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Join us on Facebook

Did you know that Miscellany has its own Facebook group? 
All Foresters are welcome to join it. Just like the magazine, 
the group is about Foresters, for Foresters and by Foresters. 

Join the group today to:

l	 keep up to date with the latest goings on across our network of Courts

l	 share news and photos from your Court with other Foresters

l	 access online copies of Miscellany magazine 

l	 enjoy a first glimpse of forthcoming Miscellany articles 

The Foresters Miscellany group has been set up as ‘Private’. This means there is no advertising 
and no spam. Furthermore, nobody else on Facebook can see who’s in the group and what is 
posted there.

To join the Miscellany group, you will need to have a Facebook account. 
Then follow these simple steps:

1.	 Search for ‘Foresters Miscellany’ on Facebook or type in the following URL: 
www.facebook.com/groups/540397172820498/

2. Click the blue ‘Join Group’ button. 

3. Answer the two simple questions that appear onscreen and click ‘Submit’

(The questions help the group administrators to confirm that you are a Foresters member. 
Only the administrators of the group will see your answers.) 

The group administrator will then review your answers and add you into the group. 
It’s as simple as that!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact your Editor at: 
editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk



Thank you everyone for your contributions to Miscellany. 
The deadline for submissions for the next issue is 31 July 2026.   
Please note that for better reproduction photographs need to be a high resolution, 
ideally 300dpi. If you do not want your photograph published please inform me 
by email at the address below. The editor reserves the right to edit and condense 
contributions or publish articles at a later date.

To receive Miscellany by subscription, please visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk        Foresters - Miscellany

The start of 2026 has been busier than usual. The 
Society is preparing for a period of great change. 
On the next pages, our CEO Richard Dickinson 
explains more about this, plus how we as members 
will be affected and can be involved. 

Elsewhere, there are articles from members 
and Courts up and down the land. Look out for 
helicopters, Christmas elves, Lionel Ritchie, a visit 
to the Houses of Parliament and a trip to Ghana. 
There are also three university graduations and 
a one hundredth birthday. As always, thank you 
to everyone who sent items for publication - and 
apologies to all those that couldn’t be included this 
time. Articles and photos are always most welcome 
and most gratefully received, so please keep them 
coming.

Gail Lancaster, our High Chief Ranger, tells us 
about her year so far. There is also an article on 
her 982 Mile Challenge fundraising campaign. The 
Challenge invites members to join in with 982 miles 
of sponsored walking, running, swimming or other 
activities, to raise money for her charity appeal for 
Alzheimer’s Society. The figure 982 miles represents 
the 982,000 people in the UK diagnosed with 
dementia. 

Large numbers can feel rather abstract. From movie 
budgets to football transfer fees, big figures are 
sometimes thrown around frivolously like confetti. 
Yet, how many of us know 1,000 people, or 
10,000 - let alone 982,000? Hopefully, the 982 Mile 
Challenge, provides a tangible reminder that behind 
this big number are individuals, each one a person 
living with dementia on a daily basis. 

There is another big number that Foresters 
contribute to each year; the total amount raised 
for the High Chief Ranger’s appeal. This edition 
of Miscellany revisits the three previous charities - 
The Rivers Trust, Youth Sport Trust and Foresters 
Heritage Trust - to see the impact of Foresters 
fundraising. Their updates are a reminder that each 
of us can do a little. And together we can do a lot. 

‘There is power in unity, and there is power in numbers’ – Martin Luther King Jnr.

Rory Walsh, Editor

Welcome to Miscellany
EDITOR’S WELCOME

H
ello and welcome to Miscellany. I hope that fellow Foresters 
and friends everywhere are keeping well. Regular readers 
will know that the first half of the year is a busy one for 
Foresters. By now, the regional Conferences will have taken 

place in Southsea and Leeds, plus members nationwide will have 
enjoyed the High Chief Ranger’s charity ball in Weston-Super-Mare. 
High Court, the Society’s summer AGM, is also fast approaching in 
Llandudno. 
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Dear members,

The financial services landscape continues to evolve. Like 
many mutuals, we have had to consider carefully how best to 
serve our members in an increasingly competitive and capital-
intensive environment. Following the closure to new individual 
insurance business at the end of 2024 and subsequent 
operational changes, it became clear that the best way to 
protect members’ interests is to pursue a transfer of Foresters’ 
UK insurance business (excluding Guernsey) to another 
Friendly Society.

This approach is designed to deliver improved outcomes for 
policyholders while also removing the potential risk of future 
calls on Court funds - ensuring greater long-term security for 
all members.

Progress towards a transfer

After extensive work, I’m pleased to confirm that we have 
signed the legally binding terms (called the Framework 
Agreement) to transfer our UK insurance business to 
Shepherds Friendly Society, with a proposed effective date of  
1 January 2027.

This follows a thorough process including due diligence and 
careful consideration by both organisations. Importantly, all 
existing product terms, conditions, and guarantees will remain 
unchanged under the proposed transfer.

We have chosen Shepherds Friendly Society because of its 
strong financial position, operational capability, and long-
standing commitment to mutual values. Founded on principles 
that closely mirror our own, Shepherds shares our focus on 
fairness, responsibility, and delivering for members. Unlike 
Foresters, Shepherds only has policyholder members and 
is fully focused on building a successful financial services 
business. 

What this means for you

If approved, the transfer is expected to provide a number  
of benefits. These include:

•	 Continued security and service for policyholders within a 
larger, well-capitalised mutual  

•	 A distribution of Foresters’ own funds into With-Profits funds  
for the benefit of the With-Profit policyholders

•	 A cash distribution to all members, expected in mid-2027

•	 A share in future profits from the Group business

•	 Continued membership status for transferring UK 
policyholders for at least three years following the transfer  

These measures are designed to ensure that members directly 
benefit from the proposed transaction while maintaining 
continuity and confidence.

Your role in the decision

Foresters is a member-led organisation, and your voice is 
central to this process. The proposed transfer remains subject 
to several important steps, including:

•	 An independent actuarial review of the fairness of the terms  

•	 Votes by eligible members of both societies, in our case this 
means our UK policyholders 

•	 Approval of a resolution via a special High Court meeting 

•	 Regulatory approval  

In the coming months, you will receive detailed information to 
help you fully understand the proposal.

Richard Dickinson

Richard Dickinson, Chief 
Executive, provides an 
important update on the 
future shape of Foresters

Over recent months, the Foresters Board and Executive team have been 
focused on securing the long-term strength and sustainability of your 
Society. I want to take this opportunity to update you on the significant 
progress we’ve made and what it means for you as a valued member.
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Looking ahead

While we are optimistic about the future, it is important to be 
transparent. If the transfer does not proceed, the Board will 
need to consider alternative options, including managing the 
business in run-off or, ultimately, dissolution. Neither offers the 
same level of opportunity or security as the proposed transfer.

Alongside this, our Courts remain financially stable, supported 
by around £100 million in ring-fenced funds. Their continued 
success will depend on maintaining and growing membership 
and revenue, and we are committed to evolving this part of the 
Society in line with our traditions and values.

A shared journey

This is a pivotal moment in our history. The decisions we make 
now are about safeguarding the Society for current and future 
generations of members.

We are committed to keeping you informed every step of 
the way and ensuring you have the clarity and confidence to 
participate in this important decision. I will continue to hold 
evening webinars to allow all members to hear first-hand the 
latest developments and of course ask any questions. The 
proposed transfer will also be discussed at High Court this 
year and time will be allocated for a question-and-answer 
session.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours fraternally,

Richard
Richard Dickinson,
Chief Executive Officer

It became clear that 
the best way to protect 
members’ interests is 
to pursue a transfer of 
Foresters’ UK insurance 
business (excluding 
Guernsey) to another 
Friendly Society. This is 
a pivotal moment in our 
history. The decisions 
we make now are about 
safeguarding the Society 
for current and future 
generations of members.
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An update from Gail Lancaster, 
High Chief Ranger 
Dear friends,

I cannot believe how the time has flown since High Court 2025. 
It has been a pleasure to represent the Society, meet members 
throughout the country and listen to your views. I have been 
made to feel so welcome and the support for my chosen charity, 
Alzheimer’s Society, has been heart-warming. Invitations to attend 
Foresters events have taken me up and down the land, mostly by 
train. Thank you so much to all the Court Secretaries and Court 
members for all your help getting me to and from the events. 

Looking back, my very first invitation was to Court Semper Fidelis 
4938. Everyone was so friendly and even laughed at my attempt 
at a joke in my first speech. That was a note to myself to leave the 
jokes out… At another event in Liverpool, during a Peaky Blinders 
themed tour, the tour guide introduced me as the High Priestess! 
An interesting thought.

In August I went to a North Western Area dinner, a pleasure to 
visit. Then a trip with Court Faithful Abraham 1549 to Flamingo 
World with a party of forty, including many young Foresters 
families. The month finished with lunch at Court British Flag 3213. 
On the same day the intrepid trio of Richard Dickinson (Foresters 
CEO), Mark Allen (Finance Director) and Trish Slade (Court 
Development Officer) completed the Alzheimer’s Society’s Trek 
26 route along the Jurassic Coast in Dorset. They battled against 
some harsh conditions and I believe Mark’s toenails haven’t 
recovered. Thank you so much for all your effort.

September began with a lunch with Court Henbury 5779. I then 
headed to Luton for the Northern Home Counties Area Lunch. A 

singer entertained us during the meal and after. It was so nice to 
see couples dancing around the tables. In October we held an 
online ‘Spooktacular’ Halloween quiz. A big thank you to Laura 
Allcock, Court Marketing Manager, for organising the event and to 
Paul King for being quizmaster. And thanks of course to members 
who took part. My grandson thought you were all great fun, 
especially your Halloween costumes.

It was lovely to meet up with members north of the border in 
November for the Scottish Gathering. The weekend in Pitlochry 
included a local theatre trip to see an amazing version of ‘The 
Sound of Music’. I also took the opportunity to visit Carrbridge, 
the village I lived in back in 1968 with my family. That was a real 
blast from the past!

December got off to a festive start with the Southern Home 
Counties Christmas Concert. Foresters Brass performed 
beautifully and unveiled the Christmas single they released in 
support of my charity appeal. I would like to give a special thanks 
to Foresters Brass for all their support, which I’m eternally grateful 
for. December also included Alzheimer’s Society’s Elf Day. It was 
great to see members embracing the spirit brilliantly by dressing 
up as elves and collecting charity donations.

I was also delighted to attend a series of Christmas lunches and 
dinners with Courts 4399, 3094, 4675, 2849, 2991, 7829 and the 
Wales and the Borders Area. Each event was unique and it was 
wonderful to meet all of you. The dinners were fabulous and the 
raffles were astounding. A big thank you again to everyone who 

It has been a pleasure to 
represent the Society, meet 
members throughout the 
country and to listen to  
your views.



FORESTERS MISCELLANY   7

HIGH CHIEF RANGER

picked me up and dropped me off at stations and hotels on my 
Christmas route. 

As I said at the beginning of my year, I want to raise more 
awareness of Alzheimer’s. As part of that, the Society’s office 
teams at Southampton and Stoke hosted Dementia Friends 
sessions. These sessions gave colleagues the opportunity to 
learn more about dementia and the small but meaningful ways 
we can all offer support. Thank you to all the staff for taking part 
and to Ross Boon, Regional Fundraiser at Alzheimer’s Society, for 
leading the sessions.

I was excited to start 2026 with our ‘982 Mile Challenge’. 
In support of Alzheimer’s Society, I’m inviting members to 
collectively cover 982 miles by 22 June. That’s one mile for every 
one of the 982,000 people in the UK living with dementia. Every 
mile counts - and everyone is welcome to take part. To find out 
more, there is an article a little further in this issue of Miscellany. 

By the time you read this, I will have attended more events plus 
the Southern and Northern Conferences. Thank you all again 
for your support. Thank you for sharing your stories and for your 
donations to my charity appeal for Alzheimer’s Society. I have 
appreciated your kind and encouraging words on my choice 
of charity and your commitment. Your fundraising ideas are 
phenomenal, from fetes to elves to knitting and all the rest. Your 
enthusiasm and generosity continue to drive our charity appeal 
forward. A big round of applause to you all.

Yours fraternally,

Gail
Gail Lancaster
High Chief Ranger

gail.lancaster@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

With Devon & Cornwall Area 
Chief Ranger, Mike Chappell Wales and the Borders Christmas Lunch 

A proud day at Southern Conference 2026 Southern Home Counties Christmas Concert

Court 4938 dinnerCourt 4938 dinner
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Alzheimer’s Society, our High Chief Ranger’s 
charity, explain the role of diagnosis and 
launch their 2026 Forget Me Not Appeal 
There are currently around one million people in the UK living 
with dementia. One of our priorities is ensuring more people 
who need one get a fast and accurate dementia diagnosis. Early 
and accurate diagnosis is crucial - to manage symptoms, live 
independently for longer and avoid ending up in a crisis. 

In an Alzheimer’s Society survey, 3 out of 5 people with dementia 
wish they had got a diagnosis sooner. Being diagnosed at an 
earlier stage gives you a chance to adjust and get things you 
need. Diagnosis should let you know what type of dementia 
you have. It can also help you to plan for the future. You may 
get access to therapies, support groups and medicines to help 
you manage your symptoms. There is no cure for the diseases 
causing dementia yet - but an early diagnosis helps you to live as 
well as possible. 

