please inform me
by email at the address below. The editor reserves the right to edit and condense
contributions or publish articles at a later date.
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Richard Dickinson

Last year, 2024, was busy to say the least. We celebrated some
big wins. We opened a new Court in Northern Ireland (Giant’s
Causeway 2024), refreshed the member website and completed
most of the Court bank account transfers to RBS. We have
developed a brand-new Court Portal, making life easier for our
Court officers. And of course we marked our incredible 190th
anniversary, a real reminder of how far we've come.

Why we’re moving away from selling insurance

In April 2024, we stopped selling With-Profits policies, keeping
only Unit-Linked products for a short while. By September 2024
the Board made the call to close to all new individual business.
The reason? Our products just weren’t reaching the scale needed
to make them sustainable.

To give you an idea; a £1,000 ISA only brings in about £20 a year
in revenue but still needs to be serviced. Developing new versions
would cost at least £600,000 - and we’d need to sell 30,000 new
ISAs just to break even. Meanwhile, our surplus capital has been
steadily shrinking.

Put simply, running our own insurance business no longer makes
financial sense, nor is it in the interest of our policyholders and
Court members. The best way to protect both policyholders and
members is through a Partial Transfer of Engagements. That is,
moving the insurance policies to another friendly society while
keeping our benevolent Society alive and thriving.

What This Means for You

If you’re a policyholder, nothing changes for now. Your financial
security is exactly the same as before. A transfer could even mean
better returns and service in the future. For all our members, the
change would mean removing the risk of having to dip into Court
funds to support the insurance side of Foresters.

Plus, good news - we can remain an incorporated friendly society
without selling insurance. In fact, this takes us back to our roots.
Before modern insurance, Foresters was about people helping
people - through benevolent funds, community events, and mutual
support.

What happens next

A transfer like this can’t happen overnight. Policyholders would
need to vote, with at least 75% of those voting saying ‘yes’. At
High Court 2025 we changed our Society rules to allow for that
vote to take place. However, our members and ultimately the High
Court delegates would also need to approve any final transfer.

If a transfer doesn’t go ahead, we have other options - but these
will not be better for our policyholders and our Court members.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

A new Foresters chapter -
shaping our future together

If there’s one thing our 190-year history proves, it’s that
Foresters know how to adapt. We’ve been through changing
economies, new regulations, the arrival of the welfare state...
you name it. Each time, we’ve come out stronger. Now, in
2025, we’re taking another big step forward.

We could manage existing policies ourselves, though that could
mean calling on Court funds. As a very last resort, we may need
to dissolve the Society. But | am firmly of the belief that we can
secure a Partial Transfer of Engagements that is in the interests of
everyone.

We hope to complete the transfer of the insurance policies in
2027. | will, of course, keep you all updated on progress, as and
when | can. | will continue to run my Strategy webinars this year
and next, to make sure you all have the opportunity to hear about
the latest developments, voice your thoughts and ask me any
questions. Please contact your Court Secretary if you would like
details on how to join these webinars.

The future of the Courts

Our Courts (otherwise known as branches) are in great shape
financially, with around £100 million in ring-fenced resources. The
key to keeping them strong is growing our membership. That's why
we’re developing a new membership offering, focused on benevolent
benefits - something that’s always been part of who we are.

If we become a ‘benevolent-only’ Society, we can streamline our
structure, saving over half a million pounds a year. Even after hiring a
dedicated Court CEO, that means more money to support members
and less spent on administration.

Evolution, not revolution

This isn’t about tearing things up, it's about moving with the times
while staying true to our ethos. We've always been there for each

other, and that won’t change. The next chapter in our story will be
about connection, community, and care - just like it’s always been.

The launch of our new membership offer ‘Foresters Plus’ is the start
of that journey. You can find out more about Foresters Plus overleaf.
We are working hard behind the scenes to deliver a Society that will
be celebrating its next 190 years in the year 2215.

| would like to thank all of you for your continued support and all the
feedback that we have received to date which has helped form the
future direction of the Society.

Yours fraternally,

Kichard

Richard Dickinson,
Chief Executive Officer
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FORESTERS PLUS

Intfroducing Foresters Plus

Foresters Plus is the newest membership offering from
Foresters Friendly Society, designed to deliver more value to each
individual member, whilst maintaining our tradition of benevolence,
friendship, camaraderie, and member support.

All these benefits all in one place

%

Shopping & lifestyle  Access to Financial
discounts Foresters Care  support for you
- ' o
W '. /
3”” \/ ".' .l—:'
Financial support Healthcare Convalescent
for children grants grants

"

Educational Social Help at
Award grants Events Home grants

Y,
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FORESTERS PLUS

More benefits, more value,
same community spirit!

We're delighted to introduce you to Foresters Plus, the newest membership offering
from Foresters Friendly Society. Launching in January 2026, Foresters Plus is designed
to deliver more value to each individual member, while maintaining our traditions of
benevolence, friendship, camaraderie, and member support.

What your Foresters Plus New prices from January 2026
membership includes

Shopping and lifestyle discounts

From 1 January 2026, your Foresters Membership called ‘Foresters Plus’ will
include access to shopping and lifestyle discounts brought to you by our trusted
partner, Parliament Hill. Whether it’s your weekly grocery shop, reducing your
utility bills or a weekend take-away delivered to your door, there are discounts that
could save you money.

Individual

Membership
£30 per year

Allows you to claim benevolent,
social and head office (central)
grants. Claims can be made
after 12 months of Foresters
membership, from the date your
membership started.

Our members could save hundreds of pounds each year, by using only a handful
of deals and discounts available through Foresters Plus. With over 2,000 brands
included, savings range from shopping and lifestyle, travel and experiences, well-
being, advice, insurance and so much more.

Plus all of this...

On top of the exciting new discounts, your Foresters membership continues to
offer you a range of incredible benefits. These include exclusive discretionary
grants (Educational Awards, support grants for adults and children, convalescent
grants and more), meaningful support provided by Foresters Care, and a calendar
of fun member organised social events.

We’re here to help you make the most out of every part of your membership. If
you’re unsure of how to access your member benefits, or to find out more, visit:
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/membership/member-benefits/

Household

Membership
£55 per year

Household membership includes the
same benefits as Individual membership
for a maximum of 2 adults and 1 child
up to the age of 16, living in the same
household. Additional children
thereafter £5 each per year,
until 16 years of age.

Foresters Plus is packed with value -
for a surprisingly small cost

From 1 January 2026, we’re changing the price of our membership. The

new price of £30 per year will help us to continue improving our membership
experience. It also reflects the great value of everything included, from the brand-
new shopping and lifestyle discount platform to all the existing benefits our
members already enjoy - all designed to help improve the lives of our members.
That’s been our mission since 1834 and that tradition lives on through you.

What happens next?

We’ll be contacting all our members to provide further details ahead of their renewal.
Thanks again for being a member of Foresters Friendly Society.
We hope you will enjoy making the most of all that Foresters Plus has to offer!

Our next issue of Miscellany will provide details on phase two of Foresters Plus,
with more exciting developments coming in the future.

Terms and conditions apply. Financial grants are discretionary and depend on your individual circumstances. Qualifying periods
apply. The membership benefits we provide aren’t requlated by the Financial Conduct Authority or the Prudential Regulation
Authority and are regularly reviewed by us to ensure they are relevant to our members.
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HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Jo Andrew,
Past High Chief
Ranger, looks
back upon her
year in office

Dear fellow Foresters,

It was an absolute privilege to serve as your High Chief Ranger.

| was delighted to have the opportunity to meet so many
members and visit so many Courts up and down the land. |
shared this experience with my consorts, my wonderful husband
Warren and my friend Chris Moore (also known as my ‘work
husband’, which made for some great conversations and laughs).
We were made to feel so welcome by all the members and Courts
we received invitations from.

It was also a pleasure to welcome delegates to Telford
International Centre for High Court 2025. | have been attending
High Court all my life. My first was when | was seven months old.
Not as a delegate obviously but with my parents, Pat and Mick
O’Connor. | have always enjoyed High Court, meeting fellow
Foresters from all over the country. | have had the privilege to
call many members ‘auntie’ and ‘uncle’ and still consider them
extended family.

As a Society, we excel with our support of all different charities.
Nominating a charity for the 2024-25 annual appeal was a

great honour. | would like to say thank you to everyone who
supported my appeal for The Rivers Trust. A huge thank you goes
to everyone who purchased merchandise and calendars, who
donated and fundraised money, who completed challenges - from
skydives and Ultra Marathons, to bake sales and row-a-thons -
and much more. Your generosity is truly inspiring. It also reflects
exactly what Foresters is all about: giving back, creating positive
change, and supporting the world around us.

The Rivers Trust appeal was very on-trend, given events that
happened throughout my term in office: flooding, drought,
pollution incidents, habitat losses. Thanks to your efforts, The
Rivers Trust can continue their vital mission to protect, restore and
champion healthy rivers, for people and wildlife alike. While | write
this, | would like to take the opportunity to wish Gail Lancaster,
our new High Chief Ranger, the very best for her charity appeal.

| know you will show Gail the same incredible Foresters support
that you have shown to me.

The support | have had from the Society and my wonderful family
- especially my daughter Brooklyn - has been amazing. A special
mention, however, must go to four people who were with me, and
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kept me on track, throughout the year. | would like to thank them
individually.

Firstly, Laura Allcock, Court Marketing Manager, for all the
assistance she gave me during the charity appeal. My consort
and friend Chris Moore, who did all the heavy lifting, drove me
around, and reminded me where we were and where we were
going next. Gail Lancaster, who as High Sub-Chief Ranger was
my ‘wing woman’ throughout the year. Lastly, | would like to thank
the most important person in my life - my husband Warren, who
was left at home on many occasions looking after our two huskies
while | was out and about visiting different Courts.

We have seen many changes in Foresters since | was installed
as High Chief Ranger at High Court 2024. We have a new Chief
Executive, a new Board of directors and a new membership
offer, Foresters Plus. The future may feel a little uncertain. Yet,

in keeping with what feels like a new tradition, | suggest that the
future is still ours to create.

Yours fraternally,

Jo

Jo Andrew,

Immediate Past High Chief Ranger



Jo helping at a Court raffle

HIGH CHIEF RANGER

With husband Warren at the High Court Gala Dinner

All set for High Court 2025

P

Fores
Friendly ¢

Conference season
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NATIONAL CHARITY

Community engagement

Healthy rivers - free of pollutants and rich in biodiversity - benefit flora,
fauna and people. The Rivers Trust, our immediate Past High Chief
Ranger’s charity, invite us all to get involved.

We all rely on healthy river catchments to provide our
water, grow our food and support our wider infrastructure.
Healthy rivers and catchments can also reduce the risk of
flood events, plus the mental and physical health benefits
of spending time in quality green and blue space are
extraordinary. It is no surprise then that passionate people
across the UK and Ireland work with our local Trusts. From
volunteering on the ground to campaigning and fundraising,
our fight for healthier waterways couldn’t be fought without
the passionate support of local communities - including
some incredible people we've met at Foresters.

Across the Rivers Trust Movement, more than 20,000
volunteers a year muddy their boots by taking part in river
cleans, citizen science activities, invasive species removal
and tree planting. We’ve worked with thousands of farmers,
inspired school children, and collaborated with many local
communities to improve nature, educate future generations
and improve mental well-being. These collective efforts
create a big impact across river catchments. Here are just
some examples of how connecting with communities helps
us improve our rivers:

Water friendly farming

Working with farms is central to Mersey Rivers Trust’s work
to improve water quality in the Upper Weaver catchment.

In this project, Bentley Environmental Foundation provided
funding for a trainee farm advisor to help develop a Farm
Water Management Plan. The plan recommends water-
friendly farming methods, like managing surface water,
run-off, slurry and managing livestock with fencing. This
project is a brilliant example of collaboration with farming
communities to protect waterways.