What symptoms should I be aware of?
Dementia is a group of symptoms. It can be caused by different 
diseases that damage the brain. These symptoms get worse over 
time and include: 

·	 Memory loss 
·	 Confusion and needing help with daily tasks 
·	 Problems with language and understanding 
·	 Difficulties with organising thoughts 
·	 Problems with vision
·	 Changes in mood or personality 

People often start to forget things as they get older. For someone 
with dementia though, changes will be different, more serious 
and will affect their life more. If you’re worried about yourself or a 
loved one, download Alzheimer’s Society’s free online symptom 
checklist at www.alzheimers.org.uk/checklist 

How do I talk to a loved one if they’re showing 
symptoms?
There isn’t a right or wrong way to discuss what you’ve noticed. 
It can be a good idea, however, to consider in advance what 
you want to say. If you have decided to start a conversation with 
someone, the following tips may help:

Pick a familiar and non-threatening place where you both feel 
comfortable. Find a quiet time. Choose a moment when you 
won’t be rushed, disturbed or interrupted.

Choose words carefully. Use reassuring and non-judgmental 
language. You might start by gently asking the person if they’ve 
noticed any changes about themselves or been feeling any 
different from usual. If appropriate, mention things you’ve 
noticed or examples that you’re concerned about. Show that you 
are raising concerns because you care about them and want to 
offer support.

Listen. Take on board how the person responds. They may not 
react how you expect them to. It may make them frightened and 
confused. You may need to adapt your approach but try not to 
worry if they don’t respond well. Be positive. 
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Dementia Support Line: 
0333 150 3456 
www.alzheimers.org.uk

How do I get a dementia diagnosis?
If you’re worried about symptoms that may be dementia, start 
by talking to your GP. Before you meet them, make notes about 
what you want to say. You could ask a friend or relative to go with 
you. At the appointment, be honest and let the GP know what’s 
worrying you. Use words and descriptions that feel right to you. 
Make a note of what the GP says and ask questions if you’re 
unsure about anything.

Your GP will carry out an initial assessment. If your GP or another 
health professional thinks it’s possible you or a loved one might 
have dementia, they will refer you to a local memory service, 
which has medical staff who specialise in dementia. They will 
test your memory and see how you answer different types of 
questions. You may also have a scan to check for changes in your 
brain. Based on the assessment and results, the specialist will 
discuss their findings with you. You will then be able to access 
support that is right for you.

The assessment process can vary and will not be the same for 
everyone. For many people, getting a dementia diagnosis can 
be quite simple and take just a few weeks. For others it can take 
much longer, sometimes more than a year.

What support is available following a dementia 
diagnosis?
Alzheimer’s Society is the UK’s leading dementia charity. Whether 
it’s for yourself, a family member or friend, you can contact us 
through our Dementia Support Line on 0333 150 3456, or visit our 
website: www.alzheimers.org.uk   

You can also join our online community, the Dementia Support 
Forum, where you will be able to find out more about Alzheimer’s 
Society support. To find out more about local support services in 
your area, visit www.alzheimers.org.uk/find-support-near-you  

Together, we will end the devastation  
caused by dementia.

2026 Forget Me Not Appeal
Dementia is now the UK’s biggest killer. 1 in 3 people born 
in the UK today will develop dementia in their lifetime. Its 
cruelty overwhelms families. Its scale overwhelms our 
health and care systems. At Alzheimer’s Society, we’re 
leading the way, together with the people it touches, to 
create a future where dementia no longer devastates lives. 

This June marks our Forget Me Not Appeal. Donate to 
Alzheimer’s Society and you will receive your Forget 
Me Not badge to wear with pride. By donating, you are 
helping fund life-changing support and ground-breaking 
dementia research. Your Forget Me Not means helping 
people living with dementia access the support they need 
so they don’t have to face their hardest moments alone.

Behind every Forget Me Not, there are stories of lives 
devastated by dementia, of Dementia Advisers helping 
people navigate huge daily challenges, and of the 
researchers searching for breakthroughs. Whatever 
your story, please join Alzheimer’s Society’s Forget 
Me Not Appeal this June. To donate and receive your 
Forget Me Not badge, visit www.alzheimers.org.uk/
forgetmenotappeal
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January is often a time when people make resolutions for the 
year ahead. For many, this includes getting active. Gail Lancaster, 
High Chief Ranger, invited Foresters to set a new year resolution 
that would help raise money for Alzheimer’s Society. On 2 
January 2026 she launched the 982 Mile Challenge. 

High Chief Ranger Gail wrote: ‘Beginning in January, the 
challenge is to cover a collective distance of 982 miles. The 
distance represents the 982,000 people in the UK living with 
dementia. Taking part could be a great way to get active, feel 
good, and help to support my charity appeal.’

‘If you would like to take part, you can contribute your miles 
in any way you choose - jogging, running, swimming, cycling, 
dancing or rowing. Every mile counts. The goal is to reach 982 
miles together by High Court 2026 [in June]. You could even 
encourage your family and friends to join in and make it a team 
effort.’ Many members and Courts took up the challenge. Here is 
a sample of how Foresters are getting involved… 

Sharon Blunsdon, Court Development Officer, has embraced the 
challenge through swimming, cycling and walking. In January 
she completed over 88 miles. Sharon reports: ‘My challenge 
began in the small hours of New Year’s Day, with a walk home 
from an evening out. I am swimming at a local leisure centre and 
walking in the wonderful parkland of Blenheim Palace. I am not 
aiming to cover the whole 982 miles on my own but just wanted 
to contribute where and how I can.’ 

Ray Milne, Non-Executive Director, has pledged to hike 982,000 
metres - one metre for every person in the UK with dementia. 
The distance roughly equates to a marathon every week for 25 
weeks! By mid-February, Ray had completed 346,000 metres, in 
his native Yorkshire and beyond. Ray writes: ‘Some of the early 
morning walks have seen amazing sunrises. On Valentine’s Day, I 
did a wonderful 15k hike around Marsden Moor. While on holiday 
in Egypt, we had a short cruise on the Nile so occasionally I did a 
few kilometres by walking around the deck. I definitely got some 
strange looks.’ 

In Scotland, Kathleen Sinclair, Secretary of Court Donside 6770, is 
swimming 2,000 metres. ‘That’s just over a mile, though not all at 
once. I wish to thank all those who have sponsored me.’ Maureen 
Pack of Court Maberley Wyndham 4217 is also joining in. By 24 
January, she had walked 21 miles, including hikes around the 
Goodwood motor racing circuit. Four members of Court South 
Sussex 2454 (including former Secretaries Steve and Diana 
Linsdell) are dancing 100 miles. On 4 March they reported, 
‘To date we have danced 36 miles out of the 100 miles... keep 
dancing!’ 

Several members of Court Industry of Cobden 1752 have also 
taken up the challenge. Sandra Scotting, Court Secretary, writes: 
‘Some of us have limited mobility or health issues but we are 
doing our best collectively to walk as many miles as possible. One 
member is walking around their garden as many times as they 
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982 Mile Challenge 
As part of her appeal for Alzheimer’s Society, 
our High Chief Ranger is encouraging 
members to join in with a fundraising challenge

Ray Milne’s Valentine’s Day views
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can (weather permitting!), another is recording his steps on his 
weekly supermarket shop. Another member is walking along the 
seafront at Leigh-on-Sea.’ 

Sandra and her son Simon started the challenge early with a walk 
on Christmas Day while on holiday in Norway. ‘We spotted this 
golden tree in the distance so decided to find out more. I would 
like to say that we climbed up a mountain, but it was really a 
‘mound’ with a circular path to the top. We each clocked up about 
5 miles to reach it. It was cold, but a great way to keep warm, work 
off some Christmas food and participate in the challenge.’ 

In March, one Court 1752 member really did go up a mountain. 
Frank Summers climbed 5,000 metres of Mount Kilamanjaro as 
part of the challenge. The group photo shows Frank bottom left (in 
hat and dark glasses). The Court reports, ‘The altitude prevented 
him from doing the last part of the climb but he did most of it, so 
we are very proud of him.’

High Chief Ranger Gail also provided an update and invited other 
members to participate. ‘I sincerely thank everyone who is taking 
part. Every one of you is helping to raise funds and awareness for 
Alzheimer’s Society. There’s still plenty of time to join in. All your 
efforts will help to make a real difference for those affected by 
dementia.’

There is still time to support the 982 Mile 
Challenge. All members are invited to and any 
distance or donation, great or small, will go 
towards the High Chief Ranger’s appeal. 

How to take part:

1.	 Decide on the distance you would like to cover either 
individually or as a group

2.	 Email the Court Helpdesk at cheg@
forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk to tell them your 
distance (so they can keep an updated total)

3.	 Complete your distance by High Court 2026, and ask 
your friends and family to sponsor your efforts

4.	 Please feel free to share photos and progress updates

Members can make donations by bank transfers to the 
High Chief Ranger’s Appeal CIF Account or by visiting 
the appeal’s Just Giving page: 
www.justgiving.com/page/gail-lancaster-1 

Frank Summers 
on Kilimanjaro

Simon and Sandra Scotting

Maureen PackAn early startCourt 2454 dancers
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Name: the late Malcolm Prechner
Courts: Star of Hertfordshire 3511,  
Fountain of Friendship 4480, Brownlow 6444, 
Coventry 7829

Area: Northern Home Counties

Lived: Dunstable, Bedfordshire

Bro. Malcolm Prechner was born in Finsbury Park, 
London in August 1947. After working for British Rail 
as a passenger guard out of King’s Cross station, 

he became a sales manager for various companies 
before running his own video distribution business. Bro. 
Malcolm joined Foresters in October 1961 as a member 
of Court Park Valley 7297. He held several Court offices, 
including Chief Ranger, before becoming the Court’s 
Secretary in 1977 - a role he held for 21 years.

An active Forester for more than sixty years, Bro. Malcolm 
served in Court, District, Region and Area roles. He was 
Secretary of Court Fountain of Friendship 4480 for over a 
decade. Bro. Malcolm also served for eight years as Secretary 
of Court Coventry 7829 based in Worcestershire, over  
80 miles away from where he lived.

Bro. Malcolm was elected St Albans District Chief Ranger in 
1978 and later became a District Trustee. He was also the St 
Albans District standard bearer. Bro. Malcolm carried the St 
Albans standard at High Court parades and church services, 
plus the Foresters’ 150th Anniversary Parade in London to a 
service at Westminster Central Hall.

At Court and District level, Bro. Malcolm regularly organised 
social events. He was often the main minibus driver on day 
and weekend trips. He was also Master of Ceremonies for 
many years at the St Albans District annual dinners. Bro. 
Malcolm met his wife Janet at a Foresters dinner dance. They 
married in 1971 at Langleybury Church, Watford. Their first 
home was in St Albans before moving to Dunstable with their 
son Gavin, who is also a Forester.

Bro. Malcolm was elected Chief Ranger of the No.3 Region 
in 1991. When Areas were established, he was elected Chief 
Ranger of the Northern Home Counties Area. Bro. Malcolm 
was also a Trustee of both the Foresters Charity Stewards UK 
Trust and the Foresters Heritage Trust, which looks after the 
Foresters Museum in Tunstall. 

After attending his first High Court at Margate in 1965,  
Bro Malcolm became a regular delegate and speaker. In later 
years he attended High Court online. Before stepping down 
from his Foresters roles, his last offices were as Assistant 
Secretary for Courts 4480 and 6444. Bro. Malcolm died on 20 
July 2025, a month after his Portrait nomination at High Court. 
His wife Janet and son Gavin would like to thank everyone 
who attended the funeral. The presence of five Past High 
Chief Rangers was a proud testament to Bro. Malcolm’s time 
with Foresters.

Get to know some of the members 
who support our Society 

MEMBER PORTRAIT

Bro, Malcolm - seventh from left - carries the St Albans District 
standard at High Court
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CENTRAL

CENTRAL

Area Secretary
Susan Cockhill
Court Garibaldi 3533
Jan 07493 695 322
Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453
Court Lord Stanhope 2804
Brenda 01889 800 751
Court Moorlands 9475
Bob 01782 516 301
Court Pride Of Norton 5249
Susan 01922 512 391
Court Royal Rangers 1670
Bob 01782 516 301
Court Three Brothers 4482
Alison 07740 585 070
Court Watt Villa 2455
Sam 0121 476 1726

On 16 November 2025, Court Three 
Brothers 4482 revisited an old haunt. 
Alison Carnell, Court Secretary, 
explains. ‘We had a very successful 
Sunday lunch at the Littleton Arms  
pub in Penkridge. A great time was 
had by all. Despite the very cold 
weather a few of us tried to recreate 
a photo taken in 1911, which shows a Court 4482 church parade passing 
the Littleton Arms. There is no truth to the rumour that Court member Colin 
Pheasant is in both pictures!’

Brothers in Arms

Last year the Central Area decided to support the Midlands 
Air Ambulance Charity. On 1 March 2026, Area Secretary 
Susan Cockhill visited Cosford airbase to present a £350 
cheque on behalf of the members. Susan reports: ‘Along 
with Area Committee member Sharon, we handed our 
cheque to the lovely Katey who gave us a tour and told 
us more about the charity. When we arrived, their red 
helicopter was at an emergency in Bridgnorth, Shropshire. 

Their yellow helicopter was also despatched while we were 
there. Both can reach all parts of the Midlands region within 
eight minutes of getting a call. The red machine returned 
while we were having coffee, which gave us the chance 
to see it at close hand and speak with the pilot, Chris. 
The Midlands Air Ambulance needs £16m per year to run. 
The medical staff volunteer their services on days off from 
working for the NHS.’ 