Restoring rivers and communities

With funding from the Greggs Foundation, Thames21
worked with some of Greater London’s most deprived
communities, making improvements to the environment

and mental well-being of dedicated volunteers at local
health charity, Ashford Place. Volunteers contributed to river
restoration projects, making the River Brent more accessible
by clearing vegetation and carrying out litter picks. The
nature-based activities provided volunteers with a strong
sense of self and helped to counteract depression. A win for
people and nature.

Making waves

As well as reaching out to community groups who deliver
environmental and social improvements, we collaborate with
river users too. Swimmers, rowers, anglers, and kayakers all
act as the eyes and voices of rivers. Their deep connection
to the water offers an important perspective. River users

are often see changes to river characteristics, like flow
levels and pollution, in real time. They also have first-hand
experience of the physical and mental benefits of being
amongst nature. By sharing their experiences, recreational
and sporting communities play a crucial role in championing
healthy waterways.

We are making waves by collaborating with like-minded
communities. We still need more and better data though
to pinpoint the pressures that rivers face. This provides
opportunities for anyone to get involved in supporting our
rivers. Citizen science enlists members of the public to fill
data gaps and contribute to scientific knowledge. Beyond
being a valuable tool for improving our understanding of

Last year, over 7,000 people took
part in the Big River Watch. 4,300

surveys were submitted and the
equivalent of 76 days were spent
river watching!

8 FORESTERS MISCELLANY



NATIONAL CHARITY

river health, citizen science projects such as our Big River
Watch help foster the collaboration of local communities and

S RIVER

strengthens their connections to their local waterways. ﬂj
Big River Watch I-E WATCH
e T T

The Rivers Trust invites everyone to take part in the Big

River Watch. This helps us to paint a picture of river health 3 q 3 .
across the UK and Ireland. Whoever you are and wherever To take part in the Blg River Watch:
you live, if you can access a river, you can get involved. All Download the free Big River Watch app on your
you need to do is spend just 15 minutes observing your local smartphone before visiting your chosen river.
river and answer a simple survey on what you can see - from

wildlife and plants to the speed the water flows and whether E E

there are any signs of pollution. |

Your simple observational data can help strengthen our work

and support policy change. It also helps us identify the best E -

places for river clean ups and the implementation of nature-
based solutions, like wetlands for example. The Big River
Watch takes place each April and September but you can
send your data at any time throughout the year; it all makes + Spend 15 minutes observing and answer the
a difference in helping us to understand more about the survey questions

health of our rivers.

* Pick ariverside location - your favourite spot or get
to know somewhere new!

Positive River News

Salmon School sessions, led by Thames Rivers Trusts,
are now complete! The length of the Thames was
e-DNA tested for salmon (and other species) by

Year 6 students, led by local Rivers Trusts.

The Contact us...

Rivers Email: info@theriverstrust.org
Trust Website: www.theriverstrust.org

FORESTERS MISCELLANY 9



HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Introducing
Gail Lancaster,
our High Chief
Ranger for
2025-26

Dear friends,

The opportunity to stand for the role of High Chief Ranger is

an experience beyond my expectations. To be voted into office

at High Court 2025 was truly humbling. | would like to take a
moment to say a sincere thank you to all members who voted for
me. | will spend the next year serving the Society and its members
to the best of my ability.

My Foresters journey started with the late Sis. Sylvia Jones. She
introduced me to Foresters in 2015. It seems so long ago now
but in other ways only like yesterday. At the time Sylvia and | both
served on the board of a local charity in Rhondda Cynon Taff in
South Wales. Sylvia informed me that the role as Secretary for
Court Marquis of Bute 2842 was going to be available and would
be perfect for me... it must have been as | am still here!

| later became the Wales and the Borders Area Co-ordinator until
the post was made redundant. | became temporary Secretary for
Courts Loyal Hope 2949 and Bailey 2751 (of which | later became
the permanent Secretary). | was also lucky to be the Assistant
Secretary for Courts Wellington 3538 and Apollo 3861 for a few
years. At High Court 2022, | was elected on to the Membership
Committee. | am presently the project lead on Communications
and work alongside other Committee members on the National
Visibility Project.

If there was one thing that | would
like to achieve from this partnership
between Foresters and Alzheimer’s
Society, it would be an increased
awareness of the condition.

10 FORESTERS MISCELLANY

Outside of Foresters | have lived on Barry Island in South Wales
for a number of years. While the weather can be inclement at
times, on a sunny day there really is no better place. | have two
children. My daughter Sara lives in West Wales with my son-
in-law Paul. My son Wessley lives in Brown Hills, Birmingham
with my daughter-in-law Charlotte. | am also proud to have four
grandchildren - Taylor, Tomas, Millie, and Georgia.

When | looked into the role of High Sub-Chief Ranger, | was very
taken by the links to all our members, especially the opportunities
to visit other Courts, to talk to members and see how they interact
with the Society. | shadowed Jo Andrew in her year of office as
High Chief Ranger. That time will certainly help me in the year
ahead and | thank her for giving me the opportunity.

After | was elected as High Sub-Chief Ranger, | began to think
about what type of charity | wanted to support in my year of
office. As you are aware, there are thousands of charities looking
for donations. | wanted to choose one that all our members
could support. After numerous conversations, | decided upon
Alzheimer’s Society.

Alzheimer’s Society is a charity working towards a world where
dementia no longer devastates lives. Dementia is now the

UK'’s biggest killer and Alzheimer’s Society are the UK’s leading
dementia charity. There are very few families that will not be
touched in some way by this terrifying condition. | was horrified
to read that there are an estimated 900,000 people in the UK
with dementia and that 1 in 3 people born in the UK today will be
diagnosed with dementia in their lifetime. What is also shocking is
that many people are undiagnosed.

If there was one thing that | would like to achieve from this
partnership between Foresters and Alzheimer’s Society, it would
be an increased awareness of the condition; how to recognise



Gail with her HCR predecessor Jo Andrew

symptoms, how to access help, and the most important
message of all - that people with dementia are not alone. |

feel that while we sympathise with the condition, we do not

talk about it enough with our families. As a mother, | wish for
understanding and open dialogue. As a grandmother, | hope for
further breakthroughs and development of lasting and effective
treatments in the race against dementia.

Similarly, | want all our members to be able to participate in
supporting the appeal. Any money kindly raised throughout

this year, in whatever way you wish, will assist Alzheimer’s
Society with their aims and objectives - whether being part

of a sponsored walk, bake sales, afternoon teas, colouring
competitions, knitting, or just talking about the charity with other
people. Supporting others is what our members do best.

HIGH CHIEF RANGER

Alzheimer’s
OCleti; " °

With Ross Boon and Diane Beaumont from Alzhiemer’s Society

| would love to speak to as many members as possible. Please
talk to me when there’s an opportunity. Let me know what is
happening in your Court. | would love to receive photos of any
of your Court events for the charity appeal. | am really looking
forward to my year in office.Yours fraternally,

Gall
Gail Lancaster

High Chief Ranger
gail.lancaster@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Foresters Password 2026

@ = m

dm¢emé

from your Court Secretary.

8 ¢ M B

& =~

(In English)

(In Welsh)

mVv 8 ¥

The High Chief Ranger sets the annual Society Password. The key to the code is on the Court intranet and can be obtained
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NATIONAL CHARITY

Supporting

Alzheimer’s
Society

Introducing our High Chief
Ranger’s charity appeal for
2025-26: Alzheimer’s Society

There are currently around one million people in the UK living with
dementia. One in three people born today will develop it in their lifetime.
Alzheimer’s Society is the UK’s leading dementia charity. They provide vital
support to people living with dementia, fund ground-breaking research,
plus campaign to make dementia the priority it should be.

What is dementia?

Dementia is a group of symptoms caused by different diseases
that damage the brain. It is progressive, which means symptoms
may be mild at first but get worse over time. When symptoms
progress, this is when they become severe enough to be called
‘dementia’. There are over 200 subtypes of dementia. The most
common is Alzheimer’s disease. Around two out of three people
living with dementia in the UK have Alzheimer’s.

Causes and symptoms

Dementia is not a natural part of ageing. It is caused when nerve
cells in the brain are damaged. As more nerve cells are damaged,
the brain becomes less able to work properly. Dementia can

be caused by many different diseases, which affect the brain in
different ways. Lifestyle, age, genetics and overall health all play
arole.

Different types of dementia affect people differently, especially in
the early stages. There are, however, some common early signs
and symptoms. Dementia can affect memory, create problems
with language and understanding, plus cause changes in
behaviour. It can also lead to confusion and needing help with
daily tasks. People often start to forget things more as they get
older. For someone with dementia, though, changes will be more
serious and will affect their life more.

Is there a cure?

There is currently no cure for dementia. We are, however,
constantly making breakthroughs in clinical trials and research.
There are around 20 Alzheimer’s disease drugs in late-stage

12 FORESTERS MISCELLANY



NATIONAL CHARITY

clinical trials, and more will be submitted for approval within the
next few years. Two treatments, donanemab and lecanemab,
have been shown to slow progression in early-stage Alzheimer’s
disease. We recently saw a big moment for dementia research
when these treatments were approved for use in the UK.

Alzheimer’s Society is the only UK dementia research charity to
fund both biomedical and care research, funding research in
dementia diagnosis, treatment and care, and is a funding partner
of the UK Dementia Research Institute.

Prevention

There’s no definite way of being able to prevent dementia

but there are things you can do to reduce your risk. These
include regular physical exercise, drinking less alcohol, not
smoking, staying mentally and socially active, plus managing
long-term health conditions. None of these single behaviours
are guaranteed to stop dementia and some will be easier to
implement than others. They will, however, do more good than
harm.

Finding support

Early and accurate diagnosis is crucial - to manage symptoms,
live independently for longer and avoid ending up in a crisis.
Dementia may be a life-changing diagnosis but organisations
like Alzheimer’s Society are on hand to help. Whoever you are,
whatever you're going through, you can turn to Alzheimer’s
Society for expert support.

Alzheimer’s Society is the UK’s leading dementia charity. We
provide advice and practical guidance for the next steps and
signposting to local services. Alzheimer’s Society also offers

friendly support through a range of virtual and in-person services.

These include our Dementia Support Line (0333 150 3456), our
online Dementia Support Forum, and Dementia Advisers.

While Alzheimer’s Society has many ambitions that we want to
achieve, our four priorities are:

- To reach more people
- To ensure more people get an accurate diagnosis faster
- To make dementia the priority that it should be

- To increase our impact and strengthen understanding about
dementia

Together, we will end the devastation
caused by dementia.

60

We are so grateful that Foresters
have chosen Alzheimer’s Society as
their national charity this year.
We’re excited to see what everyone
gets up to in support of the appeal.
Your fundraising efforts will help to
make a life-changing difference to
people living with dementia.

- Ross Boon, Alzheimer’s Society Regional Fundraiser

b/

Dementia is now the UK’s biggest killer.

Someone in the UK is diagnosed with dementia
every 3 minutes.

Only 1in 10 people living with dementia say they
are getting all the support they need.

Dementia costs the UK £42 billion each year and
families shoulder 63% of the amount.

1in 3 people living with dementia in England do
not have a diagnosis.

If you're worried about yourself, or someone close to you,
you can use Alzheimer’s Society’s dementia symptom
checklist. Visit alzheimers.org.uk/checklist

] LE,I Dementia Support Line:
3| 03331503456
www.alzheimers.org.uk
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MEMBER PORTRAIT

Get to know some of the members
who support our Society

Name: John Williams
Court: Courts: Loyal Hope 2949

Area: Wales and the Borders
Lives: Cardiff

1960s with Court Caledonia 5394. A member of the
Society for sixty years, he has served in almost all
the Court offices, including terms as Secretary, Chief
Ranger, Treasurer and Trustee. Most recently, he served
as Chief Ranger of Court Loyal Hope 2949. ‘| have
been quite an active member from the time | joined’ he
reflects, ‘I am still active today’.

J ohn Anthony Williams became a Forester in the

Born in Cardiff in July 1941, John grew up in various houses in
South Wales. ‘My father was in the RAF and died when | was
three years old. My mum and | stayed with friends and family
until she remarried’ he recalls. ‘We moved to a council house
in Fairwater, where | lived until | married in 1965’. The previous
year, John was injured in a car crash and met his wife in
hospital where she was a nurse. Married life introduced them
to Foresters.