Area air support 
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Foresters and Friends

Court Royal Rangers 1670 rounded 
off 2025 by presenting a £300 cheque 
to local charity Friends of Di’s Kitchen. 
Brenda Batt, Court Secretary, reports: 
‘This non-profit organisation provides 
food to people in need around Wolverhampton. The charity has over 50 
volunteers who purchase, collect and prepare food for over 960 guests each 
week.’ The Court presented the cheque on 4 December. A representative 
from Friends of Di’s Kitchen writes: ‘A massive thank you to Foresters. We, 
and our guests, are so grateful for your generosity.’

Members of Courts Royal Rangers 
1670, Lord Stanhope 2804 
and Moorlands 9475 enjoyed 
a pantomime on 6 December 
2025. Our reporter writes: ‘Forty 
Foresters, including four young 
members, met at the Red Lion Pub 
in Brereton for a lovely carvery. We 
then descended to the Red Rose 
Theatre in Rugeley to watch Robin 
Hood. It was excellent, with lots of 
laughs and a super tongue twister 
that had us all in stitches. We also 
met the cast afterwards, which 
rounded off the day perfectly.’

Three of a kind

On 10 December, Court Leek 
2005 had Christmas Lunch at 
the Westwood Golf Club. ‘Thank 
you to the 70-plus Foresters for 
coming, plus the friendly and 
helpful staff for a lovely meal. 
The raffle raised a fantastic £250 
which will be donated to our High 
Chief Ranger’s charity appeal, 
Alzheimer’s Society.’ Two days 
later, the Central Area Christmas 
Lunch saw 25 members from 
three Courts meet at 3Hammers 
Golf Club Bistro near Coven, 
Staffordshire. A collection raised 
over £70 for the Area charity, 
Midlands Air Ambulance.

Central Christmas 

Court Leek 2005 have scored a 
goal for local youth football by 
sponsoring the Leek C.S.O.B. 
Youth Under-8s Wolves team. At a 
training session in November 2025, 
Secretary Adrian Knapper, along 
with Court members Les and Jean 
Scott were delighted to present 
the team with brand new gold 
kit. Adrian reports: ‘We’re proud 
to support Leek C.S.O.B. Youth 
Under-8s Wolves. At Foresters 
we’re passionate about giving back 
to our communities and helping 
young players shine, both on and 
off the pitch.’

Golden goals
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Park life

EAST MIDLANDS

EAST MIDLANDS

Court Albert 2926
Stephen 07709 234 674
Court Benevolence 2568
Marianne 07456 949 722
Court Flower of England 2769
Brian 07973 966 476
Court Friend in Need 4820
John 01332 671 727
Court Good Samaritan 1834
Angela 01283 585 697
Court New Zealand 7159
Christine 01332 700 317
Court Old Oak Branch 3207
Helen 07919 883 156

Court Benevolence 2568 have 
renewed their sponsorship of 
local junior football club STUDs 
U13s. Our sports reporter writes: 
‘The team now has Foresters 
sponsored training tops to go alongside their kit and bags. The first league 
game of the season saw STUDs win 5-1, all the while looking very smart in 
their Foresters Friendly Society kits.’

On 9 August 2025, 
Court Benevolence 
2568 organised a trip 
to the amusements 
at Wicksteed Park. 
Marianne Pope, Court 
Secretary, writes: ‘We 
had 18 children and their families join us. The Court purchased the children’s 
wristbands, so that all families could enjoy the day. We got wet on the log flume 
plus enjoyed ice creams and picnics galore. The sun shone on a fun filled day 
with lots of laughter and smiles.’

All kitted out

A Christmas holiday

Court Flower of England 2769 held a 
special ‘Christmas holiday’ in November 
2025 on the Isle of Wight. Court member 
Jackie Clowes reports: ‘A group of 40 
members set off from Belper, Derbyshire 
for a 4-night stay on the Isle of Wight. We 
stopped enroute at Royal Leamington 
Spa for the afternoon, then continued to 
Portsmouth for the 4 o’clock ferry to Ryde 
and onward journey to Sandown. We enjoyed visits to Newport, Cowes, Ryde 
and Shanklin. On 5 November (‘Christmas Day’) we enjoyed a fun packed 
day at the hotel. There were games and activities in the morning, followed by 
a wonderful Christmas Dinner. Santa and one of his elves (Brian and Sandra 
Butler, Court Secretary and Assistant Secretary) handed out little gifts to 
everyone, followed by entertainment all afternoon, high tea, then music and 
dancing into the night. During our return journey we stopped in Oxford for the 
afternoon, then onward to home, returning late that day. On behalf of Court 
2769, we would like to say a big thank you to Brain and Sandra for such a 
wonderful break. Everything was so well organised and enjoyed by all.’

Ambulance aid

On 19 August 2025, Court Good 
Samaritan 1834 presented a 
£3,000 cheque to Air Ambulance 
East Midlands. Representative 
John Brown (centre) accepted 
the cheque from Court members 
Terry Holgate (left) and Roy Clowes 
(right), who chose the charity for 
his term in office as Chief Ranger. 
Mr Brown gave a short talk on the 
air ambulance’s operations and 
expressed how grateful the charity 
was for such a large, unexpected 
donation. He highlighted that the 
amount raised would cover at 
least one of their many missions. 
The presentation took place at the 
Court’s meeting at The Shoulder 
of Mutton in Osmaston, near 
Ashbourne.
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DEVON AND CORNWALL

DEVON AND  
CORNWALL

Area Secretary
Gary Webber

Court Goodwill 5077
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pendennis 3754
Gary 01326 315 055 

Court Pride of the Plym 4087
Gavin 01752 513 714 

Court Semper Fidelis 4938
Margaret 01752 215 685

Court Semper Fidelis 
4938 organised a 
Christmas outing for 
younger members, 
a Santa Cruise! The 
Court reported on 6 
December: ‘We sailed 
off the coast of Exmouth with Santa and Stuart Lines Cruises. We had a great 
time being treated to an hour boat ride, with mulled wine and mince pies for 
the adults plus juice and chocolate for the children. We saw Anna and Kristoff 
from ‘Frozen’, had our faces painted and watched a Punch and Judy show. 
We also met Santa himself. We are so glad we can provide a Christmas outing 
for the children of our Court. We started these events ten years ago and 
hopefully we will be able to provide them for another 10 years. Thank you for 
supporting them.’

Santa cruise

Pendennis at Pendennis? That’s 
what happened on 16 August when 
Court Pendennis 3754 visited historic 
Pendennis Castle near Falmouth. Mike 
Chappell, Area Chief Ranger, writes: 
‘We explored the imposing fortress, 
its atmospheric old barracks and 
the many displays charting centuries 
of Cornish and military history. After 
a sociable lunch, there was time to 
browse in the gift shop. Laughter and 
conversation filled the day. Everyone 
agreed it had been a thoroughly enjoyable visit. Indeed ‘a 
barrel of laughs’ as member Ken Thomas pointed out!’

A barrel of laughs

On 8 November 2025, 
members met at the Eagle 
House Hotel in Launceston 
for the Area Quiz. Our reporter 
writes: ‘This much-anticipated 
event has become a highlight 
of the Area year. There were 
six varied rounds and a delicious buffet to fuel everyone. 
Court Semper Fidelis 4938 emerged victorious with 54 
points. Hot on their heels were Court Pride of the Plym 
4087, followed by Court Pendennis 3754 then Court 
Goodwill 5077. Mike Chappell, Area Chief Ranger, 
presented the winning team with their prizes and thanked 
everyone who organised and attended the event’.

Quiz-ness meeting
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Court Goodwill 5077 held their annual Ten-Pin Bowling 
Tournament on 4 October. The event took place at 
Trethorne Premier Bowl in Launceston. Our sports 
reporter writes: ‘After two action-packed games, the 
results were incredibly close, with only a two-point 
difference separating the top two bowlers. George 
Haddy took home the coveted shield with a stellar 
score of 183. Chris Bennett earned second place with 181, while Gary Webber 
rounded out the top three with 170. Joan Thomas, Chief Ranger of Court 5077, 
presented George with the shield and afterwards members enjoyed a fish and 
chip lunch at Launceston Fryers Restaurant’. 

Friendly competition

Members of Court Goodwill 5077 have raised £1,300 for Cornwall Hospice 
Care. Joan Thomas chose the charity during her year in office as the 
Court’s Chief Ranger, with funds raised thorough social events, raffles and 
generous donations from friends, neighbours and family in lieu of birthday 
and Christmas presents. On 5 February 2026, Joan and other members from 
the Court presented a £1,300 cheque at St Julia’s Hospice in Hayle to Owen 
Crocker, Hospice Manager, and Leanne Coutson, Fundraising Manager. 
Special thanks were extended to Courts Pride of the Plym 4087 and Goodwill 
5077 for kind contributions towards the appeal total. 

Cornwall Hospice Care receives approximately 91% of its running costs from 
public donations, with only 9% funded by the NHS. The donation from Court 
5077 will help Cornwall Hospice Care to continue providing specialist care 
and support to patients and families across the region. At the presentation, 
Joan said: ‘Foresters is built on friendship and bringing people together. It’s 
important to us that we give something back to our community. Cornwall 
Hospice Care touches the lives of so many families, providing comfort and 
dignity at incredibly difficult times. We are proud to support such a vital and 
compassionate service.’

Caring together

WESSEX

WESSEX

Area Secretary 
Bobbie Smith

Court Amity 4668 
Jill 01963 220 790

Court Anchor Of Hope 6209
Tony 07967 190 096

Court City Of Bristol 1119
Karen 01384 626 561

Court Concord 2240
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Hampreston 5752
Jennifer 01202 428 183

Court Henbury 5779 
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Island Foresters 1821
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Loyal Brethren 2290
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court Lush & Alexandra 5916
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Merdon 2201 
Morag 07572 873 637

Court Palace 6158
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Perseverance 3917 (Jersey) 
Richard 01534 880 977

Court Pride Of Hampshire 1734
Lucy 01489 809 198

Court Pride Of Sarnia 8143 
(Guernsey) 
Holly 01481 728 864

Court Progress 3038 
Colin 01305 852 516

Court Prospect 6575
Tony 07967 190 096

Court Sarum & Pembroke 3260
Janet 01722 742 400

Court Sir George Hewitt 5069
Bobbie 01489 781 060

Court St. Andrew 7170
Glyn 01373 462 963

Court Stanley 6967
Jacqueline 01794 390 195

Court Vale Of Avon 5217
Jane 01425 839 665

Court Yeovil’s Pride 3024
Rebecca 01935 478 598
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Area appeal 

Court City of Bristol 1119 organised a Christmas 
Lunch at Marco Pierre White Steakhouse Bar & Grill 
restaurant in Bristol on 30 November. The Court 
writes: ‘41 Foresters and family members had a 
delicious 3-course meal, followed by a raffle that 
raised £170 for the High Chief Ranger’s charity 
appeal for Alzheimer’s Society. A great time was had 
by all - we were so busy enjoying ourselves that we 
forgot to take photos!’

On Sunday 26 October 2025, the Wessex Area held 
their annual Autumn Lunch at Salisbury and South 
Wilts Golf Club. The event saw Roy Charman, outgoing 
Area Chief Ranger, present a £6,582 cheque to 
representatives of his chosen charity, It’s Never You. It’s 
Never You supports families of children diagnosed with 
cancer. Bobbie Smith, Wessex Area Secretary, reports:

‘60 members and guests joined Roy Charman, Area 
Chief Ranger, for the presentation. He gave the cheque 
to Alice Atterton, an ambassador for the charity, and 
her 8-year-old son Bodhi. After being diagnosed with 
a rare form of cancer, Bodhi was hospitalised for four 
months then needed further treatment for three years. 
Alice explained that parents in this situation don’t 
receive any financial support. She told members how 
grateful she and her family were for the funds Foresters 
had raised during the two years of the Wessex Area 
appeal and that the generous donation would very 
much support the charity’s work. Bodhi was now in 
remission and back at school. He said he was looking 
forward to having the large presentation cheque in his 
bedroom. 

‘Wessex Area members raised the funds over 24 
months through Court and Area events. The final £350 
of the total was donated in memory of Evan Waterman, 
a former Wessex Area Chief Ranger who passed away 
in 2025. The newly appointed Area Chief Ranger, 
Trevor Davies, announced at the lunch that his charity 
for 2026 to 2028 would be SERV Wessex.’ [Fantastic 
fundraising, well done to the Area members - Ed.]

Court Hampreston 5752 have been supporting 
Christchurch Swimming Club through money collected 
at their social events. A donation from the Court has 
helped the Club to purchase new training flippers. The 
Club writes: ‘For many of our swimmers this is the first 
time they have had regular access to flippers during 
lessons. Thanks to the Society’s support, every swimmer 
in the group can now use a pair. The new flippers are 
already helping them with their technique, confidence 
and water safety. Christchurch Swimming Club is run 
by dedicated volunteers and relies on the generosity of 
organisations such as Foresters to continue providing 
opportunities for young people in the local community. 
This donation has ensured equal access to valuable 
equipment and has already had a positive impact. We 
are extremely grateful to Court Hampreston 5752.’

Flipping fantastic 
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EAST ANGLIA SOUTH

EAST ANGLIA
SOUTH

Area Secretary
Bruce Hicks

Court Brave Old Oak 3658
Beatrix 07885 909 869

Court Indian Chief 6203 
Corinne 01245 328 825

Court Lifeboat 4390 
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Pride Of Essex 4174 
Joan 01621 741 453

Court Pride Of Walton 2678 
Judith 01206 298 658

Court Prince Arthur 5432 
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Princess Royal 2948 
Joyce 01473 658 009

Court Rangers Home 2094   
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Sailors Home 5105   
Ashley 01206 211 391

Court Victory 3621  
Helen 01206 352 925

Royal restaurant 
Court Princess Royal 2948 met at 
Hintlesham Golf Course Restaurant 
for their usual post-Christmas 
Sunday lunch. On 26 January, our 
food reporter recorded ‘Delicious 
food and great company!’ 