‘Before the accident | had worked for five years at Sound Film
Services, where | learned to repair projectors, amplifiers and
install electronic bells in churches. | then moved to Post Office
Engineering, which later became part of British Telecom.’

Through variows High Courts, | meer
s0 many lovely Foresters. Many have
sadly passed on buk many | still see. |
am 50 lueky to have been indroduced to
the Society,
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John continues, ‘We were looking for a house and needed a
mortgage. One of my new work friends suggested that | join
the Foresters. We got a Foresters mortgage and bought a
house in Caerphilly’.

‘| stayed with Court Caledonia 5394 for many years’ John
says. ‘Before the introduction of bank transfers, each
weekend | would collect contributions from fellow members.’
His involvement soon grew. ‘One of my friends and
neighbours was Secretary of Court Loyal Stuart 2367.

He had been promoted at work and had to move away from
the area, so | became the Secretary.” John was Secretary

of Court 2367 for nearly 23 years. The Court was later
amalgamated into Court Loyal Hope 2949.

By that time, John and his family had moved from Caerphilly
to the village of Peterston-super-Ely. “Ten years there, then
we moved again to St Fagans and finally back to Cardiff’.
Throughout that time John kept busy with his many interests,
including DIY. ‘I built a garage, did car repairs, watch repairs,
radio and TV repairs...” he continues. ‘I also enjoyed a few
years doing Tang Soo Do, a Korean form of karate’.

In December 1996, John took early retirement from British
Telecom. ‘My first High Court was 1997 at Plymouth, sadly
remembered as the time Princess Diana died.” He was also at
High Court 2001 in Southport, during which delegates were
told about the 9/11 disaster at the Twin Towers in New York.
‘Through various High Courts, | met so many lovely Foresters.
Many have sadly passed on but many | still see. | am so lucky
to have been introduced to the Society.’
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A tribute to the late Cecil Pointon

With great sadness we record the passing of Bro. Cecil Pointon on 30 August
2024. A member of the Society for over 50 years, Cecil held all the Court
offices including Court Secretary. He served as Central Area Co-ordinator from
2006 to 2011 and was a frequent High Court delegate. Born on 1 March 1939
in Sandbach, Cecil was a member of various Friendly Societies from birth. He
attended St. Joseph’s RC school at Trent Vale then worked at British Rail for 40
years, ending his career as a loss adjuster. Captain Pointon was Commanding
Officer of the Sandbach Cadet Force for many years and after retiring he
became a Civilian Instructor with the Sandbach Air Cadet Training Corp. Cecil
was also a patron of Foden'’s Brass Band and Nantwich Players Theatre. His
funeral on 30 August 2024 was attended by many Foresters including Jo
Andrew, High Chief Ranger. Cecil is survived by his loving wife Christine. Our
condolences go to his family and many friends.

Court 4482 follow on

Court Three Brothers 4482 continue to sponsor the Juniors team of Milford Hall
Cricket Club. On 11 April, the Court attended the player registration evening for
the season ahead. Alison Carnell, Court Secretary, reports: ‘With the glorious
weather a thoroughly enjoyable evening was had by all. 64 Juniors signed up
to play. We were proud to sponsor the team again and the Court presented a
£1,000 cheque to the Club.’

Dish of the day

On Tuesday 10 June, 24
Foresters representing three
Courts visited Jodrell Bank, the
site of the Lovell Telescope. Our
science correspondent writes:
‘There is so much of interest

to see that it’s difficult to cover
the site in a day. After a buffet
lunch we adjourned to the

Space Pavilion where we had a
specially organised talk about the
telescope. A collection raised £65
towards the High Chief Ranger’s
charity, The Rivers Trust’.

CENTRAL

Area Secretary
Susan Cockhill

Court Garibaldi 3533
Jan 07493 695 322

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Lord Stanhope 2804
Brenda 01889 800 751

Court Moorlands 9475
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Pride Of Norton 5249
Susan 01922 512 391

Court Royal Rangers 1670
Bob 01782 516 301

Court Three Brothers 4482
Alison 07740 585 070

Court Watt Villa 2455
Sam 0121 476 1726

Dancing queens

In June, 24 members and friends
from the Central Area enjoyed a
Mamma Mia! themed afternoon
canal cruise, operated by Georgies
Canal Cruises in Penkridge. Susan
Cocknhill, Area Secretary, writes:
‘The ABBA decorated teatime
treats were washed down with
sparkling glasses of Prosecco.
Some of our ‘Dancing Queens’
dressed up in 70s inspired outfits.
The ‘Super Troupers’ sang their
hearts out to all the familiar ABBA
hits played during the cruise. As a
bonus, £85 was raised for the Air
Ambulance charity.’

FORESTERS MISCELLANY 15
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Steaming

back in time

‘There’s something
magical about the
sound of a steam
whistle echoing
through the
countryside’ writes
Samantha Hall,
Secretary of Court
Watt Villa 2455. On
Saturday 14 June,
members of Court 2455 enjoyed a 1940s themed journey
on the Severn Valley Railway. Samantha continues:

‘From the moment we arrived at Kidderminster station,

it was clear this was a full-blown time warp. The station
was alive with the sights and sounds of wartime Britain.
Boarding the steam train was a thrill and we chugged
along the line towards Bridgnorth. What struck me most
was how much fun everyone was having, especially the
children. The event was also deeply moving. There were
moments of quiet reflection at the memorial displays,
during the Last Post, and in conversations with veterans
who shared their memories. If you’'ve never been, | can’t
recommend it enough.’

Court Moorlands 9475 reports: ‘On 14 June one of our
newest members, Alison Eyre, undertook Big Hike 2025
in aid of Cancer Research UK. Alison’s 26.2-mile route

in the Peak District was one of several courses arranged
around the country. Alison completed the walk in 9 hours
4 minutes and raised £715 for the charity. A brilliant
achievement. Congratulations Alison, very well done.’

DEVON AND CORNWALL

DEVON AND
CORNWALL

Area Secretary
Gary Webber

Court Goodwill 5077
Gary 01326 315 055

Court Pendennis 3754
Gary 01326 315 055

Court Pride of the Plym 4087
Gavin 01752 513 714

On 19 April, members of Court Goodwill 5077 enjoyed a trip to Lanhydrock,
near Bodmin. Our reporter writes: ‘Originally dating back to the 1620s,

Court Semper Fidelis 4938 Lanhydrock House was rebuilt in 1881 following a devastating fire. The house
Margaret 01752 215 685 and its 890-acre estate are now managed by the National Trust. After exploring
the expansive gardens, we toured the house and visited the nearby St. Hydroc
parish church. The event was a highly enjoyable and sociable occasion.’

16 FORESTERS MISCELLANY
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An exquisite evening

Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, and her husband Warren Trust, and a beautifully crafted Foresters heraldic badge.

were guests of honour when Courts Goodwill 5077 and A raffle raised £160 for Cornwall Hospice Care then the
Pendennis 3754 hosted a dinner dance on Saturday dancefloor came alive to the sound of live music. It was
12 April at the Hannafore Point Hotel in West Looe. an exquisite evening, with fine dining, lively entertainment
Our reporter writes: ‘High Chief Ranger Jo Andrew was and the warm camaraderie that defines Foresters.’

presented with £300 for her chosen charity, The Rivers

e o =)

Garden Foresters

At a Devon & Cornwall Area
meeting this year two members
discovered a remarkable amount
in common. Kevin Wadland

Court Pendennis 3754°s
programme of social events takes in surrounding beauty

of Court Goodwill 5077 and Mike Chappell of Court spots. On 29 March members visited Trewidden Garden,
Pendennis 3754 found out that they had similar careers, near Penzance. ‘The stunning 15-acre garden boasts a
hobbies and interests going back to 1966, when they vibrant collection of over 300 magnO"aS and camellias.
were in the same class at the former Basset Road Boys We explored the intricate maze of paths and enjoyed a
School in Camborne. Mike reportsl ‘Down these near|y delicious lunch’. On 10 May the Court went to the Trelissick
sixty years, we hadn’t been in contact at all. The reunion estate in Feock, near Truro. ‘With sweeping views there
occurred entirely due to being members of the Foresters.’ was a feast for the eyes at every turn’ the Court reports.
Kevin (on the left and circled in the back row of the school ‘Gary Webber, Court Secretary and life-long horticulturist,
photo) and Mike (right and row below) now both serve on served as an informal guide.’

the Devon and Cornwall Area Committee’.
FORESTERS MISCELLANY 17
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WESSEX

Area Secretary
Bobbie Smith

Court Amity 4668
Jill 01963 220 790

Court Anchor Of Hope 6209
Tony 07967 190 096

Court City Of Bristol 1119
Karen 01384 626 561

Court Concord 2240
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Hampreston 5752
Jennifer 01202 428 183

Court Henbury 5779
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Island Foresters 1821
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Loyal Brethren 2290
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Lush & Alexandra 5916
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Merdon 2201

Morag 07572 873 637

Court Palace 6158
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Perseverance 3917 (Jersey)
Richard 01534 880 977

Court Pride Of Hampshire 1734
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Pride Of Sarnia 8143
(Guernsey)
Holly 01481 728 864

Court Progress 3038
Colin 01305 852 516

Court Prospect 6575
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Sarum & Pembroke 3260
Janet 01722 742 400

Court Sir George Hewitt 5069
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court St. Andrew 7170
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Stanley 6967
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Vale Of Avon 5217
Jane 01425 839 665

Court Yeovil’s Pride 3024
Rebecca 01935 478 598
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Super skittles

The Wessex Area Skittles competition was held in April 2025 at the West
Wellow Golf Centre, Near Romsey, Hampshire. Our sports reporter writes:
‘Eight teams took part. The Area Trophy was won by Team 1 from Court
Concord 2240: Joe Alsford, Stephen Shorrocks, Nathan Shorrocks and Alfie
Shorrocks. Runners-up were a team from Court Henbury 5779: Brian Rigler,
Jo Rigler, Affra Hart and Tony Dayman. Highest Scoring Lady was Norma
Weedon from Court 2240 and Highest Scoring Man was Tony Dayman from
Court 5779. Roy Charman, Area Chief Ranger, presented the trophies.’

Court Loyal Brethren 2290 have been delighted to gift £425 to the Mitres, a
children’s community swimming club based in Bishop’s Waltham. The club
used the donation to purchase quick-drying “T-bag’ shirts for gala events. Alec
Blandford, Court 2290’s Chief Ranger, and Bobbie Smith, Court Secretary,
visited in July to present the club with new Foresters branded kit. The Mitres
wrote to the Court afterwards: ‘Thank you so much for coming to the pool. The
children were delighted to see you all and wear their new shirts’.
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On 12 May, Court St Andrew 7170 helped a local Hospice help
school fund a field trip. Sandra Gill, Chief Ranger,
presented a cheque from the Court to Lisa Portch,
head teacher at St. John’s Primary School near Court St Andrew 7170 supported a local hospice
Salisbury. The Court writes: “The donation will go during Trevor Davies’ year as Chief Ranger for 2024-
towards the coach costs for Year 5 and 6 pupils to 25. Dorothy House Hospice, based in Bradford-
attend a residential course at Kilve Court, an outdoor on-Avon, provide adults from Bath and North East
activity centre close to the Quantock Hills. Activities Somerset with free palliative and end of life care. As
on the trip, arranged in support of the High Chief immediate Past Chief Ranger, Trevor presented a £250
Ranger’s appeal for The Rivers Trust, will include beach cheque from the Court to staff members Rowena and
exploration and stream walking.’ Sarah on 17 May.

NORTH LONDON

b

NORTH ‘
LONDON

Court Abbey Foresters 1940
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Amity 6105
Brian 01255 850 401

Court Edmonton’s Pride 1351

Ann 07956 300 202
X Court Old Oak 1620
Pl’OUd bOWlel'S Janet 01277 222 028
Court Peaceful Valley 1753
In December 2024, Courts Edmonton’s Pride 1351 and Pride of Islington 2939, Andrew 01227 222 028
together with their friends, met for an afternoon of short mat bowls in Enfield. Court Pride of Islington 2939
Our sports reporter writes: ‘Everyone enjoyed the gentle exercise, each other’s Cheryl 07885 761 787
company and the delicious selection of cakes on offer. The sales of cakes, Court Tubal Cain 2765
jewellery and a raffle meant the afternoon raised £145 for the High Chief Ranger’s Shelly 07496 076 507

appeal for The Rivers Trust.
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ECLIPS@

EAST LONDON
AND ESSEX

Area Secretary
Janet Pooley

Court Bagster Phillips 2631
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Belmont Castle 5564

Janet 01277 222 028

Court Charterhouse 5671 .

Cheryl 01279 437 230 A voyage of d|scovery

Court Duke Of Argyle 2630

Cheryl 01279 437 230 A |

Court Good Intent 4629 Members and friends of Court Industry of Cobden

Janet 01277 222 028 1752 met for an unusual social event in June. Sandra

Court Industry Of Cobden 1752 Scotting, Court Secretary, writes: ‘As the final outing to

Sandra 01474 702 513 mark the Court’s 180th anniversary year in conjunction

Court Merry Foresters 2020 with the High Chief Ranger’s charity The Rivers Trust,

Janet 01277 222 028 we decided to continue the watery theme and visit the Titanic ‘Echoes from the
Court Princess Alexandra 4163 Past’ experience in Camden Town. We donned our special virtual reality masks,
deret U2y 222 029 followed the arrows in the dark and suddenly we were onboard RMS Titanic.
Court St. Augustine 6501 It was amazing to experience what Titanic looked like inside, to see the cabins

Cheryl 01279 437 230

Court Unity 3049
Andrew 01277 222 028

Court Wellington 3538
Janet 01708 478 980

and the passengers in their lovely outfits. We had no idea what to expect but

the experience was certainly different and enjoyed by us all. Afterwards some
members visited Camden Market High Street or carried on the watery theme with
a cruise along the Regent’s Canal at Camden Lock.’

VE'll meet again

|
Court St Augustine 6501 have found that their annual Spring Lunch often coincides with a national event. Court Secretary and
Past High Chief Ranger Cheryl Eagleson reports, ‘This year was no exception. On 4 May we were able to celebrate the 80th
anniversary of VE Day. 56 members together with family and friends enjoyed a superb lunch at the Age Concern Hall in Ware.
The raffle raised a generous sum in support of local charities. Appropriate background music was provided by Barry Wallace.’
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Ashley Stammers, Secretary of Court
Rangers Home 2094, reports; ‘On
Saturday 28 June we had five tables to
see ‘Frankie’s Guys’ perform in Colchester as part of their current tour, a
celebration of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons. It was a beautiful sunny
evening. Members enjoyed exclusive seating on the patio, with table service
providing food and drink. There was also some dancing on the lawn area. We
had no idea we knew so many of the songs!’

On Saturday 26 July, members
of Court Princess Royal 2948
took a cruise aboard a Thames

in Essex. Joyce Dewick, Court
Secretary, reports: “Ten members
and friends enjoyed a two-hour
cruise on the River Blackwater,
complete with cream tea and -
scones. Although the day was dull and cloudy, the rain only began as the
barge came back to Maldon. The outing was rounded off with fish and chips
in a local hostelry.’

EAST ANGLIA
SOUTH

Area Secretary

Bruce Hicks

Court Brave Old Oak 3658
Beatrix 07885 909 869
Court Indian Chief 6203
Corinne 01245 328 825
Court Lifeboat 4390
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Pride Of Essex 4174
Joan 01621 741 453

Court Pride Of Walton 2678
Judith 01206 298 658
Court Prince Arthur 5432
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Princess Royal 2948
Joyce 01473 658 009
Court Rangers Home 2094
Ashley 01206 211 391
Court Sailors Home 5105
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Victory 3621
Bruce 01205 352 925

Temple trip

On Friday 16 May members of Court
Prince Arthur 5432 enjoyed a coach
trip from Great Dunmow in Essex

to the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir (Neasden Hindu temple),

a masterpiece of exquisite Indian
design and workmanship in the
heart of London. Members had a
guided tour, including a visit to the
educational Understanding Hinduism
exhibition. This was followed by

a stop off at Wembley Park for
refreshments and shopping.
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Area Secretary

Kevin Ayres

Court Excelsior 5956

Alison 01223 811 285

Court Eye Of Providence 1112
Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Foresters’ Future 3443
Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Foresters’ Home 2746
John 01603 411 273

Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
Helen 01205 352 925

Court Guardian Angel 2523
Pemblah 01493 440 650

Court Gunners’ Delight 1107
Sandra 01733 263 128

Court Motteux 1465

Glenys 01553 630 252

Court Perseverance 4892
John 01603 411 273

Court Poor Man’s Friend 4098
Ros 01353 720 638

Court Pride Of Newborough 9399
Sandra 01733 263 128

Court Prospect ‘B’ 9737

Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Robin Hood 1302

Kevin 01553 674 623

Court Unity 4893
Ros 01353 720 638

|

EAST ANGLIA NORTH

Spectacular socials

REC LT

During the 2024 festive season, two Courts visited the annual Thursford
Christmas Spectacular. On Thursday 21 November, nine members of
Court Pride of Newborough 9399 were ‘treated to a wonderful show,

with a non-stop variety of acts, singing and dancing. The lights and
decorations put everyone in the mood for Christmas.” On 6 December, it
was the turn of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389: ‘33 members had a fantastic
day at Europe’s largest Christmas performance. Acts included mountain
stunt bikes, acrobatic routines, a comedian, and, of course, amazing

singing and dancing!’

EAST MIDLANDS

EAST MIDLANDS

Court Albert 2926

Stephen 07709 234 674
Court Benevolence 2568
Marianne 07456 949 722
Court Flower of England 2769
Brian 07973 966 476

Court Friend in Need 4820
John 01332 671 727

Court Good Samaritan 1834
Angela 01283 585 697

Court New Zealand 7159
Christine 01332 700 317
Court Old Oak Branch 3207
Helen 07919 883 156
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Water into wine

On 6 July members

of Court Benevolence
2568 enjoyed a vineyard
tour and wine tasting at
Hanwell Wine Estates. The
Court reports: ‘There was
lots of fantastic information
about how the wines are
created and we tried six
varieties. Enjoyed by all,
even when the thunder
and rain started.’
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On 18 May, members from Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 met at Big Sky
Alpacas UK in Alford, Lincolnshire. Our wildlife correspondent writes:
‘Nineteen members, including five first-time attendees, had a fantastic two
hours walking alpacas. There was a real mix of personalities among the alpaca
herd, with some being quite mellow while others were very mischievous and
energetic. Following a lap and a half of the field members had a cream tea.’

Saturday 19 July saw members from Courts Pride of
Newborough 9399 and Gunners’ Delight 1107 take

Some 26 members of Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 went to the rails. “We enjoyed an evening trip on the Nene
to see Only Fools and Horses The Musical at the Royal Valley Railway. We travelled from Wansford station to
Concert Hall, Nottingham on 26 April. Our theatre critic Peterborough, where we picked up fish and chips.
writes: ‘A fantastic afternoon. All the best bits of the TV We then went back through to Yarwell, where there
series combined with some familiar songs.’ [Looks like was an opportunity to get off the train to explore,
there were some familiar faces in the audience too... - Ed.]. before returning to Wansford.’
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HIGH COURT 2025

Linda Levett

Keane Ashton carries the standard

High Court

High Court 2025 took place from Saturday 21 to Monday

23 June at the Telford International Centre. The venue had
hosted the Society’s AGM only once before, in 2016. As a
result, it was new to many attendees, including your Editor.
The choice of a modern, purpose-built conference centre felt
fitting as High Court 2025 focussed on shaping the Society’s
future. The new Foresters Plus membership package was
launched, delegates elected a new Board, plus groundwork
was laid for a new structure and outlook.

A hot start

High Court weekend coincided with the end of a heatwave.
According to Met Office data, England was experiencing
the warmest June since records began in 1884. For much
of the month, large areas of the UK had been boiling at
temperatures around 30 degrees Celsius. Telford was

no exception. The first day of High Court was very hot.
Thankfully the International Centre had air conditioning.

Before the official proceedings, Saturday began with an
informal session. Jo Andew, High Chief Ranger - along with
Glyn Carpenter, Chairman of the Membership Committee,
and David Henderson, Society Chairman - welcomed first-
time delegates. Then at 9.45am the High Chief Ranger’s
grandson, 13-year-old Keane Ashton, carried the Foresters
standard into the Ironbridge Suite. The Board of Directors
processed behind, followed by the Society’s Past High Chief
Rangers. The High Chief Ranger stepped onto the stage

24 FORESTERS MISCELLANY

and introduced Reverend lan Smith, an online delegate from
Court Verulam Excelsior 6054, who read the Foresters Prayer.
High Chief Ranger Jo then welcomed everyone to Telford and
formally opened the Society’s 186th High Court.

At the start of the meeting there were 301 registered
delegates, including 22 taking part for the first time. A
further eleven delegates were accepted as late applicants,
making 312 in total. As with the previous three High Courts,
delegates at the venue were joined by those online. There
were 162 delegates (54 percent) in Telford and 139 (46
percent) watching and voting elsewhere.

Presence and absence

First item on the agenda was the High Chief Ranger’s
Address. High Chief Ranger Jo thanked all the members and
Courts who had invited her to their events. She also thanked
everyone who had raised money for her charity appeal,

The Rivers Trust. The High Chief Ranger extended special
thanks to her husband Warren and daughter Brooklyn. She
also thanked her ‘work husband’ Chris Moore, her consort
at many events and meetings. During the vote of thanks
afterwards, Madelaine Harris of Court Abbey Foresters 1940
noted the High Chief Ranger’s efforts to be at High Court, just
six weeks after emergency appendectomy surgery.

Thoughts then turned to absent friends, fellow Foresters who
had passed away since the previous High Court. Among



»
Ray Milne and Norrie Dudgeon

The Rivers Trust cheque presentation

others, tributes were paid to Janet Launchbury, Margaret
Anderson and Doreen Dines, all Past High Chief Ranger’s
Ladies. Members also marked the loss of two former Area
Co-ordinators, Cecil Pointon and John Potten. Gail Lancaster,
High Sub-Chief Ranger, fondly remembered the late Sylvia
Jones, ‘the voice of Wales’. There were also warm tributes

to Kenneth Warren, Evan Waterman, Gina Thorpe, Margaret
Patterson and Joan Wildgoose (who died days before her
hundredth birthday). The remembrance concluded with a
minute’s silence.

Elections

For much of Saturday, delegates heard from candidates
standing for election. Besides one candidate each for High
Chief Ranger and High Sub-Chief Ranger, there were three
candidates for two places on the Membership Committee.
There were also seven elections for places on the Board of
Directors. Following various resignations in 2024, the Society’s
regulators required Foresters to appoint a new independent
Board. They also requested that the Society’s Member
Directors have a background in financial services.

In the first quarter of 2025, five new Directors (including the
Chairman) had been co-opted onto the Board. Under Society
rules they had to be formally elected at High Court. The same
applied for Mark Allen, Finance Director, who was co-opted
in 2024. The final election was for a Non-Executive Member
Director. The two incumbent Member Directors were both
stepping down from the Board at High Court 2025. Janet
Whitehead (formerly Clements) decided to retire while Erik

HIGH COURT 2025

Foresters friends
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Vynckier had served his permitted maximum term of nine years.