On 1 October 2025 members of Court Lifeboat 4390 enjoyed a boat trip 
onboard the Waverley, the world’s last seagoing paddle steamer. Ashley 
Stammers, Court Secretary, reports: ‘We set off from Clacton Pier, went round 
the Essex coast and up the River Thames to Tower Bridge, taking in many 
sights along the way’. 

Boat trip for Lifeboat

On 19 October, 22 members of Court Sailors Home 5105 enjoyed Sunday 
lunch at The Granary restaurant at Mersea Island. A raffle raised £63 for the 
High Chief Ranger’s appeal for Alzheimer’s Society. The following weekend, 
members of Court Rangers Home 2094 had their turn. Our reporter writes: 
‘We enjoyed fish and chips at Bannatyne’s health club near Colchester, before 
eyes down for a few games of bingo. A raffle raised £56 for the High Chief 
Ranger’s appeal. Thanks to Bannatyne’s for a great evening.’

Homes dine out
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EAST LONDON
AND ESSEX

Area Secretary
Janet Pooley
Court Bagster Phillips 2631
Andrew 01277 222 028
Court Belmont Castle 5564
Janet 01277 222 028
Court Charterhouse 5671
Cheryl 01279 437 230
Court Duke Of Argyle 2630
Cheryl 01279 437 230
Court Good Intent 4629
Janet 01277 222 028
Court Industry Of Cobden 1752
Sandra 01474 702 513
Court Merry Foresters 2020
Janet 01277 222 028
Court Princess Alexandra 4163
Janet 01277 222 028
Court St. Augustine 6501
Cheryl 01279 437 230
Court Unity 3049
Andrew 01277 222 028
Court Wellington 3538
Janet 01708 478 980

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

With great sadness we report the passing of 
Bro. Ken Demby in July 2025. Bro. Ken joined 
Foresters in 1980 after his wife Kay began working 
at Foresters’ East London & Essex District office. 
A persuasive colleague soon encouraged Kay, Ken 
and their children Sharon and Mark to become 
members. Kay and Ken’s four grandchildren were 
enrolled as Foresters at birth. Bro. Ken served 
as Assistant Secretary of Court Sons of Israel 4231 for 42 years while Kay was 
Court Secretary. The Court was amalgamated in February 2022 after Kay was 
seriously injured in a car accident and Ken’s eyesight declined. Among other 
offices, Bro. Ken also served as Chief Ranger of Courts Industry of Cobden 1752 
and Charterhouse 5671. He was on the East London & Essex Area Committee, 
including terms as Chairman. 

Bro. Ken was well known for welcoming new delegates at conferences and 
High Court. Many members have said how much his ‘hand of friendship’ helped 
them in their early days in Foresters. He didn’t like sitting still for too long, so 
was always ready to assist with raffles, quiz nights and social events. Away from 
Foresters, Bro. Ken was involved with Cubs, Scouts, archery and youth clubs 
and the U3A. He died after a very short illness and is sorely missed by his many 
friends, family and fellow Foresters. This was demonstrated when just under 300 
people attended his funeral. 

In February, members of Court Industry of Cobden 1752 had a tour of the 
Houses of Parliament. Our political reporter writes: ‘We were lucky to have a 
wonderful guide with an amazing knowledge of everything that goes on in both 
Houses, plus an excellent sense of humour. We started the tour with a delicious 
cream tea in the Jubilee café, then saw the spot in the Great Hall where the late 
Queen Elizabeth II laid in state. Our guide explained the ‘New Dawn’ artwork at 
the top of the stairs. It was unveiled in 2016 and celebrates Women’s Suffrage. 
We had a great afternoon and learnt a lot about the workings of Parliament. We 
will watch the antics in the Commons with new insights in future.’

A tribute to the late 
Ken Demby 

Members in Parliament
Thank you Cheryl

On 5 December, Court Charterhouse 
5671’s final meeting of 2025 ended 
with a surprise. Our reporter writes: 
‘Before the meeting concluded, Lee 
Scotting, Chief Ranger, announced 
that Cheryl Eagleson, Past High 
Chief Ranger, had been Secretary of 
the Court for 20 years and deserved 
all our thanks. He presented her 
with a gift of a card and two lovely 
brooches to add to her large 
collection. Well done Cheryl.’
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Christmas cracker

Members and guests of all ages enjoyed Court St 
Augustine 6501’s Christmas Lunch. The event was held 
on 7 December at the Age Concern Hall in Ware. Cheryl 
Eagleson, Court Secretary, reports: ‘After an excellent meal 
provided by Walkers Catering, the assembled guests were 
led in some rousing singing by Barry Wallace, Past Chief 
Ranger. The raffle raised a generous sum which will be 
shared between Mudlarks, a Hertford-based community 
garden, and the Foresters Heritage Trust.’

Gail Lancaster, High Chief Ranger, was 
guest of honour at Court Charterhouse 
5671’s Sunday lunch on 26 October. 
The venue was the Magic Mushroom 
restaurant at Barleylands near Billericay. 
Cheryl Eagleson, Secretary of Court 
5671, writes: ‘Lee Scotting, Chief 
Ranger, presented High Chief Ranger 
Gail with a gift and bouquet of flowers, 
while the raffle raised a generous sum 
towards her appeal for Alzheimer’s 
Society. We enjoyed a super meal and, 
being a Sunday, everyone had to join in 
with the crossword!’

Magic meal

Happy birthday to Norman 
Kwintner, who celebrated his 100th 
birthday on 9 March 2026. Norman 
is a member of Court Industry of 
Cobden 1752. The Court writes: 
‘Norman brightens up our Court 
meetings when he can attend with 
his wife Betty. He is always smiling. 
We wish him many more happy 
celebrations and birthdays.’

Happy hundredth

EAST LONDON AND ESSEX

Festive first

Court Industry of Cobden 1752 
reported on 18 December: ‘We 
look forward to a festive lunch but 
with venues closing or becoming 
too expensive, it was a challenge 
to find somewhere suitable. One 
of our members suggested the 
local college, which provide group 
meals while teaching pupils how to 
work in the catering industry. New 
City College did us proud. The meal was excellent and the 
room was beautifully decorated. Members got into the spirit 
of the occasion and Mark Gill won best festive outfit.’
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NORTH  
WESTERN

Area Secretary
Brooklyn Andrew

Court British Lion 44
Paul 07901 558 100

Court Edgmond 2447
Jayne 01952 403 489

Court Faithful Abraham 1549
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122
Peter 0161 283 8518

Court Garibaldi’s Rest 4075
Ted 01226 289 408

Court Leek 2005
Adrian 07714 334 453

Court Livingstone 6050
Katarzyna 01229 463 554

Court Manchester’s Honour No.1
Christopher 0161 338 5606

Court Min-Y-Don 1464
Frank 01492 517 952

Court Promise 153
Brooklyn 07943 671 105

Court Royal Windermere 697
Veronica 01524 593 768

Court Tunstall 1839
Tony 07990 307 339

Court William Henry No.70
Karen 07904 624 780

NORTH WESTERN

On 14 December, Court Edgmond 2447 held their annual Christmas lunch 
at the Fox and Hounds in Shawbury, Shropshire. Jayne Herriman, Court 
Secretary, reports: ‘What a wonderful time our members, family and friends 
enjoyed. Delicious food and great service. The raffle raised £139 for the High 
Chief Ranger’s charity, Alzheimer’s Society. We did two fun quizzes, had 3 
elves present and lots of lovely Christmas jumpers.’

Members swooped to Gauntlet 
Birds of Prey in Knutsford, 
Cheshire on 5 October. Our 
reporter writes: ‘We were able to 
watch some of the birds being fed 
and saw a flying show. Another 
great day out for the North 
Western Area.’

3 elves, 2 quizzes, lots of jumpers

Flying the Gauntlet
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Jess Murphy of Court Faithful Abraham 1549 took part 
in voluntary work in Ghana during autumn 2025. During 
the trip, which ran from 25 October to 5 November, Jess 
taught children in a local school, helped with construction 
work and much more. Her visit was sponsored by Court 
1549. Jess has kindly given a report of her experiences: 

‘We visited the Volta region of Ghana, specifically a small 
town called Woe. We worked at two schools, Woe EP 
School and Rhema School. At both, we did a mixture 
of construction and teaching. At Woe we helped to 
construct a library. At Rhema we constructed a security 
wall around the back of the school to separate it from 
a nearby lagoon. We also painted and decorated a 
kindergarten classroom. In terms of teaching, we did 
basic English and science lessons, sports coaching, lots 
of colouring, arts and crafts, and singing! 

The sponsorship from Court 1549 helped massively to 
the cost of flights but also donations that we took over 
to help the local community. Things such as stationery, 
shoes, sunglasses, female hygiene products, baby 
clothes and lots of sports equipment. I cannot thank 
Foresters enough for their contribution. 

My grandparents are Foresters members and have 
been for years now. They constantly tell me how 
great Foresters is and how much the Society helps 
communities. I’m intensely grateful for Court Faithful 
Abraham 1549’s kind donation to my Ghana fundraising 
efforts. It will really make a difference to the lives of so 
many children.

I think the most enjoyable thing was seeing how smiley 
and happy the children are. The children were incredible. 
They were so welcoming and got involved in everything. 
They always wanted to play and sing and dance. It really 
made me think differently about life and how little we 
need material things to make us happy. 

I would encourage anyone that can do a volunteering 
trip to absolutely take the chance. It is quite emotionally 
challenging to see some of the conditions but knowing 
that you have made even a small difference to a 
community is so rewarding. Also, experiencing a different 
culture is always so much fun.’

NORTH WESTERN

Volta volunteer
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EAST ANGLIA NORTH

EAST ANGLIA
NORTH

Area Secretary
Kevin Ayres
Court Excelsior 5956
Alison 01223 811 285
Court Eye Of Providence 1112
Glenys 01553 630 252
Court Foresters’ Future 3443
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Foresters’ Home 2746
John 01603 411 273
Court Foresters’ Pride 9389
Helen 01205 352 925
Court Guardian Angel 2523
Pemblah 01493 440 650
Court Gunners’ Delight 1107
Sandra 01733 263 128
Court Motteux 1465
Glenys 01553 630 252
Court Perseverance 4892
John 01603 411 273
Court Poor Man’s Friend 4098
Ros 01353 720 638
Court Pride Of Newborough 9399
Sandra 01733 263 128
Court Prospect ‘B’ 9737 
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Robin Hood 1302
Kevin 01553 674 623
Court Unity 4893
Ros 01353 720 638

Congratulations to Ruby Head of Court 
Unity 4893, who has graduated with a 
PGCE in Art from Goldsmiths, University 
of London. Ruby received a Foresters 
grant to support her studies through the 
Society’s Educational Awards Fund. She 
is pictured at her graduation ceremony 
in September 2025.

Foresters from throughout the Area got into the Christmas spirit. On 14 
December members from Court Foresters’ Pride 9389, including the Society’s 
High Sub-Chief Ranger Bruce Hicks, took part in the 20th anniversary 
Lincoln Santa Fun Run. The Court reports ‘It was a fantastic event with over 
two thousand Santas taking part and lots of money raised for worthy local 
charities!’ Courts Gunners’ Delight 1107 and Pride of Newborough 9399 
enjoyed their first joint Christmas lunch at the Rose and Crown pub, Thorney. 
Sandra Rust, Secretary of both Courts, writes: ‘Everyone had a good time and 
we raised £115 for a local Dementia group in Spalding.’ Court Guardian Angel 
2523 hosted a wreath making session. The Court reports, ‘A very successful 
event with 19 attendees. There were a range of members and non-members, 
with most saying this is now their Christmas tradition.’ 

Foresters festivities

Delightful donation

Light hearted lunch

Last autumn Court Gunners’ Delight 
1107 donated £200 to Cancer 
Research. On 13 September, Richard 
Nunn presented a cheque on behalf 
of the Court to representatives from 
the charity at a ‘Relay for Life’ event 
at the Embankment Athletics Running 
Track, Peterborough.

Courts Eye of Providence 1112 
and Pride of Newborough 9399 
held their annual joint lunch at the 
19th Hole, Thorney on Sunday 22 
February. Our reporter writes: ‘21 
members attended and during 
the meal a raffle raised £54. The 
proceeds were split between 
Peterborough homeless charity  
The Light Project and The British 
Heart Foundation.’

Study support
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Court Foresters’ Pride 9389 celebrated a big birthday last year. To 
mark the Court’s 185th anniversary, members organised a charity 
fundraising concert at Boston’s Centenary Methodist Church. The 
event on 26 July included performances from Foresters Brass and the 
Coastal Community Choir. A month later the Court revealed how much 
the concert had raised for their charity, Centrepoint Outreach: ‘Tickets, 
refreshments, and raffle sales - plus Foresters Brass kindly donating 
their fee - means we raised an incredible grand total of £1,200! 
Centrepoint Outreach will use the money to support the important 
services they provide to local homeless people in Boston. Thank you 
again to Foresters Brass and the Community Coastal Choir for their 
fantastic performances on the evening. Thanks also to our amazing 
members who helped with the planning and on the night.’ Pictured are 
Court Secretary Helen (left) and Court Trustee Liz (right) presenting a 
cheque to Liz from Centrepoint Outreach (centre).