Like the previous three High Courts, delegates used electronic
voting. Each delegate in the room was given a small machine,
with votes cast by selecting the appropriate buttons. Online
delegates voted by following onscreen prompts. Using this
method, the following members were elected on Saturday
afternoon:

e High Chief Ranger - Gail Lancaster
e High Sub-Chief Ranger - Bruce Hicks
e Executive Director - Mark Allen

¢ Non-Executive Independent Directors -
Jane Dumeresque, David Henderson, Ray Milne,
Zoe Shaw, Stuart Tragheim

¢ Non-Executive Member Director - Caroline Instance

e Membership Committee - Chris Beetham, Kathryn Wenn

The election results confirmed David Henderson’s appointment
as Society Chairman and Stuart Tragheim as Deputy
Chairman. Caroline Instance was elected as one of two
Member Directors. The second Member Director role remains
vacant and open to applicants.
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Aled Powell of RedArc

Ray Milne

Speakers corner

During High Court delegates heard from a variety of speakers.
Stuart Tragheim provided a report from the Nominations and
Remuneration Committee. He did so online due to family
commitments. Richard Dickinson, Chief Executive, and Mark
Allen led a wide-ranging Business Update of the Society’s
finances. Their presentation restated the Board’s decision to
pursue a partial ‘transfer of engagements, transferring some
of the Society’s existing insurance policies to another friendly
society.

In the event of a transfer, Richard Dickinson outlined the
importance of retaining existing members and attracting new
ones. The Society’s membership comprises approximately
5,600 ‘fraternal’ members, 10,900 lifetime members and
44,000 policyholders. The Membership Committee had
therefore been working on a new membership package.

Mark Allen’s presentation focussed on the Court funds.

He summarised that the Courts are financially sustainable, with
a revenue of £100m.

Aled Powell, Operations Manager of RedArc, gave a detailed
review of the medical support available to members through
Foresters Care. Other speakers included Peter Nixon, Curator
at the Foresters Museum, and Glyn Carpenter, Past High Chief
Ranger. Together they provided an update on the Heritage
Trust digitisation project. They also announced Project 200,
which aims to digitise the entire Heritage Trust collection —
documents, photos, objects large and small — for the Society’s
200th anniversary in 2034. [More information, including

how members can get involved, will be in future editions of
Miscellany... — Ed.].
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Heritage Trust display
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Throughout, the Chairman and High Chief Ranger gave
delegates opportunities to ask questions. Those at the venue
spoke at the rostrum. Online delegates were connected by
LUMI (the High Court IT team) and appeared on the room’s big
screens. For delegates who preferred not to speak publicly,
written questions were also accepted.

Introducing Foresters Plus

Sunday’s agenda began with presentations from the
Membership Committee. Glyn Carpenter and Caroline Instance
summarised the Membership Committee’s role as a conduit
between members and the Board. They thanked Ray Barron,
Project Co-ordinator, for his ongoing work and updated
delegates on various projects, including Benevolence, Charity
& Community, Communication, and the National Visibility
campaign.

The highlight of the session was the launch of the Society’s
new membership offer, Foresters Plus. Glyn Carpenter
outlined the key features and introduced a short promotional
video. Both were well received. A more detailed summary of
Foresters Plus appears on pages 4-5 of this edition. Overall,
the offer includes the current benefits - discretionary financial
and convalescent grants, Foresters Care, Court social events,
and more - plus a new shopping and lifestyle package that
provides discounts on over 2,000 brands.

Membership types and prices will be streamlined, including

a new Household membership option. There are future plans
for members to select a ‘Home’ Court to access discretionary
grants. Members of multiple Courts will also be able to join
further Courts as Social Members, at a reduced price, as part
of phase two later in 2026. The first phase of Foresters Plus
launched on 1 January 2026. Existing Foresters members do



Gala Dinner

Jan and Arron Hawke |

Michael Pearce

not need to apply again to join; memberships will be transferred
to Foresters Plus at time of renewal.

Dining and dancing

Besides being a business meeting, High Court is a social
occasion. During the breaks, delegates and visitors alike met
old friends and made new ones. Outside the Ironbridge Suite,
attendees chatted over tea and explored the stands in the
Gallery. The Foresters Heritage Trust displayed diverse items
from the Museum collection, while RedArc’s resources ranged
from books to packets of wildflower seeds. There was also
merchandise for sale to support the High Chief Ranger’s appeal
for The Rivers Trust.

Also in the Gallery, younger member Violet Smith ran her
‘Guess the Dress’ competition. Violet, of Court Constantia
2206, invited attendees to guess the colour of her Gala Dinner
outfit. A small donation was required to take part, with all the
proceeds going to The Rivers Trust appeal. Her fundraising
efforts raised £116.50, while a lucky member won a bottle of
wine for correctly guessing Violet’s stunning dress would be
Midnight Blue.

Foresters Brass played during Saturday and Sunday lunch.
Their rendition of the Dexys Midnight Runners chart-topping
hit ‘Come On Eileen’ proved popular, with several members
(maybe including your Editor) spotted singing along. On
Sunday morning, the weather broke into intermittent showers
for the rest of High Court. This didn’t dampen spirits however.
Attendees at the evening’s Gala Dinner enjoyed a three-course
meal followed by a disco late into the night. Online delegates
could also enjoy the social side of High Court. Cheryl Fox of
Court Pride of Islington 2939 organised online drinks parties for
delegates on the Saturday and Sunday evenings.

HIGH COURT 2025

Past High Chief Rangers

Propositions

Besides the elections, the AGM included 31 propositions.
Sixteen were from the Board, while twelve came from the
Board on behalf of the Membership Committee. Courts had
submitted three propositions, though one was withdrawn.
There were no amendments. All the propositions voted upon
were carried, with one exception.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2024 were approved, as
was the Remuneration Report. MHA LLP were re-appointed

as the Society’s external auditors. The list of members
appointed to the Arbitration Tribunal was approved, as were
the nominations for Portraits in Miscellany. Once more, your
Editor would like to sincerely thank delegates for supporting this
proposition.

Increased grants of £4,120 each were approved for the
Yorkshire Foresters Convalescent Home, Foresters Homes
Bexleyheath, and the Portsmouth & District Friendly Societies
Homes. The levy for the Member Care Benefit Fund decreased
again, to 10p per £100 of Court net assets. The Heritage Trust
Levy changed from 5p per £100 of Court net Assets to 4.25p
per £100 of gross assets. The Foresters Brass Donation also
changed from net to gross, to 1.5p per £100 of Court gross
assets.

There were also changes to two of the central benefit funds.
The Educational Awards Fund levy increased slightly to 9p per
£100 of Court net assets, while the Foresters Child Support
Fund doubled from 4p to 8p per £100. The levy for the
Foresters Support Fund remained the same (8p per £100 of
Court net assets).
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Katie Vinnicombe

HIGH COURT 2025
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Richard Crowther

Charges, changes and debates

At High Court 2024, delegates agreed a Management Charge
of £2.21 per £100 of Court net assets. There was a change

at High Court 2025. Proposition 20 began ‘each Court shall
be required to pay a Court Management Charge equal to an
annual rate of £1.94 per £100 of the Court gross assets.’
Mark Allen, Finance Director, explained that the move from
‘net’ to ‘gross’ was to mitigate for a reduced sum of interest
going into the Court Investment Fund (CIF). This arose after
Courts in the Leeds Investment Association (LIA) voted at their
AGM to pay a tiered interest rate into the CIF.

A related proposition, number 21, set out ‘each Court
holding a direct deposit with the LIA, will be required to pay
an additional levy equal to £17.50 per £100 of the deposit
value held in its 31 December 2024 year end accounts, up
to a maximum deposit value of £250,000.” Both propositions
created considerable debate. Some delegates commented
that Proposition 20 could be misread and that Proposition 21
was ‘punishment’ of the LIA. Proposition 20 was carried with
190 votes in favour and 78 against. Proposition 21 passed
with 166 votes for and 87 against.

Court Castledean 3797 put forward a proposition that

‘no individual shall hold, permanently, the position of Court
Secretary or Court Assistant Secretary of more than three
Courts.” This also drew strong responses, both for and
against. Eventually, 105 delegates voted in favour with 167
against and the proposition was defeated. The two other
Court propositions came from Court St Andrew 7170.
Described as ‘tidying amendments’ to wording of the Society
rules, one was carried while the other was withdrawn.
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Sandra Scotting’s star prize!

A new Rule

The AGM concluded with a vote on a new Society Rule.
Named ‘Affected Members’ Resolutions’, the rule would allow
a transfer of engagements to progress under a ‘one member,
one vote’ system. Richard Dickinson, Chief Executive,
explained that a transfer is a lengthy process with various
legal stages. For a transfer to take place, the Society would
need to contact all its policyholders (‘Affected Members’) and
hold a postal vote with a cut-off date to reply. If at least 75
percent of replies favour a transfer, a further vote would be
required at High Court to ratify the decision.

To allow for this, a new Society rule would be required under
the Friendly Societies Act. The notes for Proposition 41 stated
that ‘The Rule change only applies to a vote on a partial
transfer of engagements and allows the affected members
(the policyholders) to vote on their agreement, or not, to any
proposed transfer. Any partial transfer of engagement will also
be subject to a delegate member vote prior to conclusion.’
The proposition was carried, with 230 votes in favour to 3
against.

Awards and appeals

Overall, High Court concluded with celebrations. Jo Andrew,
High Chief Ranger, announced the winners of various awards
[see box - Ed.] High Court tradition also sees the High Chief
Ranger announce how much money has been raised for their
charity appeal. High Chief Ranger Jo was joined onstage

by Mark Lloyd, Chief Executive of The Rivers Trust. At the
drumroll moment, Sis. Jo opened the giant envelope at the
rostrum and held up the cheque. The provisional amount
raised for The Rivers Trust was £55,565.

In one of her last duties as High Sub-Chief Ranger, Galil



HIGH COURT 2025

Awards and Prize winners

During High Court, delegates were invited to complete a
Foresters Plus feedback form. Responses were entered
into a prize draw. The winner was June Robertson of Court
Merdon 2201. June received a £125 shopping voucher
from Richard Dickinson, Chief Executive. Can you spot

her on the front cover of this edition? The 2025 High Chief
Ranger’s Award was presented to Chris Moore of Court

Alzheimers.
Societ

Lancaster introduced her appeal, for the Alzheimer’s
Society. Delegates were introduced to representatives
Ross Boon and Diane Beaumont, who gave a moving

and informative talk about the charity’s varied work. More
information appears elsewhere in this edition of Miscellany.
David Henderson, Society Chairman, then led the Society’s
thanks to departing Member Directors, Janet Clements
and Erik Vynckier. The newly elected officers were officially
installed, beginning with Gail Lancaster as High Chief
Ranger.

High Court 2025 closed in the traditional way. John Levett,
Past High Chief Ranger, led the ritual of Foresters Fire then
delegates linked arms to sing Auld Lang Syne. For 2026,
High Court is set to return to Llandudno in North Wales.
This will be familiar ground for many members, including
your Editor having attended High Court 2022 there. | do
hope to see you by the seaside again.

Abbey Foresters 1940. The Society’s annual Achievement
Award went to Michael Chappell of Court Pendennis 3754.
Michael was nominated by the Court for writing press
reports on their events and meetings, plus running the
Devon & Cornwall Area Facebook page. Michael received
the award, plus a certificate and £100 cheque, at Court
3754’s next meeting. Congratulations everyonel!

Miscellany Prize Draw

On Monday morning, High Chief Ranger Jo Andrew
conducted the 2025 Miscellany Prize Draw. The annual
draw is open to all members who subscribe to the
magazine. This year’s winner was Anthony Faulkner of
Court Friend In Need 4820. Tony writes, ‘Myself and my
wife, Sally, have been Foresters for just over a year. We are
both Derby born. We returned in the last few years after
managing companies and living in Asia. Now retired, we
enjoy life by travelling and being with our family. | am in the
Derby Triumph Motorcycle Club, where | heard of Foresters
from Rob Fetherston. | completed my application form
while we were on a bike trip.” Tony has since received his
£250 prize. The Draw is open for 2026 and details on how
to enter can be found on the inside back cover.
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NORTH WESTERN
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NORTH ‘
WESTERN

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew

Court British Lion 44
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Edgmond 2447 Faithful friends
Jayne 01952 4083 489

Court Faithful Abraham 1549

Brooklyn 07943 671 105 Court Faithful Abraham 1549 started the year with a three-course lunch at

Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122 The Queen Anne pub in Golborne, near Warrington. The Court reported

Peter 0161 283 8518 on 25 January: ‘31 members attended, including invited guests from three

Court Garibaldi’s Rest 4075 other Courts and four J.UI’IIOI’ members. Jo An@rew, High Chief F.%amgerf and

Ted 01226 289 408 her husband Warren joined us too. A raffle raised £95 for the High Chief
Ranger’ | for The Rivers Trust.’

o T anger’s appeal for The Rivers Trus

Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Livingstone 6050

Katarzyna 01229 463 554

Court Manchester’s Honour No.1 . . .
Christopher 0161 338 5606 Promlsmg donation
Court Min-Y-Don 1464
Frank 01492 517 952

Court Promise 153
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

In March 2025, Court British Lion 44 donated
£500 to local cancer support charity Can-Survive
UK. Court member Paul King presented a cheque

Court Royal Windermere 697 to Marcella Turner, the charity’s founder and Chief

Veronica 01524 593 768 Executive Officer. Marcella wrote afterwards: ‘On

Court Tunstall 1839 behalf of our service users, staff, and trustees

Tony 07990 307 339 thank you for introducing Can-Survive UK to :
Court William Henry No.70 Court 44 of the Foresters and for the kind donation. It was a wonderful
Karen 07904 624 780 surprise! Many thanks for your support.’

Peter Belwood, Secretary of
Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122,
shared some sporting news

on 21 May. Pictured are Flixton
Juniors FC, winners of the
Salford & District Football League
Dave Wood Memorial U13s
Supplementary Cup. Court 122
sponsor the team’s shirts. [Well
done to Flixton Juniors and the
Court — Ed.]
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SOUTHERN HOME COUNTIES

SOUTHERN
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Linda Levett

Court Friar Tuck 4460

Vicky 01825 371 548

Court Lansdowne 2559

Roger 07714 736 737

Court Perseverence Of

West Kent 3420

John 01474 568 459 Southern Home Skittles

Court South Sussex 2454

Diana 01323 899 101

Court St. Leonards 2350 On 17 May, members met at The Bull Inn, Henfield to compete in the annual
Lorna 07824 664 711 Southern Home Counties Area inter-Court skittles match. Over to our sports
Court Star Of Surrey 2767 reporter: ‘Multiple absences on the night meant hastily re-formed teams. Court
Kathleen 07769 252 616 St Leonards 2350 put in a solid performance - aided by the plates of salad,
Court Unity 3665 pizza and chips consumed after round one. The match was an historic win
John 01474 568 459 though for Court Friar Tuck 4460. The victorious team were presented with

bottles of wine.’
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Court South Sussex 2454 enjoyed their annual Summer Lunch on 13 July. During the event, at the Hydro Hotel in
Eastbourne, the Court presented a £430 cheque to a local charity they support, You Raise Me Up. You Raise Me Up
raises funds to supports families that have suffered the loss of a young person aged 16-25. Pictured are Court 2454’s
committee with Annemarie Field, a representative from the charity.
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THAMES VALLEY

March marathon

THAMES VALLEY
Congratulations to Kimberley

Area Secretary Blunsdon, a member of Court
Alan Howes Loyal Oxonian St Frideswide
Court Alma 2768 2991. On Sunday 9 March, an
Beverley 01264 781 765 unseasonably warm day, she
Court Bold Robin Hood 5131 completed the Cambridge Half
Alan 01869 253 699 Marathon. Well done Kimberley.
Court Centenary 2028

Vee 01494 714 827

Court Crowood 4644

Mary 01672 520 908

Court Earl Leofric 4536

Kirsty 01902 342 918

Court Loyal Oxonian

St. Frideswide 2991

Sharon 01869 240 528

Court Pride Of Reading 4961
Mandy 07733 478 777

Court Pride Of The Hill 5044
Peter 01491 834 758

Court Pride Of The Loddon 5562
Taryn 07759 819 363

Court Pride Of Wellington 4558
Eric 01635 863 765

Court Robin Hood & Merry Men
of Sherwood Forest 4265

Barry 01344 884 903

Court Victoria & lvanhoe 7626 On 11 June, Thames Valley members gave £800 to Area charity, Restore.
Sharon 01869 240 528 Based in Oxfordshire, Restore’s mission is ‘To provide recovery and
coaching support to people with mental health problems whilst working in
the community to reduce the stigma associated with mental illness.” Alan
PR'DE OF KENT and Elaine Howes, Thames Valley Area Secretary and Area Chief Ranger
respectively, presented a cheque to charity representatives at the Restore
Garden Café in Oxford. The total was raised from Area raffles and events
during the previous year. The charity said, ‘From all at Restore, thank you
Foresters to everyone involved!’

PRIDE OF KENT

Area Secretary Douglas Coleman
Court Defence 4343

Edith 07790 039 920

Court Louis 5401

Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290
Court Maid Marian 5237

John Franks 01892 822 386
Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329 Festive feast
Edith 07790 039 920

Court Robin Hood 2694

John Springham 01474 568 459
Court Union Jack 3825

Janet 01708 478 980

The Thames Valley Area held a Christmas Lunch at the Wrag Barn in
Highworth, Wiltshire on Sunday 8 December 2024. Our reporter writes: ‘48
members, family and friends enjoyed a festive feast. A raffle raised £160 for the
Area’s chosen charity, Restore [see ‘Garden gift’ for more information — Ed.].’
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HANTS AND SUSSEX
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HANTS |

AND SUSSEX

Area Secretary
Trish Slade

Court Bosmere 2277
Katie 07951 730 629
Court Castledean 3797
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281
4 Court Constantia 2206
Ken 01243 788 190

BBQ for 4217 Court Crown 3832

: 3 George 02392 349 744
Court Loyal Sincerity 2271
Morag 07572 873 637
Court Maberley Wyndham 4217
Trish 01798 861 291
Court Robin Hood’s Castle 5373
Chris 07880 747 832
Court Sir William Jolliffe 4479
Pauline 01243 788 190
Court Star Of Selsey 3954
Trish 01798 861 291

Members of Court Maberley Wyndham 4217 met on 13 July for a Summer
Barbeque, held at Cowdray Golf Club near Midhurst. ‘Absolutely delicious
and of course there was a raffle. We raised £45 for the High Chief Ranger’s
charity appeal for Alzheimer’s Society’.

Market day

On Saturday 2 August, Court
Bosmere 2277 ensured there was

a Foresters presence at Havant
market. Katie Vinnicombe, Court
Secretary, writes: ‘We ran a couple
of competitions, guess the name of
the teddy and how many sweets are

Court in the community

“We are ready! Please come along and see us’ announced Trish Slade, in a jar. Entry was 50p each and the
Secretary of Court Maberley Wyndham 4217 on 26 April. The Court were proceeds will go to the High Chief
joining in with Midhurst Rother College Community Day. As the Easter Ranger’s appeal for Alzheimer's
holidays were still in full swing, the Court’s stall included an Easter chocolate Society. We did it to promote the
tombola. Entry was £1 with the money raised going to Chestnut Tree House Court and | think we got a new
children’s hOSpiCe. member!’ [We” done Katie — Ed]
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NORTHERN ‘ Chocks away day
HOME COUNTIES

The Northern Home Counties
Area arranged a guided tour
of the De Havilland Aircraft
Museum on 4 June. Over

to our aviation reporter: ‘We
were welcomed with coffee
and biscuits then the tour
that followed was fascinating.
The museum houses many

Area Secretary
Joanne Andrew

Court Brownlow 6444
Martyn 01582 616 865

Court Fountain of Friendship 4480
Martyn 01582 616 865

Court Nell 6443
Joanne 07954 464 290

Court Perseverance 2796

Ted 01923 466 955 planes built by the De Havilland

Court Prince Albert 2643 Cﬁm,\ia”y' ,Amoﬂg lt,hﬁm was g
Joanne 07954 464 290 the Mosquito, the lightest an

Court Star of Hertfordshire 3511 SIS DEMITr UEEE CUrig

Christine 01234 772 794 the Second World War as they

[
Court Unity 9286 were made from Yvood. Some
lan 01234 772 794 of the factual stories our guide

Court Verulam Excelsior 6054 told us were amazing.

lan 01234 772 794

'l think we’re just out of Waldorfs’

On 12 April, Court Fountain of Friendship 4480 enjoyed dinner
with a difference at the Linton Hotel, Luton. Martyn Fisher, Court
Secretary, reports: ‘Members took part in a Fawlty Towers dining
experience, with Basil, Sybil and of course Manuel (he’s from
Barcelona). The cast performed sketches from the hit TV show,
including interactive games. With over 100 people in attendance,
Court 4480 members won the overall quiz and were awarded
certificates and a large bottle of champagne.’ [Sounds like a fun
evening. Would you care for a rat? — Ed.]

34 FORESTERS MISCELLANY

Congratulations to members Ted and Jennie
House who celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary in March 2025. Ted, Secretary
of Court Perseverance 2796, and Jennie
marked their Diamond anniversary with

a party with family and friends. They also
received a card from the King and Queen on
their special occasion.
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NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES

Area action

In April the Northern Home Counties Area arranged a trip

to Potters Resort at Hopton-on-Sea, near Great Yarmouth. bowling competition while others enjoyed the wonderful
Our reporter writes: ‘37 members took the plunge and weather while playing golf, shooting, archery, karting and
enjoyed five days of activities. Three members entered a various other activities.’

WALES AND THE BORDERS
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Area Secretary
Gail Lancaster

Court Bailey 2751
Gail 01446 736 244

o Court Coventry 7829
Midsummer meal Rosemary 01452 535 897
Court Loyal Hope 2949
On 25 June, Court Coventry 7829 met again at the Bell Inn in Eckington, Gail 01446 736 244
Worcestershire. Rosemary Groves, Court Secretary, reports: ‘On a warm and Court Marquis Of Bute 2842
sunny Midsummer’s Day, 16 members enjoyed a delicious lunch and each Gail 01446 736 244
other’s very good company.’ Court Pride Of The Wye 2849

Michael 01594 860 239

An egg-cellent AGM

Court Coventry 7829 held their AGM on 20 March. ‘It was a busy and
productive meeting. As part of the Court’s ongoing commitment to support
the local food bank, Pershore Community Cupboard, members donated
easter eggs in addition to the usual grocery items, to try to ensure that no
child in our locality misses out.’
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SOUTH LONDON

SOUTH
LONDON

Area Secretary

Hazel Pudney

Court Apollo 3861

Janet 01708 478 980

Court British Flag 3213
Joanne (Interim) 07954 464 290
Court Eleanor Rummyn 3182
Catherine 01483 481 203

Court Foresters Fancy 1968
Cheryl 07885 761 787

Fundraising fun

Court Wellington 3449 welcomed members and friends to a f =
Fish & Chips Fundraising Afternoon at St Barnabas Church
Hall on Saturday 22 March. The Court reports: ‘Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger,

joined in with fun and games. We enjoyed tasty food, good company and
raised £240 for her appeal for The Rivers Trust.’

Court Foresters’ Glory 2242
Libby 07856 455 331

Court Guildford Castle 3094
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Nelson’s Pride 2338

Mike 020 8333 7668

Court Newark Abbey 4675

Anne 01252 404 276

Court Planet Of Streatham 3408
lan 07856 747 299 4, i 3 L2 | -
Court Runnymede 2089 _ . R e vy
Janet 01708 478 980 = : : "

Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399
Anne 01252 404 276

Court Wellington 3449
Rosemary 020 8652 7467
Court Wellington Hope 2215
Brenda 01474 568 459

Sir Colin at Squire’s

On 2 July, Court Sir Colin Campbell
4399 enjoyed a tasty social

event. Susan Woodall, Assistant
Secretary, writes: ‘Members and
friends had a delicious Afternoon
Tea at Squire’s, Badshot Lea

in Farnham. We raised £50 for

the High Chief Ranger’s charity,
Alzheimer’s Society.’