Big year, big cheque

WALES AND THE BORDERS

WALES AND  
THE BORDERS

Area Secretary
Gail Lancaster
Court Bailey 2751
Gail 01446 736 244
Court Coventry 7829
Rosemary 01452 535 897
Court Loyal Hope 2949
Gail 01446 736 244
Court Marquis Of Bute 2842
Gail 01446 736 244
Court Pride Of The Wye 2849
Michael 01594 860 239

HCR at ‘home’ 

Court Coventry 7829 were joined by Gail Lancaster, High Chief Ranger, at 
their annual Festive Lunch. Rosemary Groves, Court Secretary, reported on 17 
December: ‘We were delighted to welcome the High Chief Ranger, one of ‘Wales 
and the Borders own’. A delicious meal at the Bell Inn, Eckington was enhanced 
by a thoroughly convivial atmosphere. High Chief Ranger Gail gave an interesting 
talk on her charity appeal in aid of Alzheimer’s Society. Bob Armstrong, Court Chief 
Ranger, presented her with a memento of her visit, plus a donation and the raffle 
proceeds. The event was a fittingly enjoyable end to the year.’

Cupboard topped up
In late 2022, members of Court Coventry 7829 voted to start supporting the 
Pershore Community Cupboard, an independent food bank in the town where the 
Court’s meetings are held. Rosemary Groves, Court Secretary, provided an update 
on 4 November 2025: ‘We have continued to support Pershore Community 
Cupboard on a regular basis. Today we delivered our 2025 Christmas contribution, 
a donation of goods totalling £314.’
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Enduring appeals
Each year, the High Chief Ranger chooses a national charity to support for 
the Society’s Annual Appeal. What happens after their term ends?
Since the Ancient Order of Foresters was founded in 1834, 
members have sustained the Society’s motto of ‘Unitas 
Benevolentia et Corcordia’ or ‘Unity, Benevolence and 
Concord’. This ethos endures in the Annual Charity Appeal, 
which complements the many local charities that our Courts 
support. The High Chief Ranger’s appeal concludes at High 
Court, the Society’s AGM weekend. Usually, the outgoing 
High Chief Ranger announces how much money has been 
raised by unveiling a large cheque onstage. 

That isn’t the end of the story, however. Further donations 
trickle in and are added to the appeal total. Furthermore, 
Past High Chief Rangers often keep in contact with their 
chosen charity, in some cases for many years. This article 
revisits the three most recent Annual Appeals – for The Rivers 
Trust, Youth Sport Trust and Foresters Heritage Trust - to see 
how money raised is being used, who it helps and to thank 
Foresters for their generosity. 

Since 2007, 
members have 
raised over 
£1,000,000 
for charitable 
causes of all 
kinds: 2025-2026:

Alzheimer’s 
Society

2024-2025: 
The Rivers Trust

2023-2024: 
Youth Sport Trust

2022-2023: 
Foresters 
Heritage Trust

2010-2011: 
Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI)

2009-2010: 
Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS) Society

2008-2009: 
Motor Neurone 
Disease (MND) 
Association

2007-2008: 
Young Lives vs 
Cancer – formerly 
CLIC Sargent
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2021-2022: 
Christians 
Against Poverty

2019-2021: 
Rays of 
Sunshine

2018-2019: 
RNID – formerly Action 
on Hearing Loss

2017-2018: 
Air Ambulances UK

2016-2017: 
Canine Partners

2015-2016: 
Alzheimer’s 
Research UK

2014-2015: 
Sense UK

2013-2014: 
Barnardo’s 

2012-2013: 
Macmillan 
Cancer Support

2011-2012: 
Guide Dogs

Action on Hearing Loss appeal at High Court 2019
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Inspiring the next generation
For the 2024-25 Annual Appeal, Jo Andrew, Immediate Past 
High Chief Ranger, chose a charity close to her heart. The 
Rivers Trust is the umbrella organisation for the Rivers Trust 
movement, with 65 member Trusts across Britain, Northern 
Ireland and Ireland. Everything they do is geared towards 
their ultimate goal: improving rivers for people and wildlife. 
High Chief Ranger Jo selected them from experience of her 
husband Warren’s job with the Mersey Rivers Trust. 

The River Trust’s varied work includes restoring and re-
opening rivers, engaging with local communities plus 
campaigning for river protection and preservation. During 
High Chief Ranger Jo’s term of office, the appeal raised over 
£55,000. Fundraising activities included a sponsored row-
a-thon, Jo’s daughter Brooklyn completing a skydive and 
Grant Streader, the Society’s Head of Insurance Operations, 
running the Isle of Wight Challenge. 

At the 2025 Charity Ball, representatives Jane Mann and 
Natalie Coffee from The Rivers Trust gave a speech about 
the appeal. They said, ‘Rivers are often like a rebellious child. 
Quiet and overlooked until they suddenly rebel, overflowing 
their banks or vanishing into drought.’ The image introduced 
plans to create a series of school resources. In February 
2026, The Rivers Trust released them on their website  
[see box right - Ed.] 

Mark Lloyd, Chief Executive of The Rivers Trust, writes: 
‘Thanks to the generous support provided by Foresters 
Friendly Society members, we’re delighted to launch our 
brand new KS2 [Key Stage 2] education resources. The 
beautifully designed lesson plans and activity sheets offer 
schoolteachers and activity group leaders a range of 
engaging, curriculum-linked ways to explore themes with 
young people, such as what makes a healthy river habitat, 
what wildlife is adapted to rivers and their edges, and how to 
stop pollution from entering our environment. We hope these 
will help inspire the next generation of river guardians and 
environment champions.’ 

River resources
The Rivers Trust have used the Foresters appeal funds 
to produce five new packs of school resources. Each 
one has a theme: ‘Getting to know rivers’; ‘What is a 
river’s journey?’; ‘Rivers and the water cycle’, ‘What is 
a habitat?’; and ‘What lives in and around a river?’. The 
packs include lesson plans, slides, and activity sheets. 
They each feature illustrations of Scout, The Rivers Trust 
virtual ambassador, plus the Foresters logo and a thank 
you message to the Society. 

The packs are free to download from The Rivers Trust 
website: www.theriverstrust.org/our-work/schools-
and-youth-groups

Supporting youth sport
A keen cricket and rugby fan, John Springham’s interest in 
sport encouraged his choice of charity for 2023-24. Youth 
Sport Trust was founded in 1995 to harness the power of play 
and sport in children’s education and development. 

To support the appeal Forester members took up various 
fundraising challenges. Stephen Darlington of Court Union 
Jack 3825 and Grant Streader ran the London Marathon. 
Bruce Hicks, our current High Sub-Chief Ranger, completed a 
sponsored swim, while Christine Carpenter of Court St Andrew 
7170 braved a wing walk. An intrepid group of Foresters also 
walked the Hadrian’s Wall Path. 

Past High Chief Ranger John and his lady, Brenda Watson, 
keep in regular contact with Youth Sport Trust. In March 2025 
for example, they attended the charity’s Annual Conference 
& Awards Dinner, held at the Telford International Conference 
Centre. Past High Chief Ranger John reports:

‘We were welcomed to the Awards Dinner by Ali Oliver MBE, 
Chief Executive of Youth Sport Trust, and Luca, winner of 
the Young Health Champion Award at the Youth Sport Trust 
Young Changemaker Awards 2024. The evening was hosted 
by Radzi Chinyanganya, Youth Sport Trust Champion, and Kay 
Batkin, Schools Director, Youth Sport Trust. A Q&A session 
was hosted by Zara Musker, England Deaf Women’s Futsal 
captain and Great Britain Deaf Women’s football vice-captain.’

‘The evening saw awards being presented between the 
dinner courses. We were able to present Ali Oliver with the 
final cheque from the 2023-2024 High Chief Ranger’s Charity 
Appeal, amounting to £85,486.24. The formal part of the 
evening concluded with a chat with the special guest, award 
winning broadcaster and author Clare Balding.’

‘The next day we attended the Conference. The morning 
keynote speaker was Baroness Sue Campbell, who spoke 
on courage, conviction and compassion and insights on 
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During the 2024/25 academic year alone, Youth 
Sport Trust reached more than 2.4 million children 
and young people through national programmes 
delivered with partners such as The FA and the 
School Games. Alongside this, over 200,000 
children benefited from targeted Youth Sport Trust 
programmes designed to tackle inequality, improve 
well-being and build positive attitudes to learning 
and physical activity. Educators and leaders have 
also benefited, with over 17,500 teachers, coaches 
and practitioners trained to deliver high quality, 
inclusive PE and school sport, while nearly 80,000 
young people were equipped with leadership skills 
to inspire their peers. 

The appeal’s impact has gone even further. 
Alongside the funds raised, Foresters generated 

over £12,000 of additional local value, as Courts 
were inspired to sponsor junior sports teams and 
support vital kit and equipment purchases. These 
practical contributions make a visible difference; 
helping children take part, feel included and play 
with confidence and pride.

There are still ways to stay involved. Courts 
can continue supporting youth sport locally, 
keeping the legacy of the appeal alive within 
their communities. Individual members can also 
take part in fundraising events, setting personal 
challenges that raise vital funds and awareness. 
Thank you for helping children move more, feel 
happier and build stronger futures. Together, 
Foresters members are proving that support for 
youth sport truly makes a difference.

‘Leading Well’. Baroness Campbell became the founding 
Chief Executive of Youth Sport Trust in 1995, Chair of UK 
Sport in 2005 and director of Women’s Football at the FA in 
2018. In the afternoon we heard from Dr. James Hewitt who 
spoke on ‘The Active Advantage’ - building better brains 
through movement, describing how physical activity enhances 
brain development, cognitive performance and academic 
achievement. It was a wonderful couple of days, which 
enhanced our decision to choose Youth Sport Trust as our 
chosen charity.’

Youth Sport Trust used the Foresters appeal funds towards 
their core ongoing programmes [see box below – Ed.]. The 
appeal was notable for many Courts getting involved with 

local sports groups. Junior football, rugby, cricket, hockey, 
swimming clubs, and others, have benefitted from Court 
sponsorships and donations. Many of these relationships 
continue today.

Besides sports clubs and teams, Courts also helped with 
youth sport facilities. In August 2025, some 14 months after 
High Court 2024, Court Pride of Newborough 9399 attended 
the official opening of their village skate park. Sandra Rust, 
Court Secretary, reports: ‘Local councillors had raised some 
funds but were struggling to complete it due to increasing 
costs. Court 9399 donated £1,000 to the project in the name 
of Youth Sport Trust, the Past High Chief Ranger’s charity.’

Making a difference
Thanks to the incredible generosity of Foresters members, the 2023-2024 
Annual Appeal for Youth Sport Trust has helped to transform the lives of 
thousands of children and young people across the UK through the power 
of sport and play. The funds raised have directly supported Youth Sport Trust programmes that reach 
children who need it most – helping schools deliver inclusive high-quality PE, improving young people’s  
well-being, and giving children the confidence, resilience and sense of belonging that sport can provide. 
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Heritage modernised
For the 2022-23 Annual Appeal, High Chief Ranger Glyn 
Carpenter chose the Foresters Heritage Trust. Established 
in 2015, this independent charity maintains an extensive 
collection of historic objects and artefacts to tell the story of 
Foresters and the friendly society movement. 

Most of the Heritage Trust collection is on display at the 
Foresters Museum, located in the former Tunstall Assurance 
Society headquarters near Stoke-on-Trent. The aim of the 
appeal was to raise funds to digitise the Museum collection. 
The Heritage Trust reports: 

‘We have now digitised much of the printed material at the 
Museum. Digitised back issues of Miscellany (first published 
in 1836) and the Society’s annual Directories are now live and 
available to view online through a searchable database [see 
the next page for details – Ed.]. This process was funded 
through the generous support of the Courts for the 2022-23 
appeal, which raised £57,000.’

Project 200 - be part of history 
The Heritage Trust have further plans: ‘The Society marks 
its 200th anniversary in 2034. To help mark this momentous 
milestone the Heritage Trust is launching Project 200. The aim 
is to ensure that the riches of the Heritage Trust’s collections 
are as widely and fully available as possible. We are asking 
members to help us achieve this’. 

‘There are almost 4,000 objects in the Heritage Trust 
collection. These range from small Court jewels to large 
marching banners, furniture to trophies, shields, posters 
and much more. We aim to have a comprehensive visual / 
photographic record of these objects available online. If any 
keen photographer members could spare us a day to help, 
they would be most welcome.’

‘A range of handwritten records from Court and District level 
cannot be digitised. We are therefore seeking volunteers to 
transcribe them, into a format that can be. Other printed 
records are still awaiting digitisation: Executive Council 
reports, District meeting minutes, and printed ephemera such 
as marketing materials. We are looking to identify a budget 
and develop a project to complete this work.’

‘The Heritage Trust collection includes hundreds of 
photographs, dating back to Victorian times. We know little 
about them. We have many photographs dating from the 
1950s onwards that we cannot identify. But you might be able 
to. We intend to post as many as we can online and invite 
members to help us identify them.’

We are also inviting Courts and members who may have 
items outside of the Trust’s collection to record these as 
well. These objects can become part of the Foresters story 
in perpetuity. Please send us images of them and catalogue 
descriptions. 

Have you got old family photos taken at Foresters events? 
Such as dinner dances, High Court or Court socials? You can 
make them part of our history. Scan your photos and send 
them to the Museum with as much information as you can 
(Who? Where? When? What is going on?) 

Project 200 provides the framework to progress the Heritage 
Trust’s efforts in making the collection available to the wider 
membership, the public, researchers and historians. Some of 
our ideas will require investment. We ask Courts if they can 
consider supporting us financially. A £200 donation per Court 
would yield sufficient funds to deliver most of our proposals 
by 2034. Could your Court help? If you or your Court can help 
with any of these projects or help fund the costs, please let us 
know. Be part of history.’ 

www.forestersheritagetrust.org
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Accessing the archive 
To search the digitised Foresters Heritage Trust archive, 
visit www.foresters.maxarchiveservices.co.uk 

1.	 Click on the green ‘Log In’ box on the top right 
of the website title page. To log in, enter the email 
address member@foresters.com. For the Password, 
enter: Foresters1

2	 In the ‘Search’ box at the top of the page, type in the 
word you are looking for. Then click on the magnifying 
glass icon at the end of the search box.

3	 The page will then say ‘Showing [number] Results’. 
Beneath will be a list of the documents that your 
search word appears in. Each document has a 
thumbnail picture of the front page. To the right of 
each thumbnail is an icon of an eye. 

4	 If there are too many results to look through, click  
on ‘Advanced Search Options’. You can then add  
a search term or remove results from the list by  
other terms.

5	 Scroll down the list to a Directory or Miscellany edition. 
Click on the eye icon next to it. The document will 
open in a new window. 

6	 At the top of the new window, a box with a number 
indicates how many times the word occurs in the 
document. The word will be highlighted green  
each time that it appears. 

7	 Clicking the up and down arrows alongside the 
number will move the document up and down  
from one highlighted instance to the next. Note  
that sometimes you may have to scroll down to  
see the highlighted word.

8	 When you have read the information, close the 
window to move on to the next document. Please 
note: When a new window opens, it may still show 
the previous document for a while. Some of the 
directories and collected Miscellany copies have over 
six hundred pages and were photographed at high 
resolution. Depending on the speed of your internet 
connection and laptop it may take some time to 
download the next volume.

9	 Once you have finished, please log out  
of the website.
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THAMES VALLEY

THAMES VALLEY

Area Secretary
Alan Howes
Court Alma 2768
Beverley 01264 781 765
Court Bold Robin Hood 5131
Alan 01869 253 699
Court Centenary 2028
Vee 01494 714 827
Court Crowood 4644
Mary 01672 520 908
Court Earl Leofric 4536
Kirsty 01902 342 918
Court Loyal Oxonian  
St. Frideswide 2991
Sharon 01869 240 528
Court Pride Of Reading 4961
Mandy 07733 478 777
Court Pride Of The Hill 5044
Peter 01491 834 758
Court Pride Of The Loddon 5562
Taryn 07759 819 363
Court Pride Of Wellington 4558
Eric 01635 863 765
Court Robin Hood & Merry Men  
of Sherwood Forest 4265
Barry 01344 884 903
Court Victoria & Ivanhoe 7626
Sharon 01869 240 528

Congratulations to Jason Blunsdon who has 
graduated from Portsmouth University with a 
First Class Degree (with Honours) in Musical 
Theatre. Jason, a member of Court Loyal 
Oxonian St. Frideswide 2991, is continuing his 
studies at Portsmouth University for a further 
year to undertake an Academic Project in 
Musical Theatre. He would like to thank the 
Society for the grants he received from the 
Educational Awards Fund while studying at 
college and university.

First for Forester Jason

Summer social

On Sunday 10 August 2025, members and friends of Court Victoria & Ivanhoe 
7626 met at Haddenham Garden Centre, Buckinghamshire. Our reporter writes: 
‘On a beautiful summer’s day we enjoyed a wonderful afternoon tea. Of course, 
any Foresters gathering must have a raffle! The £53 raised was donated to the 
Court Chief Ranger’s charity, Maggie’s Centre (Oxford)’.

Court Loyal Oxonian St. 
Frideswide 2991 welcomed 
Gail Lancaster, High Chief 
Ranger, to their Christmas 
Meal on 11 December. The 
Court report: ‘Members 
enjoyed a lovely three 
course meal, good 
company and friendship. 
Jim Launchbury, Chief 
Ranger (and Past High 
Chief Ranger) presented 
Gail with a £150 cheque on behalf of the Court towards her charity appeal for 
Alzheimer’s Society. The money was raised from raffle proceeds and donations.’

Loyal supporters

NORTH LONDON

NORTH  
LONDON

Court Abbey Foresters 1940
Alex 07751 084 831
Court Amity 6105
Brian 01255 850 401 
Court Edmonton’s Pride 1351
Ann 07956 300 202
Court Old Oak 1620
Janet 01277 222 028
Court Peaceful Valley 1753
Andrew 01227 222 028
Court Pride of Islington 2939
Cheryl 07885 761 787 
Court Tubal Cain 2765
Shelly 07496 076 507
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HANTS AND SUSSEX 

On 13 December, Court Maberley Wyndham 4217 met for a Christmas 
carvery. Trish Slade, Court Secretary, reports: ‘On a beautiful winter day 30 
Foresters came together at Cowdray Estate to enjoy the views and food at 
the golf club. We enjoyed a fabulous carvery lunch and joined in the fun of 
Elf Day for Alzheimer’s Society. Thank you to all who supported the raffle and 
games, we raised £154.’ [Well done Court 4217. For more Elf Day activities, 
see the Out & About pages in this edition – Ed.]

Elf-y eating

HANTS  
AND SUSSEX

Area Secretary 
Trish Slade
Court Bosmere 2277
Katie 07951 730 629
Court Castledean 3797
Linda (Interim) 01273 833 281
Court Constantia 2206
Pauline 01243 788 190
Court Crown 3832
George 02392 349 744
Court Loyal Sincerity 2271
Morag 07572 873 637 
Court Maberley Wyndham 4217
Trish 01798 861 291
Court Robin Hood’s Castle 5373
Chris 0118 228 0807
Court Sir William Jolliffe 4479
Pauline 01243 788 190
Court Star Of Selsey 3954
Trish 01798 861 291

Autumn 2025 saw Hants & Sussex 
members meet for an annual 
sports tournament. Angela Roberts 
reported on 29 October: ‘This weekend nine Courts fought it out at a skittles 
match for the annual Ted Voysey Cup. Congratulations to the winners, Team 
A from Court Loyal Sincerity 2271. The Cup and prizes were presented by 
George Yalden, Area Chief Ranger. There were also prizes for the highest and 
lowest scoring man and lady. It was a lovely evening of sporting rivalry, plus a 
raffle raised £172 for charity.’

Cup winners

Many Foresters were saddened to learn of the passing of Bro. Peter Chase on 
17 September 2025 at the age of 90. He is survived by a very patient wife, June, 
and daughter Dawn. When Peter married June, he became a member of a well-
established Foresters family. His own long Forestric career began as Secretary of 
Courts Perseverance 2157, based in Gosport, and Court Loyal Sincerity 2271, 
based in Fareham. Bro. Peter was very active in arranging a full social programme 
for Court 2271. Events included many coach trips to venues around the country, 
together with dinners and lunches. Bro. Peter served as Secretary for over 50 years 
until ill health forced his retirement. 

In 1971 Bro. Peter was elected as District Chief Ranger of the South Western 
District. A very good photographer, he recorded many District events on his cameras. He also encouraged others through 
the annual South Western District photographic competition. At national level, Bro. Peter was well known for organising 
numerous High Court church parades and for his themed District parties at High Court. Using his creative mind, he chose 
subjects for fancy dress outfits and organised games that were great fun for participants and onlookers alike. Before 
unleashing them at High Court, he devised and practiced them with his family. Bro. Peter was a true Forester in so many 
ways and will be sorely missed.

A tribute to the late Peter Chase
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NORTHERN HOME COUNTIES

NORTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Martyn Fisher 
Court Brownlow 6444
Martyn 01582 616 865 
Court Fountain of Friendship 4480
Martyn 01582 616 865
Court Nell 6443
Katie 07349 957 154
Court Perseverance 2796
Ted 01923 466 955
Court Prince Albert 2643
Katie 07349 957 154
Court Star of Hertfordshire 3511
Christine 01234 772 794
Court Unity 9286
Ian 01234 772 794
Court Verulam Excelsior 6054
Ian 01234 772 794

Tuesday 20 January saw 
Foresters serenaded by a star 
singer. Court Perseverance 
2796 enjoyed ‘An Afternoon 
with Lionel Ritchie’ at the Three 
Blackbirds pub in Boxmoor, 
Hemel Hempstead. Ted House, 
Court Secretary, reports: ‘It was 
amazing. A room packed with 
fun-loving folks that knew how to 
enjoy a Tuesday in January. We 
all had a ball!’

Dancing on the ceiling?

A tribute to the late Pat Jeffcott

With great sadness we mark the passing of Sis. Pat 
Jeffcott on 28 December 2025. Born in 1938, Sis. Pat 
was enrolled into Court Unity 9286. She later became 
the Court’s Chief Ranger and Trustee. Sis. Pat served 
as Chief Ranger of the St Albans District, Trustee 
of the Chilterns District, plus as Secretary of Court 
Perseverance 2796 for 22 years. In 1963 she married 
Don Jeffcott and they went on to have two daughters. Sis. Pat’s uncle, Herbert 
Goodspeed, and her father George Goodspeed were both High Chief Rangers 
(in 1944-45 and 1969-70 respectively). When the honorary Court Goodspeed 
10229 was formed in the family’s honour, Sis. Pat was Secretary. 

Court 2796 would like to record sincere and heartfelt thanks to Sis. Pat: ‘Her 
commitment went far beyond the duties of her role. Many of us relied on her 
knowledge and willingness to give her time generously. We remember her with 
gratitude, respect and affection. Her devoted service will not be forgotten.’

‘A perfect 
Foresters event’ 

The Northern Home 
Counties Area Lunch took 
place on 11 October 2025 
at the Linton Hotel, Luton. 
Gail Lancaster, High Chief 
Ranger, was among 
the 60 attendees. Our 
reporter writes: ‘Members 
had a wonderful afternoon with a superb three-course meal. The High Chief 
Ranger gave a speech about her charity appeal for Alzheimer’s Society and was 
pleased that the raffle raised £215. Good food, good company, a first-class 
singer, lovely surroundings - a perfect Foresters event. Well done to all involved, 
especially Martyn and Tracie Fisher.’

On Sunday 9 November 
members of Court 
Perseverance 2796 attended 
the Raj Garden for an annual 
Indian meal in memory of 
former member John Burgess, 
who started the annual trip: ‘The food was delicious as usual, the conversation 
was great, the evening was enjoyed by all.’

Memorable meal
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MEMBER MOMENTS

SOUTH  
LONDON

Area Secretary
Hazel Pudney
Court Apollo 3861
Janet 01708 478 980
Court British Flag 3213   
Chris 0118 228 0807
Court Eleanor Rummyn 3182
Catherine 01483 481 203
Court Foresters Fancy 1968   
Cheryl 07885 761 787
Court Foresters’ Glory 2242   
Libby 07856 455 331
Court Guildford Castle 3094
Anne 01252 404 276
Court Nelson’s Pride 2338   
Mike 020 8333 7668
Court Newark Abbey 4675   
Anne 01252 404 276
Court Planet Of Streatham 3408
Ian 07856 747 299
Court Runnymede 2089   
Janet 01708 478 980
Court Sir Colin Campbell 4399
Anne 01252 404 276
Court Wellington 3449   
Rosemary 020 8652 7467
Court Wellington Hope 2215
Brenda 01474 568 459

SOUTH LONDON

In August 2025, Court Newark Abbey 4675 organised an outing to Amberley 
Museum in East Sussex. Our reporter writes: ‘On a bright sunny day we 
greeted members from the South London Area and local Southern Home 
Counties Courts. Families and friends enjoyed exploring the open-air 
museum. There were rides on an old bus and train, visits to the print shop and 
woodworkers shed, plus displays on the history of communications, complete 
with period telephones and much more. Overall, it was a great day out.’ 

On the buses

Congratulations to Grace Ayling of Court 
Guildford Castle 3094, who graduated 
from Nottingham University with a 
degree in Psychology. Grace is pictured 
with her grandparents Anne and Jeff 
Hawkins. Anne writes ‘Grace has been 
a member of Court 3094 for over fifteen 
years. She has been a recipient of the 
Court’s discretionary benefits. She was 
also supported throughout her degree 
course by the Foresters Educational 
Awards Fund. Foresters grants helped 
Grace tremendously with purchasing 
expensive textbooks, plus her transport 
costs travelling to and from university. 
We were delighted to attend her 
graduation.’ 

Grace note
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SOUTH LONDON

On 7 December 2025, 
53 members and friends 
enjoyed a Tri-Court 
Christmas Lunch at the 
at the Masonic Hall, 
Farnborough. The event 
was hosted by Courts 
Guildford Castle 3094, 
Sir Colin Campbell 
4399 and Newark Abbey 4675. Our reporter writes: ‘We 
were joined by Gail Lancaster, High Chief Ranger, and 
Foresters from various Courts. The event raised over £50 
for Alzheimer’s Society, Gail’s national charity for her year 
in office. Thanks to David Brett and DB Classic Dining 
for looking after us so well. The food and friendship were 
terrific. Foresters Friendly Society is a great organisation to 
belong to.’

Triple helping

On 25 January, Court Wellington 3449 held their annual 
New Year Lunch at Reigate Manor Hotel. Among the 46 
members and guests were representatives from local 
charity, Leatherhead Swans. At their AGM the previous 
week, Leatherhead Swans kindly presented the Court with 
an award for 49 years of fundraising for the charity. Court 
member Jean Copperi, Past High Chief Ranger, is pictured 
with the beautiful hand carved swan. Attendees of all 
ages enjoyed a three-course meal before a raffle raised a 
generous sum for Leatherhead Swans. 

49 with 3449

SOUTHERN HOME COUNTIES

SOUTHERN  
HOME COUNTIES

Area Secretary
Linda Levett

Court Friar Tuck 4460 
Vicky 01825 371 548

Court Lansdowne 2559
Roger 07714 736 737

Court Perseverence Of  
West Kent 3420
John 01474 568 459

Court South Sussex 2454
Hannah 07746 464 330

Court St. Leonards 2350 
John 01403 741 369 (interim)

Court Star Of Surrey 2767
Kathleen 07769 252 616

Court Unity 3665   
John 01474 568 459

Court Lansdowne 2559 had a busy 
autumn 2025. On 17 September 
members visited Brighton City Airport. 
‘We enjoyed an excellent tour with our 
guide, Steve’. A month later the Court 
donated £300 to local children’s charity, 
Chestnut Tree House. On 17 October, 
John Ellis, Chief Ranger, presented a 
cheque from the Court to Sue Harris, 
Community Fundraiser. Then on 12 
November, members had a very 
enjoyable lunch at Efes Town Turkish 
restaurant in Worthing. ‘A good time was 
had by all and the food was amazing.’

Keeping up with Lansdowne 
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Darts cheque out

On 12 October 2025, Court Friar Tuck 4460 held a darts match with 
members of Court South Sussex 2454. Vicky Rajah, Secretary of 
Court 4460, reports ‘The match was well attended, with a wonderful 
time had by all.’ Eagle eyed readers will spot the cheque… ‘Over the 
course of 2025, the Court raised £156 for Uckfield Foodbank through 
various fundraising activities, including running a stall at Weald on the 
Field festival.’

Festive friends

Each September and October the High Chief 
Ranger’s charity, Alzheimer’s Society, organises 
Memory Walk - a series of sponsored walks 
held across the UK. Members from Court 
South Sussex 2454, based in Eastbourne, 
joined their local Memory Walk on Sunday 
14 September. The Court reported before 
and afterwards: ‘We are getting ready for the 
off and all have our waterproofs. This horrid 
disease [dementia] can be found very near. 
We hope to help friends and family who are 
suffering. Let’s make a difference and lovely 
memories.’ Later in the day they provided an 
update: ‘Memory Walk done, now for lunch 
to celebrate. We had a good raffle and raised 
a nice amount for the charity. Luckily, we got 
here before the rain started.’ [Well done all and 
glad the weather stayed kind – Ed.]

At the start of December 
2025, members from 
Courts Lansdowne 2559, 
South Sussex 2454 and 
Friar Tuck 4460 met for Christmas lunch at Buxted Park Hotel. Our 
reporter writes: ‘What a fabulous Christmas meal. The ambience was 
perfect and the company even better. It was an amazing event which 
everyone enjoyed. Special thanks to Roger Trace, Secretary of Court 
2559, for organising it.’

Making memories

PRIDE OF KENT

Area Secretary Douglas Coleman
Court Defence 4343
Edith 07790 039 920
Court Louis 5401
Chris 0118 228 0807
Court Maid Marian 5237
John Franks 01892 822 386
Court Pride of Greenstreet 5329
Edith 07790 039 920
Court Robin Hood 2694
John Springham 01474 568 459
Court Union Jack 3825
Janet 01708 478 980

PRIDE OF KENT

Kentish Christmas

On Sunday 14 December 2025, the Pride of Kent Area held their Christmas 
lunch at The Woodstock, Sittingbourne. Douglas Coleman, Area Secretary, 
reports: ‘There were 67 members and guests in attendance, from seven 
Courts in Kent and South London.’
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YORKSHIRE

YORKSHIRE

Area Secretary 
TBC
Court Abiding Hope 2560
Beverley 07910 371 557
Court Chatsworth 2337
Alison 07729 879 138
Court Children Of The Forest 3710
Mike 0161 449 9665
Court Excelsior 4634
Kathryn 07900 256 174
Court Forester's Home 405
Martin 07875 284 883
Court Friendship 9370
Abraham 01482 441 750
Court George Stephenson 808
Chris 07393 806 584
Court Good Intent 2795
Sarah 07717 492 374
Court Goodwin 7225
Martyn 01709 511 923
Court Hotham 719
Carole 01377 270 140
Court Knaresborough Old Castle 506
Kate 07814 229 075
Court Lady Hilda 567
Michael 07979 953 133
Court Marquis Grand United 4727
Shirley 0161 449 9665
Court Perseverance 1586 
Helen 01845 526 035
Court Peveril Of The Peak 1972 
Tracey 01663 751 151
Court Roebuck 2510
David 07729 709 568
Court Sir Robert Peel 6088
Paul 0113 245 3062
Court Spirit Of Bagthorpe 5317
Theresa 01623 659 511
Court Swan 498
Peter 07802 652 123
Court The Three Marys 322
Joan 01422 315 646
Court Victory's Pride 3067
Lindsey 01482 820 144
Court White Rose 447
Helen 01845 526 035
Court William & Mary 332
Adrian 01484 687 079

Well played

Congratulations to Crossley Juniors AFC Under 
16s, a youth football team sponsored by Court 
The Three Marys 322. Lynda Jowett, Assistant 
Secretary, reports: ‘In August 2025 the team took 
part in a local pre-season tournament at Illingworth Sports and Social Club. 
32 teams were entered and after nail-biting penalty shootouts in the semi-final 
and the final, Crossley Juniors were victorious. Foresters member Freddie Roe 
and his team can be seen holding the winner’s trophy.’

A-mazing gardens

Members of Court Goodwin 7225 were out and about in October. Martyn 
Blueitt, Court Secretary, reports: ‘Eli Spiridonova, our social secretary, 
organised a visit to the gardens at Wentworth Woodhouse, where the Royal 
Horticultural Show was held last summer. We had 15 members on the 
trip, several of whom had not joined in before and there were some young 
members too. I took this photograph outside the famous maze.’ 



FORESTERS MISCELLANY   39

MEMBER MOMENTS

YORKSHIRE

On 6 September 2025, Court The Three Mary’s 322 had a trip to the Beamish Museum, the open-air ‘living museum’ 
in County Durham. The Court report: ‘The sun shone, the coach was full, everyone said that the day had been a most 
enjoyable one. Here are a few photos’.

A most enjoyable day

On 2 December, members of Court 
Perseverance 1586 visited the 
Daisy Doodle Paint a Pot Parlour 
in Northallerton. Helen Mackinnon, 
Court Secretary, reports: ‘It was an 
excellent morning. Everyone enjoyed 
themselves and we had a lovely 
lunch at Catch restaurant.’ A couple 
of weeks later, members received 
their finished pots during the Court’s 
Christmas meal at Headlam Hall, 
where Rhona McMahon won ‘best 
paint a pot design.’

Pottery perseverance

Court George Stephenson 808 held their 2025 
Christmas Lunch at the City of Newcastle Golf Club 
on Saturday 13 December. The Court reports: ‘There 
was a wonderful turnout of 47 members. As part of 
the lunch, we offered members the chance to win a 
bottle of Prosecco if they wore a Christmas hat or jumper. Little did we know that Barry Veitch would 
turn up wearing a fantastic suit. He got the Prosecco and a well-deserved round of applause. A raffle 
raised £215 and hosting by the Golf Club was excellent as usual.’

Now that’s a suit…
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SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND

SCOTLAND &
NORTHERN
IRELAND

Area Secretary
Norrie Dudgeon 
Court Abbey 7167 
Lesley 07773 990 393
Court Abercorn 5798
Eileen 0131 241 6458
Court Argyll 5968
Malcolm 01586 552 599
Court Donside 6770
Kathleen 01224 312 185
Court Dunedin, Heart Of  
Midlothian 5257
Norrie 07816 091 908
Court Giant’s Causeway 2024
Julie 07900 993 043
Court Neilson 6329
Eleanor 01698 826 854
Court Pride of the Forth 5686
Lesley 07773 990 393
Court Royal Oak 4640
Eleanor 01698 826 854
Court St. Bernard 5522
Matthew 07713 434380 The Scottish Gathering returned for 

2025 with members meeting at the 
Fisher’s Hotel, Pitlochry for a weekend 
of socialising. The event ran from Friday 
28 to Sunday 30 November with a 
full itinerary of entertainment. Norrie 
Dudgeon, Scotland Area Secretary, 
reports: ‘There were 110 members 
in attendance, from all over Scotland 
plus around 20 members from England 
and Wales. Gail Lancaster, High Chief 
Ranger, and Jo Andrew, Immediate 
Past High Chief Ranger, joined us along 
with many well-known members from south of the border. 

‘We had a fun Murder Mystery Dinner on the Friday evening, followed by a 
raffle which raised £520 for Alzheimer’s Society. High Chief Ranger Gail spoke 
about her charity appeal and expressed her delight to return to Scotland, 
where she lived for a while in her youth. After dinner on the Saturday evening 
members were transported by coach to nearby Pitlochry Festival Theatre for 
an amazing performance of ‘The Sound of Music’. As always it was a fine 
night, enjoyed by all.’ 

Among the party at the Gathering were members from Court George 
Stephenson 808. They reported afterwards: ‘What a great time we had, with 
lots of fun and fundraising. Many thanks to Norrie Dudgeon for organising the 
weekend and making us so welcome.’

Donside lunch

Court Donside 6770 held their 
annual lunch on 19 February. 
Kathleen Sinclair, Court Secretary, 
reports: ‘We had 40 members 
attending. Everyone had a very 
enjoyable time, plus the raffle raised 
£200 for Alzheimer Scotland.’ 
During the event Kathleen 
announced she was going to join 
in with the High Chief Ranger’s 982 
Mile Challenge [see pages 8-9 – 
Ed.] and wishes to thank all those 
who have sponsored her.

Scottish Gathering 2025
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NATIONAL

20-22 JUNE 2026
High Court 2026 –  
Venue Cymru, Llandudno

5 SEPTEMBER 2026
Court Secretaries Conference 
– Leonardo Hotel, Hinckley, 
Leicestershire

19-21 FEBRUARY 2027

Southern Conference -  
The Queens Hotel, Southsea

17 APRIL 2027

High Chief Ranger’s Charity Ball - 
Grantham (venue TBC)

Contact details:
Court Helpdesk
0800 101 8310
cheg@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

Court Development Officers 
Sharon Blunsdon 
Bruce Hicks 
Vicky Rajah
Trish Slade 
cdo@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

High Chief Ranger
gail.lancaster@forestersfriendlysociety.
co.uk 

Foresters Brass
forestersbrass@gmail.com 

Court email addresses
The email address for each Court has 
the same format – the Court number 
followed by the Society email address. 

For example:
Court1234@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk 

Foresters on Facebook
www.facebook.com/forestersfriendly

DIARY DATES

with Foresters
Out and About

OUT AND ABOUT

Foresters Brass  
Christmas single
On 10 December 2025, members enjoyed an early Christmas present. Gail Lancaster, High 
Chief Ranger, announced ‘I am thrilled to share a very special project with you that I have 
been working on with Foresters Brass. Over the past couple of months, the band has been 
meeting behind the scenes to perform and record a Christmas single in aid of my charity 
appeal supporting Alzheimer’s Society.’

The single was a medley of Christmas favourites, professionally recorded and produced 
by Foresters Brass. A video of the band performing it in the studio was posted online on 
YouTube. The single had its live debut at the Southern Home Counties Area Christmas 
concert. High Chief Ranger Gail reported ‘I would like to give my sincere thanks to the 
band for taking the time to perform and record the song, which I hope you will all enjoy as 
much as I do!’ MP4 file digital copies of the single were available by email for a suggested 
£3 donation. MP4 copies remain available by emailing  
alzheimerssociety@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk. 

Members can still make donations to the High Chief Ranger’s appeal by CIF transfer or at 
the following JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/page/gail-lancaster-1

Court Development Officers
Regular readers will note some changes in the Court Development Officer (CDO) team. At 
the end of 2025, Norrie Dudgeon retired as a CDO. Brooklyn Andrew has also stepped 
down as a CDO and now serves as North Western Area Secretary. Michelle Collins, Court 
Services Manager, thanked both Brooklyn and Norrie for their dedication and the valuable 
work they carried out during their time in the role. On 1 March 2026, Vicky Rajah was 
appointed Court Development Officer.
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Yorkshire Foresters 
Convalescent Home 
The Yorkshire Foresters Convalescent Home at Bridlington has confirmed its opening 
dates for 2026. The Home will re-open from Sunday 10 May to Saturday 10 October. 
The charges per member are £365 per week for dinner, bed and breakfast. Members 
can choose one single stay of up to two weeks or two one-week stays. The Home is 
a short, level walk away from Bridlington seafront where there is ramped access to the 
beach area. Members wishing to stay at the Home will need to complete an editable 
application form. For more information, contact the Court Helpdesk. Pictured are the 
Home’s Committee at their October 2025 meeting.

Foresters remember
In November 2025, Foresters up and down the land again attended Remembrance Day and Remembrance Sunday events. Many Courts 
laid a wreath at their local war memorial. Pictured are Michael Charlton-Hubble, Past High Chief Ranger, who laid a wreath as Secretary 
of Court Pride of the Wye 2849. In Essex, Pam Baldwin, Chief Ranger of Court Sailors Home 5105 laid a wreath at Mersea Island and a 
wreath from Court Prince Arthur 5432 was among those laid at Great Dunmow. 

Dementia 
Friends 
As part of the High Chief Ranger’s charity 
appeal, Alzheimer’s Society have run 
Dementia Friends sessions for Foresters 
staff at the Southampton and Stoke 
offices. Gail Lanaster, High Chief Ranger, 
explains ‘A Dementia Friend is somebody 
that learns about dementia so they can 
help their community. The sessions include 
interactive exercises to better understand 
dementia and how it impacts people in 
different ways.’ To find out more about 
Dementia Friends visit:  
www.dementiafriends.org.uk
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As Christmas 2025 approached, 
members were encouraged to 
‘Express Your Elf’ to raise money 
for the High Chief Ranger’s 
appeal. Wednesday 3 December 
was Alzheimer’s Society Elf Day. 
Foresters joined in on the day 
or at their nearest December 
meetings. Among them were 
Joan Lowe, Secretary of Court 
The Three Marys 322, who was 
sponsored to dress as an Elf at 
their Christmas Lunch. Janice 
Clarke, Chief Ranger of Court 
Wellington 3449, was an elf at 
their December meeting plus 
the Foresters Brass Christmas 
concert. Court South Sussex 
2454 held ‘a cake bake, raffle, 
elf quiz and elf sweepstake’. 
Vicky Rajah, Secretary of Court 
Friar Tuck 4460, involved her 
family in the festivities: ‘My 
children have offered to donate 
their pocket money to this 
wonderful cause.’

Spook-tacular quiz
On 24 October 2025, Foresters took part in a Halloween themed 
online quiz in support of the High Chief Ranger’s charity appeal for 
Alzheimer’s Society. The ‘frightfully fun evening’ saw ‘Count Hatula’ 
(aka Paul King of Court British Lion 44) act as quiz master. Fancy 
dress was optional - pictured are the ‘Penn Dragons’ of Court Royal 
Rangers 1670. The High Chief Ranger and a team from Alzheimer’s 
Society joined in, with the spooky questions including a round titled 
‘Cheese or Disease?’. Keen quizzing led to a tie break, won by 
team ‘Rainbow Warriors’ of Court Edgmond 2447.

Elf Day



With great sadness we 
record that Ken Strudwick, 
Past High Chief Ranger, 
passed away on  
22 December 2025

REMEMBRANCE 

Kenneth Wilfred Strudwick was born on 
29 May 1944. A long-standing Forester, he 
served as the Society’s High Chief Ranger in 
2002-03. Bro. Ken had previously served as 
Chief Ranger for both the Portsmouth and 
South Western Districts. He was also Chief 
Ranger of the Hants & Sussex Area, served 
on the Executive Council, plus was Secretary 
for many years of Courts Constantia 2206 
and Robin Hood’s Castle 5373.

Bro. Ken’s involvement with Foresters 
began as a member of Court 2206, based 
in Chichester. After joining the Portsmouth 
District Committee of Management, he 
became District Chief Ranger in 1975. In the 
same year, Bro. Ken became Court 2206’s 
Secretary. He still held the role upon his 
death over half a century later. Bro. Ken also 
volunteered to be Secretary of Court Robin 
Hood’s Castle 5373, retiring in 2024.

During the 150th anniversary of Foresters 
in 1984, the Society established the 
Educational Awards Fund as part of the 
celebrations. Bro. Ken was a great advocate 
of the Fund. He served on the Awards 
Committee alongside Jean Copperi and 
Colin Walker, both Past High Chief Rangers. 
The Fund continues to award grants to 
members progressing to further education. 

In the late 1980s the Portsmouth District 
joined the neighbouring South Western 
District, based in Southampton. Bro. Ken 
soon became part of the South Western 
District Committee of Management. He was 
District Chief Ranger in 1995. Two years later 
he was elected to the Executive Council, the 
then governing body of Foresters. 

Bro. Ken was elected as High Chief Ranger 
at High Court 2002 in Torquay. A regular 
conference delegate and High Court 
attendee, he joined in with the themed party 
nights organised by the late Peter Chase. As 
High Chief Ranger, he oversaw High Court 
2003 at Eastbourne. In later years, Bro. Ken 
was ‘father of the house’ at High Court and 
led the closing ritual of Foresters Fire. 

Outside of Foresters, Bro. Ken was a 
chorister and server at his local church. 
As a boy he was a keen Scout and gained 
the Queen’s Award. He became a Senior 
Scout in his twenties and in his seventies 
proudly wore his Senior Scout uniform to 
the Goodwood Revival. Before retirement 
Bro. Ken had a medical career, working as a 
nurse and chiropodist. 

For over forty years, Bro. Ken was also a 
member of New Theatre Productions. He 
oversaw the technical side of the company’s 
outdoor shows, built props and sets, plus 
took acting roles. His theatrical CV included 
work with the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
where he shared a stage with Sir Kenneth 
Branagh. 

At Bro. Ken’s funeral service, held at St 
Peter and St Mary Church in Fishbourne, 
the many Foresters in the large congregation 
included the High Chief Ranger, several 
Past High Chief Rangers and the Company 
Secretary. A warm, mild-mannered man 
with a wry sense of humour Bro. Ken will be 
greatly missed. The Society extends sincere 
condolences to his partner Pauline Young, 
his family and many friends. 
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JUST FOR FUN

How to play: 
Complete the grid so  
that every row, column  
and 3 x 3 box contains  
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTION TO ISSUE 1647
5 3 7 1 4 6 9 8 2
8 4 6 7 9 2 1 3 5

1 9 2 5 8 3 7 4 6

9 2 1 3 5 4 6 7 8

4 7 8 2 6 9 3 5 1

3 6 5 8 1 7 4 2 9

6 8 4 9 7 5 2 1 3

2 1 9 4 3 8 5 6 7

7 5 3 6 2 1 8 9 4

Sudoku Answers 
in the next 

edition

3 1 5

1 2

5 2 1 4 8 7

3 2 1 5 4

1 2

7 8 6 1 9

6 7 4 8 9 3

5 2

2 3 7

CROSSWORD 21
Across 

 1. High Chief Ranger  
	 1995-96 (4,7)

9. 5-4-3-2-1 ___ (4,3)

10. Burn (5)

11. Vehicles (4)

12. Sports shoes (8)

14. County east of London (5)

15. Foresters AGM, High ___ (5)

20. Wet weather clothing (8)

22. Kingsley or Martin? (4)

24. Theatre tragedy (5)

25. Everlasting (7)

26. HCR Charity Ball  
venue ___ ___ Mare (6,5)

Answers to be published 
in the following edition

Down
2. Attempts (7)

3. Midday (4)

4. City of ‘dreaming spires’ (6)

5. Greek god of the sea (8) 

6. Variety (5)

7. Group of birds (5) 

8. Stop (5)

13. Ivory trader? (8)

16. Love story (7)

17. ___ of Reading, Norton, 
Sarnia and more (5)

18. Beatles cave? (6)

19. Sacred song (5)

21. Appearance (5)

23. South American country (4)

Answers to Crossword 20 (issue 1647)
Across 1. Backstroke  7. Sausages  8. Exam  9. Gail  10. Greeted  
12. Forget-Me-Not  14. Fiction  16. Etch  18. Knit  19. Aerobics  
21. Alzheimer’s 

Down 1. Bragg 2. Cashier  3. Sign  4. Rostrums  5. Keele  6. 
Talent  11. Cenotaph  12. Friend  13. Notable  15. Total  17. Hicks  
20. ROI

1 2 3  4  5 6  

7  8 

9  10

11   12  

13   

 14  15 16 

17 18 19

20  21   22 

23

24 25

  

26 



Voice... To write in to Miscellany: 
Email: editor@forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk

Post: Miscellany, Foresters Friendly Society, 
Genesis Centre, Innovation Way,  

Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4BF

Freepost:  
Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY
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LETTERS

Hello, 

Thank you for the latest edition of Miscellany, another 
fine effort. Can I just point out a case of identity theft? 

In your report on High Court 2025 [Miscellany 1647 – 
Ed.], you featured a photograph of me speaking at the 
lectern - but captioned it as ‘Michael Pearce’ rather 
than ‘Martin Jackson’ (which is my actual name).

Please can you assure Mr Pearce that it was not 
my intention to impersonate him and this was just a 
genuine error?

Keep up the good work!

Regards, 

Martin Jackson,
Court Farmer’s Ploughboy 122

Dear editor,

I am interested to 
know more about the 
model Routemaster 
bus in the Foresters 
Museum  
[see Miscellany issue 
1647, p2 – Ed.]. If possible,  
I would like to have one. Please let me know if  
one is available to purchase.

I have always been fascinated by Routemasters. 
From when I was eight years old, I used to sit on the 
wall of the main road and watch them drive up and 
down. When I left school, I got a job at Park Royal as 
an apprentice coachbuilder, while the last hundred 
Routemasters were being built. My Foresters agent 
at Park Royal was Stan Hope.

Soon after my apprenticeship, I joined London 
Transport and worked at Cricklewood bus garage 
repairing accident damaged Routemasters. I still 
work at Willesden garage and am a member of the 
Routemasters Association.

Kind regards, 

Michael Sankey,
Court Wellington Hope 2215

Dear Michael, 

Thank you for your intriguing letter. Let’s see if we 
can catch another Foresters bus… 

Do any readers know more about the Foresters 
Museum model? Are any other ones out there? If 
you can help Bro. Michael, please write using the 
contact details at the top of this page – Editor.

Martin Jackson

Hello Martin, 

Thank you for highlighting the incorrect caption. Yes, 
it was a genuine error. I am sorry and apologise to you 
and to Mr Michael Pearce for any confusion or upset 
caused. 

Yours fraternally – Editor



Inside each edition you can read about the great 
social events we offer and the fundraising work 
we do for charities, all while having fun. You can 
subscribe to Miscellany as a benefit of belonging  
to Foresters Friendly Society. 

How would you like  
to receive Miscellany?

Print subscription	

Online subscription

Please enter your details below using capital letters and return to:  

Freepost FORESTERS FRIENDLY SOCIETY

Title:

First Name:

Surname:

Address:

Post code: 

Contact number:

Email address:

Court name/number:

Thank you!
Terms and conditions: Free Prize Draw. You must be  
a Foresters member aged 16 or over. Employees or 
agencies of Foresters Friendly Society or their immediate 
family members, or anyone else connected with the Prize 
Draw, may subscribe to Miscellany but may not enter  
the free Prize Draw. The winner will be chosen at random 
and informed after the Draw closes. The editor’s decision 
is final. For full Terms and Conditions visit  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

To receive Miscellany by subscription visit our website at  
www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/miscellany

Alternatively, you can complete and return the form below. 
(Photocopied and scanned forms will be accepted if you don’t 
want to cut up your magazine). You can also subscribe by 
contacting your Court Secretary.

When you subscribe you will be automatically entered into our 
FREE PRIZE DRAW for £250. Enter now so you don’t miss out! 

Issue 1648

About you, for you, your community of friends

PHCR Appeals update | Court and Area news | 982 Mile Challenge

Win
£250

Member subscriptions
Miscellany is your membership magazine - 
for you, about you, your community of 
friends. If you would like to receive future 
editions, please let us know.
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A community that welcomes you
Foresters is like one big family. Your local branch offers opportunities to meet new people, enjoy social events, 
and get involved in community activities. From coffee mornings and day trips to fundraising events and 
celebrations, there’s always something happening. You’re invited to take part whenever you wish.

More value, same community spirit!

Your Foresters Plus benefits 

1	 Terms and conditions apply. Financial grants are discretionary and depend on your individual circumstances. Qualifying periods apply. 

The membership benefits provided by Foresters Friendly Society aren’t regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority or the Prudential Regulation Authority and are regularly reviewed by us to ensure 
they are relevant to our members. 

2	 The Foresters Plus Shopping and Lifestyle Discounts are managed and run on behalf of Foresters Friendly Society by Parliament Hill Ltd. Parliament Hill is regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, and the discounts platform contains regulated products and services. Offers are subject to change without notice and terms and conditions apply.

As a valued member of Foresters Friendly Society, you’re part of a community built on support, 
connection, and shared purpose. Your membership is a gateway to a range of meaningful benefits 

designed to enrich your life, offer reassurance during difficult times,  
and help you feel part of something bigger. 

Here’s a reminder of everything that’s already included as part of your membership.

Support when you need it most
Life can be unpredictable, but you don’t have to face challenges alone. Through the Society’s discretionary 
grants, members can receive financial help during difficult moments. Whether you’re dealing with illness, hardship, 
or unexpected circumstances, this safety net is here to offer comfort and stability when it matters most.1

Shopping & Lifestyle Discounts
Your membership also unlocks Foresters Plus Shopping & Lifestyle Discounts brought to you by our trusted 
partner, Parliament Hill. With over 2000 brands included, savings are available across shopping and lifestyle, 
travel, wellbeing, and much more.2

Foresters Care: personalised nurse support
Your well-being is at the heart of the Society. For our Foresters Care service, we’ve partnered with RedArc, 
whose registered nurses can provide tailored support by telephone for serious illness and mental health 
support, bereavement support, and much more. You’ll speak to the same nurse throughout, providing 
important continuity. It’s compassionate, confidential, and tailored to you. 

To speak to a RedArc nurse, call 0800 276 1023, Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm.

Thank you for being part of the Foresters family
We’re here to help you make the most out of every part of your membership. If you’re unsure of how to access your member 
benefits, or to find out more, visit www.forestersfriendlysociety.co.uk/membership/member-benefits/ 

Thanks again for being a member of Foresters Friendly Society. We’re proud to have you with us, and we look forward to 
supporting you for many years to come.

0/0