Here's how some members kept cool in London
during the summer heatwave - heading indoors
to watch a play. On Saturday 12 July, a group
from Court Wellington 3449 enjoyed a day at the Palace Theatre seeing

both parts of Harry Potter and the Cursed Child: ‘A magical experience’ they
report. Two weeks later, members of Court Guildford Castle 3094 joined Court
Abbey Foresters 1940 for a performance of Agatha Christie’s Witness for the
Prosecution at London’s County Hall. ‘A great performance in a wonderful
atmospheric setting.’
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SOUTH LONDON SCOTLAND AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

SCOTLAND & ’

NORTHERN |
IRELAND

Area Secretary
Norrie Dudgeon

Court Abbey 7167
Lesley 07773 990 393

Court Abercorn 5798
Eileen 0131 241 6458

Court Argyll 5968
Malcolm 01586 552 599

Court Donside 6770
Kathleen 01224 312 185

ROYO' appointment Y. i ¥ B2 Court Dunedin, Heart Of
" : o i L s B Midlothian 5257

Norrie 07816 091 908
Court Giant’s Causeway 2024

Members from various South London

Courts felt both pouring rain and scorching heat on 19 July during an outing to Julie 07900 993 043

Hampton Court Palace. Our reporter writes: ‘After a (very soggy) group photo, Court Neilson 6329

there was a fantastic tour with fellow Forester and Blue Badge Guide, Christine. Eleanor 01698 826 854

Some of the younger members met King Henry VI before the sun came out for Court Pride of the Forth 5686

jousting, falconry displays and a wander around the gardens. We even got lost Lesley 07773 990 393

in the famous maze. An enjoyable day, great to see everyone.’ Court Royal Oak 4640
Eleanor 01698 826 854
Court St. Bernard 5522

Matthew 07713 434380

The play’s the thing...

. . ' At the end of July members of Court
ChGl’lfy Sh'eld Donside 6770 attended an open-air

theatre show, The Merry Wives of
Saturday 31 May saw Court Wellington 3449 host their ’ Windsor, at Ellon Castle Gardens.
annual charity darts night at Epsom Town Social Club. Kathleen Sinclair, Court Secretary,

The winning team were presented with the Bert Choney Charity Shield, named in reports: ‘Just before the show we
honour of the Court’s long-serving former Secretary who passed away in 2024. had a heavy shower of rain but then
The evening raised £450 for the Court’s charity, Leatherhead Swans. ‘Great fun, the sun returned and it turned into a

super darts. Thank you to everyone who joined in and supported the event.’ very enjoyable evening.’
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YORKSHIRE
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YORKSHIRE

Area Secretary

Helen Mackinnon

Court Abiding Hope 2560
Andrea 01924 460 602

Court Chatsworth 2337
Alison 07729 879 138

Court Children Of The Forest 3710
Mike 0161 449 9665

Court Excelsior 4634
Kathryn 07900 256 174

Court Forester's Home 405
Martin 07875 284 883

Court Friendship 9370
Abraham 01482 441 750

Court George Stephenson 808
Chris 07393 806 584

Court Good Intent 2795
Sarah 07717 492 374

Court Goodwin 7225
Martyn 01709 511 923

Court Hotham 719
Carole 01377 270 140

Court Knaresborough Old Castle 506

Kate 07814 229 075

Court Lady Hilda 567
Michael 07979 953 133

Court Marquis Grand United 4727
Shirley 0161 449 9665

Court Perseverance 1586
Helen 01845 526 035

Court Peveril Of The Peak 1972
Tracey 01663 751 151

Court Roebuck 2510
David 07729 709 568

Court Sir Robert Peel 6088
Paul 0113 245 3062

Court Spirit Of Bagthorpe 5317
Theresa 01623 659 511

Court Swan 498
Peter 07802 652 123

Court The Three Marys 322
Joan 01422 315 646

Court Victory's Pride 3067
Lindsey 01482 820 144

Court White Rose 447
Helen 01845 526 035

Court William & Mary 332
Adrian 01484 687 079
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Big break

Bubbly bunny

At the start of June, your Editor heard
about a promising young Forester:
‘Harry Goddard of Court White
Rose 447 has been playing snooker
for England for two years. About
to turn 16, he hopes to become a
professional at aged 18/19. So that
Harry can practice regularly, he has
been awarded £1,000 grants from
Court 447 and the Foresters Support
Fund. The money will help his mother
Liz fund the cost of building a shed
with a full-size snooker table in the
back garden.’

A Brush with

Court 808

On 8 June, Court George
Stephenson 808 met for
afternoon tea at the City of
Newcastle Golf Club. ‘Another
fab event for over 30 members.
We welcomed visitors from Daft
as a Brush Cancer Patient Care,
a charity that transport cancer patients to and from hospital free of charge.
Kathleen Alderson, Chief Ranger, presented a £250 cheque from the Court to
Brian Burnie who founded the charity.’

Court Knaresborough Old Castle
506 enjoyed a Royal Champagne
Afternoon Tea at Goldsborough Hall
on 7 June. Our furry friend reports:
70 members and guests came
together for a wonderful afternoon
at a stunning venue. The event
raised approximately £244 for local
charity Inspire Youth Yorkshire.
Thank you all for your generosity.’




On 15 May, members of Court George Stephenson 808
enjoyed a tour of the People’s Theatre in Newcastle. Our
reporter writes: ‘A fantastic day out. Great to see behind the
scenes, enjoy some gorgeous home-made cakes and all
finished off with an illuminating presentation on the theatre’s
history. Here’s a photo of us enjoying the limelight on stage.’

At the end of their May meeting,
Court William and Mary 332 |
celebrated a long-standing 3
member. lan Stead reports from i
the Court: ‘Melanie Shilton, Sub s

Chief Ranger, presented her '

uncle Edward Fisher with a Service medal to celebrate his
upcoming eightieth birthday on 13 June. Bro. Edward was
born in Houses Hill, on the outskirts of Huddersfield. He
became a Forester at birth when his father enrolled him into
Court 301 The Chase, Whitley. Edward held every position
at Court 301 until it transferred to Court 332. Edward

and his wife Brenda celebrate their Diamond wedding
anniversary later this year. They have two daughters and four
grandchildren, who are all Foresters.’

Court The Three Mary’s 322 went tenpin bowling on

29 June. Lynda Jowett, Assistant Secretary, writes:

‘We had four lanes at the Electric Bowl in Halifax.
Everyone had a good time and enjoyed the afternoon.
At our next Court meeting on Monday 11 July, our Chief
Ranger Alison presented the overall winner Damien with
their trophy. This happened to be a Foresters limited
edition bowl, which | thought was very apt.’

MEMBER MOMENTS

Past and present
Secretaries of Court Swan
498 met during an event at
the Cornmill Lodge Hotel

in Leeds on Sunday 29
June. Ken Wigglesworth
(left) is pictured with current
Secretary, Peter Carnell
(right). Bro. Ken joined the Society in the 1950s. Beginning
in June 1981 he served as Secretary of Court Swan for
43 years. From 1989 to 2003, Ken was Secretary of both
the Leeds District and the Leeds Investment Association,
positions he held until retirement. ‘I enjoyed my 43 years
as Secretary of Court 498. | was also pleased to serve as
a justice of the peace for the City of Leeds for nearly 30
years.” [Good to see you Ken — Ed.]

Courts Goodwin 7225 and Excelsior 4634 held a joint
social event on 25 July. Martyn Blueitt, Secretary of
Court 7225 reports: ‘It comprised a pottery painting
class organised by our new Social Secretary, Elisaveta
Spiridonova. There were drinks and snacks of course
and the event was very well attended. It was particularly
satisfying that six of the group were young members.’
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b

<

NATIONAL

DIARY DATES

27 FEBRUARY - 1 MARCH 2026

Southern Conference — The Queens
Hotel, Southsea

13-15 MARCH 2026

Northern Conference -
Weetwood Hall Hotel, Leeds

25 APRIL 2026

High Chief Ranger’s Grand Charity Ball
— The Royal Hotel, Weston-super-Mare

20-22 JUNE 2026

High Court 2026 — Venue Cymru,
Llandudno

5 SEPTEMBER 2026

Court Secretaries Conference
— Leonardo Hotel, Hinckley,
Leicestershire

Contact details:

Court Helpdesk
0800 101 8310
cheg@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Court Development Officers
Sharon Blunsdon

Bruce Hicks

Trish Slade
cdo@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

High Chief Ranger
gail.lancaster@forestersfriendlysociety.
co.uk

Foresters Brass
forestersbrass@gmail.com
Court email addresses

The email address for each Court has
the same format — the Court number
followed by the Society email address.

For example:
Court1234@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Foresters on Facebook

www.facebook.com/forestersfriendly
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Out and

with. Toresters

Trek26

On Saturday 30 August, Trish Slade (Court Development Officer), Richard Dickinson
(Chief Executive) and Mark Allen (Finance Director) completed Trek26 Jurassic Coast.
This sponsored walk is one of a series of 26-mile routes organised by Alzheimer’s Society,
the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal. Trish, Richard and Mark set off from Swanage at
6.40am and completed the walk - via Peveril Point, Corfe Castle and Studland Bay - in 9
hours 30 minutes. The trio provide some notes from the trek.

Mark: ‘My preparations had been thorough. My knees were slathered in Deep Heat, heels
and toes mummified in anti-blister tape, plus | had earphones for the football scores and
lashings of Kendal Mint Cake. Sadly, the cake got waterlogged and fused into one sorry
mass, while the howling wind and lack of signal made any attempt to use the radio utterly
futile. Trish and Richard were often about 50 yards ahead as | puffed along to keep up, but
they graciously let me put my foot over the finish line first.’

Richard: ‘It was a fabulous experience, well organised by Alzheimer’s Society. They
looked after us all the way. The other trekkers were very friendly, although for some
reason | decided that this was a race and that we needed to win! So, | am sorry to say, |
badgered Trish and Mark all the way round. At mile 21 the heavens opened. We also had
to navigate round some very big cows. Never has a hot bath felt so good or my dinner so
appreciated.’

Trish: ‘The facilities at the rest stops were outstanding with cheery volunteers always lifting
our spirits. We were also very pleased to be greeted by Tony Dayman, Secretary of Court
Anchor of Hope 6209. His stalwart support was gratefully received. The weather started
closing in just as we started tackling the last big hill. By the time we reached the top we
were soaking wet. Our footwear filled with water and the wind drove the rain so hard into
our faces it stung. But we persevered and, still smiling, we made it over the finish line.’

Well done to Trish, Richard and Mark. So far they have raised over £2,400. Members can
still make donations to support their efforts by visiting the JustGiving website at
www.justgiving.com/page/foresters-1.

If you would like to sign up for any of next year’s Treks, visit the Alzheimer’s Society website
www.alzheimers.org.uk or search for ‘Alzheimer’s Society Trek26’.



OUT AND ABOUT

2025 High Chief Ranger’s Grand Charity Ball

The High Chief Ranger’s Grand Charity Ball was held on Saturday with a room full of Foresters tucking into a delicious three-course
26 April at the historic Keele Hall in Staffordshire. Attendees meal. The raffle raised over £500 for The Rivers Trust then a disco
included Past High Chief Rangers, the High Sub-Chief Ranger, struck up in an adjoining room. A good night was had by all’.

plus members of the Board and Membership Committee. Special The next day, many attendees visited the Foresters Museum to
guests were Jane Mann and Natalie Coffee from The Rivers Trust, explore the collection: “The wonderful variety of items, records
who thanked Foresters for supporting the charity. There was also and memorabilia brought back lots of memories. We had a super
a display of objects from the Foresters Museum, which is based weekend, well done to everyone involved in organising it.’

nearby in Tunstall. Our reporter writes: ‘The dinner was excellent,
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OUT AND ABOUT

The late Jackie Ingman (centre) helps the new Board have their photo taken

Delegates at Southsea thank Linda Levett

2025 Southern and Northern

Conferences

Conference season began on Saturday 22 February at The
Queens Hotel in Southsea. As previously, the weekend was
organised by Linda Levett, Past High Chief Ranger, with support
from the Southern Home Counties Area Committee. Before
Christmas 2024, Linda was seriously ill and hospitalised for
several weeks. Happily, she was well enough to attend the
conference. Linda told delegates that her doctor had prescribed it
as therapy!

There were 128 attendees. Besides 114 delegates (including 21
who took part for the first time), there were 14 visitors. Among
the group were seven Past High Chief Rangers, all the Court
Development Officers and the Membership Committee. Overall,
there were Foresters from 70 Courts. Besides familiar faces,
members had the chance to meet seven of the Society’s new
Directors, including those appointed only days earlier.

A month later, the full Board attended the Northern Conference.
Held from 14-16 March, it took place at a superb new venue, the
Weetwood Hall Hotel in Leeds. Besides the Board, there were
97 registered delegates plus guests. Among them were Peter
Nixon, Curator at the Foresters Museum, and your Editor. | was
delighted to attend again and meet more fellow members. Helen
Mackinnon, Yorkshire Area Secretary, ran the weekend smoothly,
with support from the Yorkshire Area Committee.

Jo Andrew, High Chief Ranger, chaired both conferences and
provided updates about her charity appeal for The Rivers Trust.
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She informed delegates that members had raised just over
£34,000. Merchandise was on sale throughout both weekends

to encourage further donations. Jo’s daughter Brooklyn also
launched a fundraising challenge. During the first day of the
Southern Conference, Brooklyn unfolded a portable rowing
machine and took to the floor to begin a sponsored ‘Row-a-thon’.

The target was to row the equivalent length of the River Thames,
some 215 miles. Bruce Hicks and Trish Slade (both Court
Development Officers) later agreed to join in using their own
rowing machines. Brooklyn, Bruce and Trish planned to row their
final mile onstage at High Court. Instead, the trio were so keen
that they finished early! They completed 215 miles each before
High Court began and raised over £1,200 for The Rivers Trust.

Though their venues and dates were different, the Conferences
followed similar programs.

One topic dominated the agenda at Southsea and Leeds - the
Society closing individual insurance products to new business.
Richard Dickinson, Chief Executive, and Mark Allen, Finance
Director, spoke at both conferences about the reasons behind the
decision. They also highlighted the Board’s preference to transfer
some of Foresters’ insurance business to another friendly society.
For more information about this, see Richard’s article on p3.

With insurance products closing, the Board asked the
Membership Committee to research ways that Foresters can



Brooklyn Andrew begins
her row-a-thon

retain current members and attract new ones. The Membership
Committee led workshops on this at both conferences. Delegates
were invited to suggest ideas and share views. Topics raised
included Society benefits, marketing and membership pricing.
These discussions fed into the development of Foresters Plus,
which was announced at High Court.

There were also some unigue sessions. At Southsea, lan Bogg,
Change Manager at the Southampton office, spoke on the
forthcoming Court Portal. The portal is a special section of the
Foresters website built to help Court Secretaries. It has been
launched gradually to Secretaries throughout 2025. At the
Northern Conference, delegates heard from the Leeds Investment
Association (LIA). Richard Crowther, Chairman, and Christopher
Lofthouse, Secretary, gave an interesting presentation on the LIA's
history and structure. Delegates also tried a gentle Pilates session.
Good exercise and good fun!

Also in Leeds, Ted Ingman provided an update as Chairman of the
Yorkshire Foresters Convalescent Home. Afterwards, the Yorkshire
Area presented a cheque to the Home for £4,400. Members

had raised this remarkable sum since the Covid lockdowns of
2020. Delegates also supported Stuart and Tasha Kenny of Court

OUT AND ABOUT

Margaret Evans presents the Yorkshire
Foresters Convalescent Home donation

Northern Conference dinner

Edgmond 2447. Stuart and Tasha were each taking on a 22-mile
sponsored swim for the charity Diabetes UK. They completed the
challenge in June, raising over £600. [Well done to all swimmers,

rowers and fundraisers. Fantastic effort - Ed.]

An undoubted highlight of the regional conferences is the High
Sub-Chief Ranger announcing their charity appeal for the following
year. Gail Lancaster maintained the tradition by unveiling her
2025-26 appeal for Alzheimer’s Society. Gail talked about why
she chose the charity and played a very moving video about

the effects of Alzheimer’s. Readers can find out more about the
charity appeal elsewhere in this edition.

Though they are work events, the conferences embraced the
social side of Foresters. Attendees at Southsea and Leeds
enjoyed a gala dinner, complete with a fundraising raffle.
Conference organisers Linda Levett and Helen Mackinnon
received bouquets of flowers in thanks for all their work. Your
Editor would like to thank Linda and Helen, plus the following
members for their help: Brooklyn Andrew, Sharon Blunsdon,
Bruce Hicks and Lisa Russell. Conference dates have since been
announced for 2026. Hopefully see you there!
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Alzheimer’s
Society

Staff Summer Fete

At the Southampton office on 9 July, Foresters staff took part in a fundraiser for Alzheimer’s Society. The Summer Fete featured a bake sale,
raffle and sweet stall, plus various games including darts, hook a duck and egg and spoon races. In total the team raised £180 for the High
Chief Ranger’s charity appeal.

Heritage Trust
project progress

This photo taken at the end of 2024 may not seem much yet Peter
Nixon, Curator at the Foresters Museum, reveals: ‘Progress on

two long-term projects. The Court Directories and back copies of
Miscellany sent off for digitisation have now been returned to the
Museum. Joinery is also progressing on the new banner stor age
unit.” [Editor’s note - Good to hear Peter. Readers can look forward
to further updates on the Museum and the Heritage Trust digitisation
project in future editions of Miscellany.]

Common dementia symptoms

Memory loss

Difficulty organising thoughts or
staying focused

Problems using words or
communicating

Problems with vision

Getting confused about where you
are, or what time it is

QO0AOBO

Changes in mood or personality

QAlzheimer’s Society

If you are worried about yourself or
someone close to you, you can call the
Dementia Support Line on 0333 150 3456.
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CROSSWORD 20

JUST FOR FUN

Across

1. Swimming style (10)

7. Bangers (8)

8. Test (4)

9. HCR, ___ Lancaster (4)
10. Welcomed (7)

12. HCR charity’s blue flower
(6-2-3)

14. Creative writing (7)

16. Engrave (4)

18. Weave wool with needles (4)
19. Type of exercise (8)

21. HCR charity,
(10)

Society

Answers to be published

in the following edition

Down

1. Melvyn or Billy? (5)
2. Bank teller (7)
3. Autograph (4)

4. Speakers use them at
High Court (8)

5. 2025 Charity Ball
venue, ___ Hall (5)

6. Skill (6)
11. Empty tomb (8)
12. Pal (6)

13. Famous furniture missing?

(7)
15. Entire amount (5)
17. HSCR, Bruce __ ()

20. Initial return on investment
(1,1,1)

Answers SOLUTION TO ISSUE 1645
in the next 8|4|3|7|6(5]|2[1]|9
edition 7|5(1]2|9|3|6|8|4
2(6|9|4|1|8|5|7)|3
Howtoplay: 913(7|6(5|4|8|2(1
5 711 2 , 1]2]6(3|8]9]as]|7
Complete the grid so slelal1171213(9 6
3 that every row, column 3lol2lalalil7lels
and 3x 3 boxcontains [ T718lsl3l79 a2
2 5 8 7 the numbers 1 to 9. a|l7!5l912|6|l1/3]|8
5| 4 78
6 Answers to Crossword 19 (issue 1646)
3 6 8 ] Across: 1. Scarborough 9. Telford 10. Swede 11. Unit 12.
Gigantic 14. Trust 15. Clyde 20. Refrains 21. Defuse 22. Arun
4 7 5 2 24. Ninja 25. Richest 26. Dee 27. Tyne 28. Wreath
Down: 2. Collier 3. Rook 4. Ordain 5. Obstacle 6. Great 7.
] Stour 8. Beach 13. Escapade 16. Derwent 17. Trent 19. Unity
21. Fancy 23. Ache
7 118 4
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LETTERS

Voice...

Hi,

I’m a fourth generation Forester
and have recently graduated from
the University of Bristol with a
Master’s degree in Mechanical
Engineering. | would like to thank
Foresters and in particular Court
Promise 153 who provided me
with the Educational Award grant

To write in to Miscellany:

Email: editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Post: Miscellany, Foresters Friendly Society,
Genesis Centre, Innovation Way,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4BF

Freepost:
Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

I’ve attached a photo from my
graduation on 10 July at the Wills
Memorial Building in Bristol. |
appreciate the support and will
keep in touch with Foresters!

Kind regards,
Henry Fieldsend,
Court Promise 153

which supported me through the

four-year degree course.

The following letter has been forwarded for
publication by John Springham, Past High
Chief Ranger, and his lady, Brenda Watson:

Dear John and Brenda,

On behalf of everyone at Youth Sport Trust, we
would like to express our heartfelt gratitude.
Your support of Youth Sport Trust, our
Conference and our 2025 Awards has been
instrumental in making a truly impactful and
memorable experience for all who attended.

Your commitment to empowering young people
through sport and play has not only helped
bring the conference to life but has also enabled
us to continue inspiring educators, coaches

and young leaders across the UK. The keynote
events, discussions, workshops, exhibition

and networking opportunities at the event are
vital for driving change and fostering healthier,
happier futures for our youth.
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The Awards Dinner was a particular highlight.

It was incredible to celebrate the achievements
of teachers, schools and young people who are
championing the transformative power of sport
and play.

Thank you once again for believing in our vision
and being a key part of this journey. Together,
we are making a significant difference in the lives
of young people by creating opportunities for
them to thrive through sport and play.

Yours faithfully,

Justin Gould, Chief Revenue Officer
Ali Oliver MBE, Chief Executive Officer
Youth Sport Trust

[Editor’s note — John and Brenda kindly
forwarded this letter after attending Youth Sport
Trust’s Annual Conference & Awards Dinner.
There will be further news about this in the next
edition of Miscellany...]




Miscellany is your membership magazine - MIS( ELLQ\M Y
for you, about you, your community of A
friends. If you would like to receive future

editions, please let us know.

Inside each edition you can read about the great
social events we offer and the fundraising work

we do for charities, all while having fun. You can
subscribe to Miscellany as a benefit of belonging s —
to Foresters Friendly Society.

<es linfroducing Foresters pius

To receive Miscellany by subscription visit our website at
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

Alternatively, you can complete and return the form below.
(Photocopied and scanned forms will be accepted if you don’t
want to cut up your magazine). You can also subscribe by
contacting your Court Secretary.

When you subscribe you will be automatically entered into our
FREE PRIZE DRAW for £250. Enter now so you don’t miss out!

Please enter your details below using capital letters and return to:
Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Title: How would you like
. . ’
Eirst Name: to receive Miscellany?
Print subscription
Surname: P D
Address: Online subscription D
Terms and conditions: Free Prize Draw. You must be
a Foresters member aged 16 or over. Employees or
Post code: agencies of Foresters Friendly Society or their immediate
family members, or anyone else connected with the Prize
Contact number: Draw, may subscribe to Miscellany but may not enter
the free Prize Draw. The winner will be chosen at random
Email address: and informed after the Draw closes. The editor’s decision
is final. For full Terms and Conditions visit
Court name/number: www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany
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Join the group today to:

® keep up to date with the latest goings on across our network of Courts
® share news and photos from your Court with other Foresters

@® access online copies of Miscellany magazine

@® enjoy a first glimpse of forthcoming Miscellany articles

The Foresters Miscellany group has been set up as ‘Private’. This means there is no advertising
and no spam. Furthermore, nobody else on Facebook can see who’s in the group and what is
posted there.

To join the Miscellany group, you will need to have a Facebook account.
Then follow these simple steps:

1. Search for ‘Foresters Miscellany’ on Facebook or type in the following URL:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/540397172820498/

2. Click the blue ‘Join Group’ button.
3. Answer the two simple questions that appear onscreen and click ‘Submit’

(The questions help the group administrators to confirm that you are a Foresters member.
Only the administrators of the group will see your answers.)

The group administrator will then review your answers and add you into the group.
It’s as simple as that!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Editor at:
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk



